
SHAPING 
OUR 
FUTURE



Welcome to one of the UK’s  
most successful, innovative and 
desirable places to live and work –  
the West of England.

Home to the world-famous cities  
of Bristol and Bath, our region is 
extremely well-connected, at the 
crossroads of major motorways and 
railway lines, with an international 
airport and port.

We are a vibrant region, with  
a high level of employment, many 
flourishing businesses, excellent 
schools and colleges, and four 
world-class universities.

The West of England 
Combined Authority  
and the Local Enterprise 
Partnership are working 
with Government to 
develop a Local Industrial 
Strategy to deliver on our 
ambition to be a driving 
force for clean and 
inclusive growth.

This is an important 
opportunity for the  
West of England, and  
we are working with the 
business community to 
ensure that our strategy 
reflects the views and 
priorities of businesses.

To find out more about  
the Local Industrial 
Strategy and how you  
can get involved, visit 
westofengland-ca.gov.uk

Today, we are home to  
the UK’s most productive 
and fastest growing tech 
cluster; the UK’s largest 
aerospace cluster and an 
innovative energy sector. 
We also host a strong 
financial and professional 
services sector. 
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IMPROVING 
SKILLS AND 
KNOWLEDGE 

SUPPLY

A JOINED-UP 
EDUCATION, 

EMPLOYMENT 
AND SKILLS 

SYSTEM

HELPING 
BUSINESSES TO 
START-UP, GROW 
AND FLOURISH

BETTER LINKS 
TO REDUCE 

CONGESTION  
AND CONNECT 

PEOPLE

IMPROVED 
NATIONAL AND 

INTERNATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

MORE 
AFFORDABLE 
HOMES WITH 
A RANGE OF 

HOUSING TYPES

EMPLOYMENT 
SPACES TO MEET 

THE NEEDS OF 
ALL BUSINESSES

WORLD-LEADING 
DIGITAL 

CONNECTIONS 
ACROSS THE 

REGION

PROTECTING 
AND PROMOTING 

OUR REGION’S 
CULTURE

A driving 
force for clean 
and inclusive 

economic 
growth.

W
e will provide 

our residents with 

opportunities to develop 

the skills our regional 

businesses need.

PROVIDING RESIDENTS WITH 
SUPPORT, INFORMATION AND 
ADVICE TO UNLOCK CAREER 

POTENTIAL

FUTURE BRIGHT
Our new career support 
programme will improve 
the job prospects and 
enhance the life skills  
of our residents.

TRANSPORT
We will seek investment  
to transform suburban rail, 
increasing capacity and 
improving services, with  
the aim of encouraging  
more people to travel  
by train.

GOALS &  
AMBITIONS

HOMES
We will leverage 
funding from 
Government to  
build more homes, 
more quickly.

NETWORK
We will trial a superfast 
5G network at tourist 
attractions, allowing us 
to look at the wider and 
longer-term benefits of 
smart tech.

Take 
the next 
step

SUPPORTING 
BUSINESSES TO MAKE 
THE MOST OF EXPORT 

OPPORTUNITIES

SUPPORTING 
AN INNOVATIVE 

ECONOMY

We will enable our 
diverse, innovative 

and vibrant business 
community to flourish.



The West of England is 
one of the UK’s most 
successful regions, a 
highly desirable place 
to live and work.

47.8%
of working age population educated  
to NVQ level 4 (degree) or higher 
(compared to 38.3% for England)

45%
of graduates who studied in the West of 
England are from the West of England

SEVERN BRIDGE

M4

M5

M4

M5

M5

BRISTOL AIRPORT

BRISTOL PORT

BRISTOL  
TEMPLE MEADS

BATH SPA

Bath Enterprise Zone

Junction 21 
Enterprise Area

Filton  
Enterprise  
Area

Somer Valley 
Enterprise Zone

Avonmouth 
Severnside 
Enterprise 
Area

Bristol Temple Quarter 
Enterprise Zone

Emersons Green 
Enterprise Area

Bristol & Bath 
Science Park

University of Bristol

Bath Spa University

University of Bath

University of the 
West of England

KEYNSHAM

SOMER VALLEY

YATE

THORNBURY

PORTISHEAD

WESTON-SUPER-MARE
BATH 

BRISTOL

90%

£33BN
GVA (2017)

of the people who work 
here also live here

1,139,800
734,400

Total population:

Working age population:

90+ Different languages 
spoken across the 
region

Airport connects to 

destinations
122

98%
of businesses employ fewer 
than 50 people

45,195
enterprises

75%
of UK’s largest companies 
have offices here

Bristol is the UK’s leading  

SMART  
CITY  

according  
to UK Smart 
Cities Index.



www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk  
@WestofEnglandCA 

westofenglandlep.co.uk  
@WofEnglandLEP


