BLEADON

1 N
N M- '\\\\\\\\\\\\\\,\\\\\

VILLAGE NEWS 74



Bleadon Village
Monthly Market

Locally Produced Beef and Lamb. Seasonal Vi
Bread. Cakes. Cheese. Eggs. Preserves.
Fair Trade. Garden Plants. Books. Crafts. Antiq
Bric-a-Brac. Refreshments and Much More.
Always Something New.
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Saturday 9..12.30,.

Dates:January 19th, February 16th, March 22nd,
April 19th, May 17th, June 21st, July 19th,
August 16th, Sept. 20th, Oct. 18th, Nov. 15th,
Dec. 6th Christmas Fayre

Coronation Hall, Bleadon

01934 812370 to book a stall
at this popular monthly market
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

PENNY SKELLEY [CHAIRMAN] 'MENDIP CRONTBICHEADGNVA TEL. 815331
PENNY ROBINSON [VICE CHAIRMAN] 1,THE VEALE, BLEADON TEL. 814142

RAY HICKS "FIDDLER'S VIEW, HILLCOTE BLEADONTHHLL811993
MALCOLM PERRY "WESTFIELD', 1 THE BARTON, BLEAD@\. 813940 | T
MARY SHEPPARD "LITTLEWOOD' BRIDGWATER RD., LYNEBHA®921

KEITH PYKE 8, WHITEGATE CLOSE, BLEADON. 7 [EL.81
CLIVE MORRIS 20, BLEADON MILL, BLEADON. 1 TEL. 811
JUSTIN HARVEY-BENNETT THE BEECHES, CBEIONC WAY, BLEA TEL. 81137
ROBERT HOUSE PURN VILLA, PURN HOUSE FARM, BLEADGBN5588

The Council meets on the 2nd Monday of the month a7.30pm, in the Coronation Hall.

An agenda is published on the Parish notice boardand any Parishioner who wishes to, may attend
these meetings. If there is a particular issue yowould like to raise, could you please let the Pash
Clerk know in advance and at the latest by the Fray immediately preceding the meeting. This will
give him the chance to collect the most up to dateinformation available.

THE PARISH CLERK TO WHOM ALL CORRESPONDENCE SBBBDODRESSED IS:-
BRUCE POOLE, "THE CHIPPINGS', 21 STONELEIGH CLOSE

BURNHAM-ON- SEA, SOMERSET TA8 3EE

TEL. 07887 802922 or e-mail:bruce.poole2@btopenwod.com

This Village Newsletter is published four times a y ear, March, June,
September and December. Date sensitive material and publicity notices
should reach the Editor well in advance of the even t as a de®nite
publishing date cannot be guaranteed.

The Deadline for the next issue is 16th February 2 008

Our aim is to provide a copy of this magazine fre¢o every household within the Parish of Bleadon.
Those who live outside the Parish may be able to ¢din a copy from the Village shop or the Church
porch. | should like to thank all those who help wih the distribution of the magazine and | hope

| can count on your future support. If there are ohers out there who would like to help please let
me know (01934 814142).

Unless otherwise stated the opinions and commentsx@ressed in this magazine are those of
the contributor and not of Bleadon Parish CouncilAnyone who has a comment to make on the
content of this publication or has a contribution for inclusion, should send it to :-

Mrs. Penny Robinson, 1, The Veale, Bleadon. BS24RN
Tel. 01934 814142 | e-mail : penny.rob@btopenworld.com

Keep up to date with the Parish Council news and tgee this magazine online go to%

www.bleadonparishcouncil.gov.uk



Chairman©s Report '

. . . QUALITY
As Chairman, | am always pleased to write a shoreport for the Village PARISH

News to update you with the Council's work, althoudh | must confess it counen
does seem to come round very quickly!

The Bleadon Historical Society inauguration was welttended and a great success. As a result, we
have decided to initiate a formal society in the N& Year to collate photos, artifacts and anecdotes
from Bleadon's history. A Bleadon Snapshot 2008atendar of old local photographs is now on
sale, a wonderful keepsake and surely on everyonéXhristmas gift list.

A draft of the Village Plan's ®nal report will be tcussed at a Steering Committee meeting in
December and thereafter will be presented to the Regsh Council. Many of the issues in the early
awish list® have been completed or are being respoded to by the Council. We are pleased the
village is running well and | personally believe @t we will be as proud of the future as we are of
Bleadon's past. Please support your village in ¢hNew Year so all the milestones reached may be
celebrated.

The Training and Information Seminar for Councill@; mentioned in my last report, had to be
cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances. Thisilwbe rescheduled in the spring and will enable
Bleadon Councillors, plus local councillors from far other Parishes, to be briefed on new legislation
In the interim, the Parish Clerk and | will attendthe South West Regional SLCC Conference in
Bristol.

Our Village Policeman, PC Church, intends to restafillage surgeries once a week in the afternoon
in the New Year; dates will be published.

