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What S BLERT?

The Bleadon and ‘Lympsham Environs Research Team'is a
community archaeology project, founded and: steered by Vince. .
gussett as part:ofNort Somerset S Communlty Archaeology

- trategy

It is recordlng the archaeology and hlstory of the parlshes marltme
moor and Mendip

‘It is intended to'last at least five years
It is collecting all'previous work: published and unp_ubl'ished
It will form:an archaeology and hrstory archive within the study: area

.We also hope to work with. all‘other bodies W|th an‘interest in the
hlstory and her|tage ofi our study drea:
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The two. parishes

The two ancient.parishes of
.Bleadon and Lympsham contain
elements of upland, moor and the
pivotal boundary of the Axe.

There is an ancient river port,, one
of the'earliest possessions of
.Glastonbury Abbey, nationally:
important. iron age field systems,
Bleadon man, one of the best-
preserved medieval field systems
in the West etc
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Alr photo anaIyS|S 4 ' :

A|r photographs both obllque
(like the view of South Hill;
Bleadon opposite) and vertical
" show us information about the
.-+ historic landscape thatis _ & %
_otherwise dlffICU|t to observe

The prehistoric field systems on 3" | Ve T “*é |

South Hill‘have now been ° P T \’\?"‘a\ g
' recorded-and surveyed by Dri ST TR o o
. Richard Wykes: the-use of . » hego - ' ’
_ these air photographs was - ﬁl - , -
~ invaltable to him. e ’J
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- .Th|s unpromlsmg 1964 air photograph from the '
Chartgrhouse area, when scanned ar;d d|g|taIIy '
proce%sed,. reveals mﬁch |nformat|on not | ,
|m’med|ately.pbv1c$us on the original - g ;

- Grlglnaf scanned at 1200dp1 0n43pson‘2400U scanner and preéessed w1th Photoshop 6
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A ’ﬁ o Frohftthe 1658. map&)f o
.7+ Bleadon, with its basically
L T SRR edieval land: ape,

B .#?I}rough the bu%oho Hnls
W, . sketches of the de}g,ghtful
_ Two extra'cts i 'I75§3,map of Lympsﬁam
- fromthe 1;_755{ " and the 1803 plan of the *-
jmap ol ses NI L same parish, theshistoric.

'.aa'maps of the area show a
- wealth of npw~vam§hed -_t. :

pul}dlr?gs roads,. '
i IandScapes and f
- earthworks G

| ‘,QfA"nd that's befg?&the
_ - 1840s Tlthq maps are
" ¥ and a (;J,ay&ltgt fialociane - Thou ComlderEd o 15:"" o Loy
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* . Awindmill at Batch., .
-"yr_- : _*..'"I' it : ..ij__- : i

.e:. . Extracts by kind permission of the
- Somerset Record Office
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CoIIectlng the anthuariehs

It will'be necessary to recover
‘information from many sources
that were'not intended for use

- as evidence in modern

. archaeological studies . _ & %

‘An‘Avon County. air photograph frorh a
series promotlng tourism, 1983 S
Roman Road, Bleadon




Boundary: survey

BLERT will survey all the
hedges, walls and other
boundaries of the area

Botanical recording will give
clues to the whereabouts  of
‘missing woodland’

Recording of banks, ditches,
walls.and other boundary
features will give elues to
dates of enclosure and the
nature of past landscapes,
including transitions from rural
to urban
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BL%RT has GIS me plng avallable
check on sites and" hem Iocatlons
"Iands vyhere ot"her meghods are probIeymahc), and acqess to. computugg -,.
facnrfes for photo analysis and arcl’ﬁw mcIudmg“‘(onﬁ day)a: <% :
*communlty ard'raeology workst‘atlon w hln North Somerset Ct)“uncn (next e ;*“"'__'

‘to. Vlnce S deskl) S
Les*s arable is nbwadays a,yallable
for trad jonal ﬁeld walking, but -

+BLERT yill carry out erJh survey
as |spos§|bre K i

¥, A _".'-"'-L__ By
¥ Br 1 TERT




And finally...

This work needs you!

If you would like to'understand your home landscape

~ better, to’become patt of a group making ‘ground-
breaking studies of a fascinating and-ancient piece of
English countryside, then join BLERT!

No experience is necessary — just enthusiasm.

Just speak to Keith, Bob.or myself, and you're in!

Vincgé, on behalf of BLERT;.-November 2064
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