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Exploration: Discovery and Survey of Upper Canada
Cave
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Correspondent: Nick Harding.

Axbridge Caving Group have broken into the long lost Upper Canada Cave in Hutton, near Western-
super-Mare.



The discovery of Upper Canada Cave came about during the quest for the lost cave of Hutton visited
by Alexander Catcott in the 18th century.

The discovery
of masses of
bones helped
Catcott with
his book “A
Treatise on
the Deluge’,
which
described
amongst
many things
the
explanation
for why so
many animals
obviously
Africanin
origin had

ended upin
the West of
England. His
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ideas were of course wrong but nevertheless the caves that inspired his musings on the world were
important to relocate for obvious historical reasons.

One of these caves, Loxton Cavern was rediscovered in 2003 and emphasis quickly shifted to the
village of Hutton, just south of Weston-super-Mare shortly afterwards to locate Hutton Cavern. On
the site chosen Bleadon Cavern had already been found in the 1970s and there was some
speculation as to whether this was the lost Hutton Cavern. The upper sections of Upper Canada
Cave had been dug open at that time but no way on could be found.

In 2007 the
main
passages of
the system
were
discovered



extending the
cave deep
into the hill.
In April 2015
a
breakthrough
into the
Glebe Series
expanded the
cave even
more. Further
research
using old
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documentation, surveys, period letters and descriptions etc made it abundantly clear that Bleadon
Cavern was indeed the lost Hutton Cavern and that Upper Canada Cave is the cave ‘40 yards west’
mentioned in the texts.

At present, following a strong draught at the lowest point in the Lower Glebe Series, intensive
digging is attempting to extend the system further.

Upper Canada Cave is an Axbridge Caving Group dig. The main diggers, Alan Gray, Doug Harris, lan
Mildon and Nick Harding dig every Saturday, often with the help of regular guest diggers.
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Darkness Below

Run by cavers for cavers and other underground explorers on a voluntary basis. We'd love your help if you can
spare time and want get involved!

Get notified about new posts?

Would you like to receive an email alert when we post a new article?

Name

Email*



Subscribe

Contact us:

We want to help you publicise your digs, discoveries, events and any news you may have. Simply email us
at admin@darknessbelow.co.uk and see how easy it is to reach thousands of cavers in your country and around
the world.

Choose your language:
& English

News from elsewhere

Darkness Below is the largest active online caving and underground news site worldwide, but there are plenty
of other caving and mining blogs out there you can browse at your leisure. Click here to read more...

Caving Weather

Our caving weather pages are now online click here for latest forecasts for your area.

Viewing caves on Google Earth - it’s easy...

| Fe
cirbrren PGl
III ';| f

Click here to see how!

DB Quick Links

Jump to other useful sites using our quick links..

e Cambrian Cave Registry

e Cavemaps - Yorkshire Dales

e Caves & Cavediving on Facebook

e Caves of North Wales

o Derbyshire Cave Registry

e |rish Caves Database (Republic only)
e Mendip Cave Registry and Archive

e New to caving?

¢ Northern Cave Index

e View Club Journals online



If you know of a site you'd like us to add please let us know!
DB on Twitter

Coming soon ... Aquanaut by Rick Stanton - https://t.co/p3IxtJAqj5 The Thai cave rescue had everyone on the
edge of their seats as ... https://t.co/LO8YIIG2CK

AQUANAUT

LIFE BENEATH THE SURFACE

THE
INSIDE STORY
OF THE
THAI CAVE
RESCUE

RICK STANTON
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Digging deep ... Descent 280 is coming soon! - https://t.co/tdhD9ySVfb Descent 280 will be on its way shortly,
soyou'll be able to... https://t.co/85s0yG6QBx
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Cave and Karst Science Vol 48 No 1: Straws, bears and speleobiology before Darwin! -
https://t.co/JJaMiFmgza The latest issue of Cave a... https://t.co/WFU46qM4yO
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Conservation of caves and karst: areas in the tropics and community participation

The Elbolton Pot bear — a Late Glacial bear occurrence in the Yorkshire Dales
Comparison of calthemite and speleothem straw stalactites

British and Irish speleobiology before Darwin
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Follow @darknessbelowuk

Most popular recent posts

e New cave on the Heads of the Valleys Road?
e WARNING: Rockfall in Eastwater Cavern, Mendip

o BCRA Cave Science Symposium, AGM & field meeting, 8th - 9th October 2022
e Descent 288 is coming soon and maybe things aren't so F*ing Hopeless, after all!
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Sign Up For Email Alerts

If you'd like to receive an email in your inbox whenever we publish a new post you can sign up for our email alerts
below. All we need to know is your name (or nickname) and email address. After signing up you'll receive an email with
a confirmation, all you...



NEWS

Contribute

The best information comes to us direct from cavers and other underground explorers from around the world, so
please feel free to send in your recent news, press releases, trip reports and event announcements to us at
admin@darknessbelow.co.uk. Are you interested in writing for Darkness Below? The caving and mining world is lucky...

Read More...
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Support Us!

Last year Darkness Below attracted over fifty thousand unique visitors and received over two million hits - the site was
initially funded by its editors and increasingly by donations from companies and individuals that rent web space from
us. If you need space on a web server (at below normal...

Read More...