The Parish Council meets every second Monday of theonth and you are always welcome to attend
so we may have contact and direct feedback from theommunity.
May | wish you a happy Christmas and very best wish for the New Year.

Penny Skelley, Chairman

Bleadon Snapshot 2008

THE CALENDAR IS AVAILABLE FROM THE POST OFFICE,
FROM THE VILLAGE MARKETS AND FROM THE QUEEN'S ARMS

PRICE £5.00

PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE WILL GO TOWARDS THE SEHTING
OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Friends of Bleadon Church

Many thanks to all those who supported us throughou 2007. It
has been quite a good year. Starting with the Maypay Fayre, whic
was a great success after a wet start. Due to theveather we coulc
not have the Bouncy Castle which was a disappointrmé for the
children. At the end of May we had the Hermitage Bsemble, a quartet from St Petersburg, Russia,
sing in the Church. A sell-out success.

The Harvest Supper in September is always a populavent and this year was no exception. A
brilliant after-supper speaker.

As part of the Weston Arts Festival, in October wénad the Pontnewydd Male Choir sing in the
Church. Again, we sold all tickets and it was a grat entertaining evening.

So, once again, thank you for your support and wedok forward to 2008 when we have some great
events lined up. Next years May Day Fayre will s Monday, 5th May. We hope to have some
new attractions so make a note in your diary!

Look out for future events that will be advertisedn the Church and Village Magazines and posters
will be placed on the Village notice boards.

It takes an awful lot of money to keep the Church pen. The Friends work very hard to raise funds
in a very enjoyable way. Frankly if it was not fothe money raised by the Friends, the Church
would close. And then where would you go for yourBaptisms, Marriages and Funerals? If you are
interested in joining our working, friendly group, please give me a call on 01934 813636.

May we wish everyone a Merry and Blessed Christm&sgether with a Happy and Healthy New
Year.

Brian Drinkwater

Bleadon Baby and Toddler Group

The baby and toddler group continues to thrive withmany new members joining this year. This is
a busy time for us in the run up to Christmas, we hve fund raising events taking place for Children
In Need, we have a photographer visiting one sesgiato photograph all of the children, there is a
morning when we bring along a relative so that theycan join in and see what we get up to, and
of course a Christmas party!

We have a Health Visitor who is available on the Z2hand 4th Wednesday of each month to weigh
babies and discuss any issues you may have.

New members are always welcome, we meet each Wedragy 10 a.m. -12 a.m. in the Coronation
Hall. If you look after a grandchild on a Wednesdawhy not come along?



Parochial Church Council News

The September meeting of the Parochial Church Couihavas one
of the most important gatherings of recent times. We met to
discuss the future churchmanship of the parish andn particular,
concentrated on the recommendation to the Bishop ofa successor
to our former Rector, David Parkinson.

The P.C.C. following a full debate, unanimously aged we recommend that the Rev©d Bethan
Gutteridge assume responsibility for our parish éleadon. Our reasons for the decision included our
good working relationship with the parish of Bournvlle now extending over the last two years; that
Bethan®s relatively close geographical locationdor parish boundary (unlike some other possible
candidates residing much further away from Bleadon.made her more immediately available; also
that unlike some of the other candidates consideredBethan would only have responsibility for
two parishes whereas others in this area had we caidered too heavy a burden of responsibility
already.

Clearly we all would have wished it possible for aingle occupancy, in the role of Rector of Bleadon,
to have continued the tradition which has existed wer several centuries, but sadly this is no longer
possible.

However change will take some time and in all probaility well not occur until the New Year.
Arrangements have been made for the continuing progion of services throughout the following
months including the usual Christmas services andién up to Easter. We are fortunate to be able
to rely on the good services of the retired clergyesident in this area.

On a separate note you may note that the Rectory ience again occupied. This is a temporary
provision lasting some six months. Due to some admistrative dif®culties in permanently disposing
of the building, a tenancy involving the Chaplin aMur®eld School, Street, has been arranged whilst
the Chaplin©s own house at Mur®eld is renovated.

The P.C.C. wishes all readers and the parish genkéya happy and joyful Christmas and a prosperous
New Year!

David Elliott

Christingle

The ®rst Christingle service was held in Marienbom Moravia in 1747, when the pastor, John de
Wattville, wanting to ®nd a new way of telling the Christmas story to children, gave each child a
lighted candle tied with a red ribbon. He asked then to relight them at home and place them in
their windows to show the Light of Christ to passes by. The tradition was kept alive by the Moravian
church and in the United Kingdom was adopted by theChildren©s Society in the 1950s as a way of
raising awareness of their work.

Many churches and schools now hold Christingle seices any time from Advent to the end of the
Epiphany season. Each child is helped to take anange (representing the World) and insert four
cocktail sticks into it (representing the four seams). Fruit, nuts and sweets can then be attachedt
the cocktail sticks to represent the fruits of theEarth. A red ribbon is then tied around the centreof
the orange as a reminder that Christ died for us &lFinally, a small lighted candle is placed on top
to symbolise Jesus Christ, Light of the World.



First Bleadon Sunday Club

Christmas preparations have to start early when wenly meet once a month. We have drawn and
submitted our entries for this year©s Church Chnigts card competition; we should know who won
as you read this.

We were delighted to ®nd out that our work in prepaation for the Christingle service includes
making all the Christingles this year. We have anged to meet the Saturday before and expect a
busy afternoon. We hope we will be allowed to distibute the oranges in Church, where we will be

able to show off our new sweatshirts and logo - alichosen and designed by the children, of course.
Our new design emphasises that fact that we have @nged our name to First Bleadon Sunday Club
- simply because we intend to meet on the ®rst Suray from next year. This will stop our meetings
from coinciding quite as much with school holidays.

At the Harvest Festival we welcomed churchgoers ouaf service with biscuits we cooked while they
were in Church. They appreciated our efforts so nah that we will be cooking cakes and taking
them along to our next meeting so that we can holda mini-cake stall at the end of service again.
All proceeds will go towards the cost of our new sveatshirts.

If your child wants to join us, we currently meet @ the last Sunday of each month at 10.15am at
Church.

Who do you think you are?

As churchwarden | recently received a letter via D@ Parkinson dated 13th June reading ....

"My name is Jamie Broome and I©m contacting you rfroall to Wall television where we are
currently making a programme called "Who Do You Thk You Are" for BBC 1. The programme
looks into the ancestry of famous people and takethem on a journey to ®nd out more about their
ancestors.

"One of the people | am currently working on has damily line called the Yeo©s. The Yeo family was
a wealthy family from the Bleadon area."| have beetold that the Yeo©s have a family vault between
the choir stalls in the Church of St Peter and StaRl in Bleadon. | am hoping | will be able to talkio
you about this and hopefully you will be able to Icate the vault."

So after a long and in depth telephone call with Jmie he asked if we could locate the tomb
and give him details so that he could come to Bleash and look for himself. "Who is this famous
person?" | enquired. "Sorry, not allowed to say!'agd Jamie. But we were happy to help.

Reyn and | met in the Church and rolled back the cpet from the Altar to the Chancel steps. And
there we saw it. The tomb Jamie wanted:

"Here
Lieth Interd the Body
John, Son of John Whipp
July 20, 1658
Etc, etc....
Then, further down was what we were looking for:

"Here lies the Body of George Yeo
Died 1748"



Who do you think you are? cont.

Much of the inscription on the tomb is very indisthct. But we could interpret enough for Jamie to
be interested. A phone call from Sarah at Wall to WIl con®rmed that they were very interested and
she would be coming down with Tom McCarthy, the prgramme's producer to look at the tomb for
themselves. Back up came the carpet again. Up theWer! Round the Church Yard ....All OK. They
would like to ®Im the Bleadon sequence on Tuesday8th August. Be there about 11.00am.. Reyn
and | were fully prepared for what we had to do. Rdl back the carpet for the celebrity to look at and
examine the tomb. On Monday, 27th August there wasan urgent call from Sarah saying they were
on the M5 and as their schedule was running earlywvas it possible to ®Im the inside of the Church
at 6.00 p.m. that evening and do the outside shotsand possibly up the Tower the next morning?
Yes, it was OK with Reyn, so we had it all ready veim the ®Im crew arrived. Cameraman, soundman,
driver, Sarah and Tom and the TV personality.

Reyn and | were fully rehearsed. We had to greet ¢éhcelebrity when he walked into the Church, take
him up the aisle to the Chancel, roll back the cargt and then for the ®rst time the famous TV star
would know about and see his ancestors tomb! | Whata surprise it would be for him.

After about 4 or 5 attempts to get him to shake our hands correctly and for me to get the words
right, we managed to get him up the aisle. On our fands and knees, roll back the carpet to the
Chancel steps to reveal the tomb. How many times diwe have to do this? How many times did he
have to read the words on the tomb? How many timesdid Reyn and | get on our knees? All for a
brief moment in a one hour show.

A few days after the ®Iming | received the followig letter from Sarah:

"Dear Brian,

Thank you so much for all your help with arrangingour ®ming at St Peter & St Paul©s Church last
week and for taking part in the ®Im yourself. Tom ad | were so grateful to you, and Laurence
genuinely enjoyed seeing the tombstone inscriptionf his ancestor George Yeo.

Tom will begin putting the programme together and editing it into a one hour episode next week

- although unfortunately the ®Im will not be aireduntil Autumn 2008! | have asked Wall to Wall to
notify you of the transmission date next year andend a copy.

Hope you and Reyn don®t have to roll back the catgain too soon!!

Thanks and best wishes Sarah Mould and the Team"

The programme is scheduled to be shown in Septembe&008.
And who is this famous television celebrity?
None other than Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen.

As churchwarden | would like to thank Wall to Wallfor their generous donation which has been
used to relay the carpet!!

Brian Drinkwater



Let©s do it again!

Bleadon's ®rst Harvest Home was considered suchucsess that the Coronation Hall Management
Committee has had no hesitation in agreeing to repat the venture on the equivalent Saturday next
year = 13th September.

The lunch was rated excellent for both quality andquantity with a really cheerful, friendly
atmosphere throughout the hall. Meanwhile the youth Club was open for light refreshments,
(which later included a post-prandial cuppa for sore of the elderly lunchers) and laid on a barbecue
with musical accompaniment, while families picnicke in the park. There were races and games
afterwards, and | closed the hall door on the lastrinker at about 5.00pm.

The evening entertainment by the “Steam Band' gavenjoyment to an age range from mid-teens
to mid-eighties so we must been doing something ridpt, but the attendance was lower than hoped
for.

Many thanks to all who helped in so many ways + segou next September.

L.M.

The ©Steam Band®© in action

Harold©s Century

Harold Dobson who lives in The Veale will celebrateis 100th birthday on January 19th 2008.

His friends in the Village and Weston are hoping tamrganize a party for him in The Coronation
Hall on that afternoon. All who know him and would like to be a part of these celebrations please
contact:-

Jean Thorne on 01934 814007.

NB. Harold knows about this, so no need for secreayn this occasion!
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Bleadon Youth Club

The Club has continued to thrive this year, membehgp has stabilised at around 40 young people.
The programme of Youth Work has developed and asr@sult members have enjoyed many trips e.g.
sur®ng, mountain biking, karting, Sedgemoor Splashnd horse riding.

The club is currently open every Tuesday and Thuasdevening 7pm-9pm for Year 7+ and is run by
a friendly team of quali®ed and experienced youth arkers.

Our Tuesday Lifeskills Project - These sessiongiofiembers the opportunity of working towards a
North Somerset Award and/or ASDAN Award. This ye#lte young people have enjoyed badminton
and trampolining; a music project run by Kayto Soud where they produced their own CD; outdoor
cookery/BBQ skills and they are currently plannirand learning to cook a three course meal.

Please note that from 15th January 2008 Tuesday sssns will be open for a 6-8 week dance and
drama group delivered by @Creative Flow°. The sessi time will change to 6.00pm-7.30pm for this
project.

Thursday nights are open from 7pm = 9pm (50p). Therogramme includes a 2graf®ti° arts project,
badminton, table tennis, pool, volleyball, arts & cafts, photo-stories, posters, Christmas crafts &
food, nail art and discos.

We also have a 2Boyz Night®. A schedule of dategjmes and activities will be displayed on the
notice board outside the club.

We will be having a ‘table-top' sale on 20 Jan 2008(£5.00 per table). This will be a good
opportunity for an early spring clear-out!. We alsoplan to organise a “car wash' session later in the
Spring. Details will be on the notice board.

We have recently appointed two new committee membes; Maz Stuart (Treasurer) and Julie Alhinai,
our thanks go to them for volunteering.

The modernisation continues and the area outside ahe Club has seen the installation of CCTV, a
great block paved patio area, with sturdy wooden thles and benches and a purpose built 'owerbed
to disguise the Telegraph Pole! Our thanks go to Ma&hall's for donating the block pavers, this has
transformed the area into a welcoming communal plae to meet. I'm sure we would have had many
more BBQ's if the sun had shone more this summer!!

We are proud of our Youth Club and its loyal membes, | am sure they are also proud to have such
a great place to “chill'.

Kim Herivel
Chair

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY COLLECTION 2007

This year's Poppy collection in Bleadon totalled 88.74p, beating the
previous best by over £70. Obviously some sterlingork was put in by the
house-to-house collectors |.D.Clarke, Clive MorriSarah Ripley Jill Walford

and Pete Williams.

Takings were also higher at the static collectiongints in Catherine's Inn, the Church, the Post Of@c
and the Queen's Arms, so all in all members of th@ublic have been very generous this year.
L.M.




Bleadon Beat

My name is PC Steve Church | am your Beat managardatogether
with PCSO Emma Wright, form the Neighbourhood Poling Team for
Bleadon.

Local issues

As reluctant as | am to use the, Q' word, things hve been very quiet on the crime front as far as
Bleadon is concerned. The level of crime can beseMiescribed as very low at this moment in time,
long may it last. | know that will be little comfort for those few households that have been victims
of crime recently. Some crime is dif®cult to foregeand harder to eliminate however with a few

simple measures the risks can be signi®cantly redatc

I am pleased to offer households within the Parisla free home security survey, which will include
the most up to date advice on crime prevention releant to your home. To book your survey please
phone 01934 638123.

Also starting in the New Year, Tuesday, January 8tA008 we will be commencing a weekly

Police Surgery in Bleadon. From that date we wibe in the village every Tuesday from 2pm till
4pm,this facility is for you to speak to us in persn regarding local Policing issues, to receive cram
prevention/personal security advice or just to pua face to our names. Use it, as a “drop in' centre
no appointment required. The Bleadon Police surgemyill be held at the Church room near the old

rectory. Lastly please have a safe and crime fredrdtmas and New Year and remember,

aBleadon is still a safe place to live and crime ilatively low,
with your help we can drive it even lower®

CONTACT DETAILS
Emergency - 999
For urgent Police response,

Crime in progress, Life in danger etc
Non-Emergency - 0845 456 7000
Historic crime, Lost and found property, etc
Non-urgent - 01934 638123

This one's direct to our of®ce, you may have to le@ a message on an answer phone -
But we will get back to you. So please leave a cdact telephone number

Our E-mail addresses are; -
steven.church@avonandsomerset.police.uk
emma.wright@avonandsomerset.police.uk



Bleadon Coronation Hall
Reg. Charity No. 104602

Here is very little to report at the time of writig, as | have
unfortunately had to miss the last two monthly meetngs due to my
careless handling of a kettle of boiling water, bak in September!
After a spell in Frenchay burns unit and subsequeriteatment, I'm
now making a slow recovery.

However the Hall Management Committee is a team, aha very good one at that, so we are
fortunate to have such a dedicated band running theHalls.

There have been a number of improvements in the pagear, (especially the added facility of a
dishwasher in the main kitchen) and there are morender discussion for 2008.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish all Hall users and my many friends in this lovely villag
a very Happy Christmas and Peaceful, Healthy NewaYe

Len Chamberlain (Chairman)

The Bleadon Village Market

This has proved a really popular and successful emprise and provides a good source of income for
the Halls. It has come a long way in such a shorimne, from a few tables in one hall at Christmas, to
now, when both halls bustle with much activity on the third Saturday of each month. | know that

those who come regularly enjoy the atmosphere andsee you at the market' has become a regular
greeting. A get-together over a cup of coffee anda teacake means that people from different
ends of the village meet again like they once dichithe “old shop’, and it is great to see ‘community
in action'.

LONG MAY IT CONTINUE!

Dates for your 2008 diary

January 19th, February 16th, March 22nd, April 19thMay 17th, June 21st,
July 19th, August 16th, Sept. 20th, Oct. 18th, Nov.15th,

Dec. 6th Christmas Fayre
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Nativity 1958

Panto + Snow White
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Methodist Sunday School 1937-38

School 1910



Rectuty Putty W0

Preparing for a dinner in the garden



The additional cost of reproducing these photos has been met
by the generous sponsorship from Marshall's Quarry
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See you on New Year©s Eve

As has been the case for some years now,
admission to the Queen's Arms and Catherine's mn
on New Year's Eve will be strictly by ticket only.

Therefore to cater for those who fancy a casual dik in a less crowded
environment -

THE BAR at the CORONATION HALL
will be open from 8pm
Please note there will be no admissions after 10pm
and the bar will close at 12.30am

There will be music for atmosphere and dancing,
and customers are welcome to bring along their ownCDs.
They will also be welcome to bring food,
as long as they clear up and wash up!

The aim is to have a convivial but not deafening @ning,
as was demonstrated
by a recent birthday party in the Hall.

Bleadon Folk Dance Club

Sadly this club may have to fold, due to the falln numbers during

the last season.

John Thomlinson our caller has not been well and sb our supply

caller lan Hall has been in hospital.

Thank you to all those who have supported us in theast and you

never know we may get lucky and entice some new mebers to

join us in the New Year!

If you are interested in partaking of some fun exeise to jolly music then contact Jean on 814007

This is to say a big' Thank You' to my many friendand family who gave me a wonderful 80th
birthday celebration on September 1st. How so manpeople kept this long planned event a secret
from me, is still a mystery. | couldn't have wishedor a better surprise, particularly as it was inte
Coronation Hall, a "Home from Home' for me, - as myinvolvement with it has now reached 22
years.
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Bleadon Ladies Club

As 2007 draws to a close we can all look back on &uccessful year,
having been entertained by some very interesting sjkers. Because of
the summer "oods in Evesham our annual outing hadd be rescheduled
and but we enjoyed a good day in Dartmouth instead.

2008 promises to be just as varied and interesting.

January 8th
‘Passions and Values of the Company'
by Brenda Johnson from the "Body Shop'

February 12th

“Travels in South India’
An illustrated talk by
Mrs. Ann Miller

March 11th
"My Life in Canada as an Evacuee'
by Mrs. Pat Bennett

The Club meets in the Coronation Hall at 2.30pm orthe 2nd Tuesday of the month, so why not
come and join us in the New Year - you will be assaed of a very warm welcome.

The Committee would like to wish all members, theifamilies and friends
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

For more information ring Barbara on 814362.

Bleadon Short Mat Bowls

Another season has started, so as usual, we are nta@ggy three times a week in the Coronation
Hall.

Sunday and Tuesday afternoons and Friday eveningghis season we have only one team in the
league, which means that we are able to have socidlowling during every session.

Although we are only running one league team, we ty to give everyone, who wishes, a chance to
experience the cut and thrust of competitive bowlsIf you would like to experience the fun of our
social bowls, just turn up at one of our regular sesions with a pair of slippers or "at bottomed
shoes. We will provide the bowls and get you starte.

We are looking forward to our New Year Dinner andr a couple of months and our bowls holiday
when we stay at Torquay.

| am pleased to report that we are currently fourthin the league, while still maintaining our policy
giving a lot of our members a chance to play in ts type of game.

Fred James, Chair.
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New DVD * The Wildlife of Somerset Levels

For sale now = a brand new DVD that includes momestof

wildlife never seen before.

Set in one of Britain's most valuable and excitingwvetlands

+ the Somerset Levels, ®med over 8 years by anépéndent

®Im-maker, this ®m shows over an hour of fascinaty wildlife,

ecology and people living in this wetland paradise.

Life on the Levels is always changing and this DWill show how and what may happen next to this
aquatic paradise. Fauna, “ora, “ooding and the futue + its all there in this special mix.

Our 2guides® are the beautiful mute swan and the pgular otter. From the air, from the water surface
to underwater, we share their lives across the seass with a fascinating diversity of neighbours.
Herons, frogs, moles, butteries, owls, geese, duck ®sh, water voles, snakes, ®eld mice, and
a spectacular starling roost all feature. In partidar though, we focus on three otter cubs who
became national celebrities + 2Splish®, 2Splash® ah#Splosh® at the Secret World Wildlife Centre.
We ask what happened to their mother and what has appened to them 18 months later? Young
otter cubs and baby swans are truly appealing!

The ®Im-maker is Richard Brock of Living Planet Buations and The Brock Initiative, who has spent
over 35 years working at the BBC Natural History litnin Bristol with David Attenborough on the
series', @Life on Earth®and @The Living Planet’and many other BBC productions.

Whatever your interest, your age, or your backgrouh there's something to intrigue and surprise
you in this new DVD. Farming, ®shing, walking, cyiolg, photography, bird-watching + and all sorts
of other wildlife are revealed in detail. More broally, the current challenges of “ooding, land-use,
and sea level rise provide a wide perspective onteuly remarkable 2water paradise®.

Also, included inside the DVD box is a special bosut an exciting lea et full of information and
interesting facts on the Somerset Levels and locaature reserves.

The DVD is available from the beginning of December

‘Somerset's Water Paradise + Wildlife on the Levels', RRP £14.99, but this special offer you can
receive not only this DVD, but another production ad interesting facts for only£9.99!

For your copy, please contacClaire Allen on one of the following:
"Almond Leigh', Undertown Lane, Compton Martin, Bri stol, BS40 6ND (address)
01761 221 147(landline) mark@clairea.wanadoo.co.uk (email)

Please supply us with your contact details, includg your name, address, (telephone number and
email are optional). Please note that postage andgrkaging will be£2.50. Please make cheques for
£12.49 payable to + Richard Brock.

And, for every copy you buy, you will receive a feewildlife ® m from Richard Brock's previous
productlons (please note that the free one maybe oVHS format). Previous productions include:
Little egrets in the estuaries of South Devon
The extraordinary life of moorhens on the River Bew near Bristol
The nature of Chew Valley Lake, ®med as a diapyer ten years.
And, the River Thames in London%°the famous riveryou don't know®.

To con®rm, for just £12.49, you will receive:
1 DVD of "Somerset's Water Paradise + Wildlife othe Levels'
1 other FREE wildlife production
An exciting lea et with interested facts about the Somerset Levels.

Please note we are a non-pro®t wildlife and conserv ation ® m company and that a donation,
per copy sold, will go to local charities + details to be con®rmed later in the month.
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All at Sea -
Ken Tapley - Chairman Bleadon Photographic Group.

| wonder how many readers of this article had the god fortune to visit
Cowes last August at the height of "Cowes Week", ¢hpremier event in
the sailing calendar? If you were, you must have k&n some photos of
some of the competing boats and wondered whether yars would be the
"picture of a lifetime". You may have rubbed shoués with some of the
professional photographers trying to capture theirsBut there is a family of
professional photographers going back to 1888 who letween them have taken 75,000 glass plate negatives
goodness knows how many ®Im negatives and now digit images, they are the Bekens. Most of the glass
plates were taken by Frank Beken but all of them er'pictures of a lifetime".

The company, Beken of Cowes Ltd., have been takingaritime pictures since 1888 when the family moved
to Cowes from Canterbury where the founder of the potographic company, Frank was born. His father
Alfred, already a chemist and photographer startedhis pharmacy business, Beken & Son Ltd., and thiss/
where Frank and his son Keith worked as chemistsely soon, Frank could be seen in a 14ft. dinghy psuing
his hobby of photography by photographing some of he ®ne vessels which plied Southampton Water and
the Solent. Very quickly he realised that the belles cameras of the day were not conducive to a lifat sea and
so decided to construct his own. Made of Mahoganytiwas essentially a box camera with a difference.used
8"x6" glass plates, had a ground glass view®nderthe top and a rubber tube connected to a rubber bub.
The bulb was held ®rmly between his teeth and wasié means of ®ring the shutter by biting the bulb ad
causing air pressure to activate it. This method abled him to have both hands free to hold this cumlersome
camera whilst standing up in a small launch. The caera was the size of an old bread bin and the weighof
an early 20th century typewriter. Focusing was aakved by having a screw thread on the lens mount wlit
settings, "dinghies", "yachts" and "liners".

Frank was a familiar sight in the Solent to the méme fraternity and was known to the Master of "Titaic",
and so it was that on leaving Southampton on her diastrous maiden voyage in 1912, he recognised Frank
and sounded the ship©s horn. Frank took a picturadathat was the ®nal professional photograph takerof
the ill fated liner.

On the demise of Frank, his son Keith took over thieusiness which then spanned both the glass plateral
®Im era but now using more conventional cameras. Bause of his prowess with small boats he served #ir
Sea Rescue during the 1939/45 war, skippering a Higspeed 60ft. launch. He died in February 2007 hawy
been active in the business until taking his last professiahphotograph at the age of 82, of "Silk 11" taking
a crash dive at Cowes in 1996.

His son Ken continues the family tradition but nowusing digital imaging and still producing beautifulrecords
of competitors and events in the Solent.

The name of Beken is inexorably linked to the greaind the good of sailing in international circles.Most
having been photographed by one or other of the fanily at sometime during the last 120 years. Namesk
King George V, the Duke of Edinburgh, Sir Thomaspton the tea tycoon and Americas Cup challenger, iSi
Max Aitken MY the media mogul who later became Lor@eaverbrook, Sir Thomas Sopwith aviation Pioneer
and William Stephenson who was at that time, the ovmer of Woolworths. The list goes on and includes soe
of the captains of industry, heads of governmentsiad some of the royalty of Europe of the time. Keitf®s link
with the Duke of Edinburgh it came about after thewar when Keith was attending the Sailing Club in Gees

in the 19500s and was wearing the Air Sea Resceeltiwas recognised by a man called Horsley, an akman,
and during their conversation they discovered thaKeith had picked him up off the French coast duringhe
war. Horsley was then equerry to the Duke and intiduced each to the other. Their association lastedountil
the Duke gave up sailing in the late 80©s and dwithese years the Duke was photographed many times
including him sailing his yacht "Cowslip" with theenowned designer Uffa Fox, and later on his famougacht,
"Bluebottle". The style of photography produced hife family is quite unique and has been describedsayacht
portraiture, but what ever it is called it has nevebeen surpassed and probably never will be. Thewbe been,
and still are, truly dedicated practitioners of theart of marine photography.
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No room at the Inn -
A story at Christmas
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Bleadon Horticultural Society
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Bleadon Historical Society

Some 38 people attended the inaugural meeting of tle proposed

village Historical Society that was held in the Conation Hall on

Monday 29th October. An inspirational talk was giva by Mrs.

Elisabeth Skinner a senior lecturer at the Univetgiof Gloucestershire

on her personal experiences being involved with Shpscombe

Historical Society for the last 25 years. She algmave an insight to

her recently published book entitled “Sheepscombe @ne Thousand Years in this Gloucestershire
Valley'

We all agreed with Mrs. Skinner when she told us tht the way forward was "to collect and preserve
any archives and artifacts that we have' and thatwe should do our best to encourage study and
promote as much interest as possible in the historgf the village'.

| would like to take these ideas forward and to thaend I'm asking as many of you who were either

born in Bleadon or who have lived here for many yea to share with me your memories, in much

the same way as you did with the photos a few yearback. If you know of people who have moved

away who would be willing to help then please let ne have a contact address, | know there is a
wealth of historical knowledge out there and it neels to be tapped into while there is still time.

The sorts of thing that we are interested in are:-
- Letters
Photos
Old postcards
Maps
Pamphlets or lea ets of village events
Diaries of the time etc

But most of all it is your personal memories | wanto hear about --- of school, church or chapel, the
quarry, farming, transport, commerce ,- anything infact that paints a picture of bygone Bleadon.

I know from the response | get from publishing theold photos in this magazine that there is a great
interest in Bleadon's past; | should like to turn hat into something positive so that the children
living in Bleadon today have a permanent record oiow it used to be. Please be assured that any
precious documents will be taken great care of anghersonal artifacts will only need to be scanned
and/or copied; most of the archive material will oty need to be kept on computer at this stage, so
as to preserve the information on disc.

| hope that a second meeting can be arranged for sme time in January to which many more of you
will come so please check village notice boards fatetails nearer the time.

Meanwhile | hope that many of you will purchase "Bladon Snapshot 2008' calendar + the pro®ts
from which will go towards getting the Bleadon Hisbrical Society off the ground.

So if you are interested please get in touch!
Penny Robinson

Tel. 01934 814142
e-mail penny.rob@btopenworld.com
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Bleadon Players

Bleadon Friendship Club Days out with WDCT and Dial a Ride

September 26th Wednesday

Following our usual summer break we took a day outo Puxton Park

Country Store and restaurant, we received a very wa welcome and specially laid up reserved
table. Several of us took a conducted tour aroundhe new facilities (and were very impressed)

October 31st Wednesday

A much requested visit to Clarks Village at Stre¢ivhere to our

surprise) we found the rest of Bleadon Village on e spending sprees. The visit was made so much
easier by having our own twin wheelchairs with usit was ®rst outing for them although in general
use to and from the club. We are so indebted to tle Quartet (Mellor Fund) for making it possible
for us to purchase this much needed equipment

November 28th Wednesday
Again by popular demand a visit to Ottery St Mary @rden Centrefor Christmas Shopping if we
follow last years pattern will require a "eet of vans to ferry shopping back to Bleadon.

A Very Happy Christmas to all Beryl 81336
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Lympsham Manor Livery

Rectory Way, Lympsham
Nr Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS24 OEN

Livery yard in the heart of Lympsham providing a s&, comfortable
and friendly environment for your horse or pony.

Facilities include:

- Optional use of an outdoor arena 60m x 20m

- DIY, part or full livery, plus full range of livg services
- All year round turnout in individual paddocks

- Hay and straw included

- Prices from £25 inclusive per week

Please call Sally to view or book a place on
07788 531996 / 07840 862405

What's On - In the Coronation Halls -
Make a note in your Diary!

Sunday 16th December 2-5 pm Christingle Party Blead Church

Monday 31st December 8-12.30 pm Les's New Year'svE Bar + Bring Your
Own Music and Food!

Thursday, Friday, Saturday PANTOMIME! Bleadon Playe
10th, 11th 12th January

Saturday 15th March 2-5 pm Spring Flower Show  Hortultural Society
Saturday 5th April 10am-noon Coffee Morning Friendsip Club

use the Coronation Halls
Mondays Contact
2.00 -5.00 pm Bleadon Bridge Club Mr D Munden 81272
9.45-10.45am  Marie©s Mini Movers Mrs M Keele 039 038 071
7.00 - 9.00 pm Exercise Classes ** Mrs M Keele 079338 071
7.30 pm British Sugarcraft Guild Mrs F Hatcher 62084
1st Monday W.S.M. Branch
7.30 pm Bleadon Parish Council Mr B Poole, Clerk 887 802922
2nd Monday
Tuesdays
2.00 - 4.00 pm Bleadon Ladies Group Mrs B Pugh 8162

2nd Tuesday
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2.30 - 4.30 pm

6.00 - 7.30 pm

7.45-9.00 pm
(term time)

7.30 pm
1st,2nd,4th,5th

7.30 pm
3rd + Oct-June

Wednesdays

10.00 am - noon

A list of organisations which regularly
use the Coronation Halls

Bleadon Short Mat Bowling Club** MrsJ Tiney

Sept-May

Bleadon Brownies**

Bleadon Guides**

Bleadon Photographic Group
Sept-May

Bleadon Horticultural Society

Infant Welfare Clinic

813893
Mrs R Hemmings 81891
Mrs B Ware 811545
Mr K Tapley 62387
Mr C Cudlipp 813152

The Health \éitor at the Clinic

2nd & 4th & Toddler Group

10.00 am - noon  Toddler Group Mrs E Knight 625089
1st,3rd & 5th

1.30pm Yoga Class Mrs D Marsh

7.30pm Bleadon Players/Rehearsals Mrs S Gibbon 64851
Thursdays

10-12 noon Art: Watercolour painting class** Mrs BDavies 813363
8.00pm Bleadon Folk Dancing Group Mrs J Thorne 8140
1st & 3rd Thurs Sept-June

7.30pm Bleadon Sugarcraft Club Mrs C Peters 8437HR6587
4th Thursday

Fridays

2-4pm Bleadon Friendship Club Mrs B Davies 813363
7.00pm Short Mat Bowling Club** Mrs J Tiney 813893
Sept-May

5-7pm Pilates Classes Mrs E Duf®ll 623653
Sundays

2.30 Short Mat Bowling Club** Mrs J Tiney 813893
Sept-May

**in the Jubilee Room

The Halls are available for hire by private indiwiéls or organisations. There is a reduced rate for
Bleadon residents. ENQUIRIES: 812370
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Bleadon Post Of®ce and Country Stores
and Tifln Coffee House

| imagine that by the time you get to read this, the Christmas rush will be
almost over and we will all be trying to decide whih New Year's resolution
we are going to make and probably break by the enaf January.

At the moment we are not planning too many changesin 2008 for the
shop, Post Of®ce and caf$, but one new addition wibe the meeting room
adjoining the caf$. This will be available daily fomeetings and conferences
or maybe as a venue for your club or association.o¥ can book this by
phoning the shop or call in to see if it meets youmeeds.

Something else we hope to introduce in the 2008 isa home delivery service,
which may be particularly useful as the colder weatker sets in.

May we take this opportunity to wish you all a "Vey Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year' and thank you for your custom andwgpport during 2007.

Phil, Stuart, all the staff and of course Alistaiand his family.
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