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Atia 18 (Reuters) - The UJ.S. aovernment said on Wednesdav it nlans to make COVID-19

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-start-offering-covid-19-vaccine-booster-doses-september-2021-08-18/ 111



01/09/2021 U.S. to begin offering COVID-19 vaccine booster shots in September | Reuters

i e e e e 2 =

vaccine booster shots widely available starting on Sept. 20 as infections rise from the
coronavirus Delta variant, citing data indicating diminishing protection from the

vaccines over time.

U.S. officials are prepared to offer a third shot to Americans who completed their initial
inoculation in two-dose COVID-19 vaccines made by Moderna Inc (MRNA.O) and by
Pfizer Inc(PEE.N) and BioNTech AG (22UAy.DE) at least eight months ago, the

Department of Health and Human Services said in a statement.

Initial booster doses will be given to Americans who received the two-dose vaccines, but
U.S. health officials said they anticipate that people who received the single-dose
Johnson & Johnson (JNJ.N) shot, the other COVID-19 vaccine approved in the United
States, will also need boosters. The United States did not begin administering J&J shots
until March.

The booster shots initially will focus upon healthcare workers, nursing home residents
and older people, among the first groups to be vaccinated in late 2020 and early 2021,

top U.S. health officials said in a joint statement.

There is mounting evidence that protection from the vaccines wanes after six or more
months, particularly in older people with underlying health conditions. The officials
cited this in their decision on boosters, but stressed that the U.S.-approved shots have
proven "remarkably effective" in reducing the risk of severe disease, hospitalizations
and deaths.

The officials included President Joe Biden's chief medical adviser Anthony Fauci as well
as the heads of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) and the National Institutes of Health.

"The available data make very clear that protection against SARS-CoV-2 infection
begins to decrease over time ... and in association with the dominance of the Delta
variant, we are starting to see evidence of reduced protection against mild and

moderate disease," the officials said.

2 conclude that a booster shot will be needed to maximize vaccine-induced
tection and prolong its durability," they added.
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U.S. officials previously authorized a third dose of the vaccines from Pfizer/BioNTech

and Moderna for people with weak immune systems.

In recent weeks, several other countries also have decided to offer booster shots to

older adults as well as people with weak immune systems, including Israel, France and
Germany.

DELTA VARIANT CONCERNS

A healthcare worker prepares a syringe with the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine at a pop-up
vaccination site operated by SOMOS Community Care during the COVID-19 pandemic in
Manhattan in New York City, New York, U.S., January 29, 2021. REUTERS/Mike Segar/File Photo

Vaccinations have been widely available in the United States, unlike many other
countries, but the highly infectious Delta variant has caused what experts describe as a
pandemic of the unvaccinated as a significant number of people choose not to get
inoculated.

The United States leads the world in reported COVID-19 cases and deaths. Daily U.S.
es soared from fewer than 10,000 in early July to more than 150,000 in August as

tne Delta variant took hold. The new cases include some vaccinated people, though
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they are far less likely to experience severe disease or death than the unvaccinated.

According to CDC data, more than 72% of Americans 18 and older have received at least
one vaccine dose and nearly 62% are fully vaccinated. Of the total population, the CDC

said 59.9% have received at least one dose and 50.9% are fully vaccinated.

More than a million Americans independently sought an extra vaccine dose before the

official decision on boosters was announced, according to federal data.

A study by an Israeli healthcare provider released on Wednesday found that a t..

dose of the Pfizer/BioNTech shot is 86% effective in people over age 60.

It followed another Israeli study released this week that showed evidence of waning
immunity from COVID-19 vaccines in the months after inoculation, raising the risk of

serious infection among the elderly and people with compromised immune systems.

"The surprise factor is the vaccine vulnerability - people who are vaccinated became
vulnerable much earlier than expected," Dr. Eric Topol, a cardiologist and director of the

Scripps Research Translational Institute in California, said about the study.

"The whole dynamic of boosters is being rewritten," Topol added.

The U.S. announcement goes against guidance from the World Health Organization,
whose chief scientist said on Wednesday current data does not indicate the need for
booster shots. A WHO adviser said vaccine doses should first go to people in poorer

countries who have not yet received an initial inoculation.

The decision represented a shift from the optimism of U.S. health authorities in May in
curbing the pandemic when Biden set a goal to vaccinate 70% of American adults with

at least one dose by July 4. That goal was achieved about a month late.

The U.S. booster plan is dependent on the FDA determining that a third dose of the
two-dose vaccines is safe and effective, and a favorable recommendation from CDC

isers.

-~ . ' — [P NT N [ A a ' oA oA ' . A [ . — ae.e

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-start-offering-covid-19-vaccine-booster-doses-september-2021-08-18/ 4/11



01/09/2021 U.S. to begin offering COVID-19 vaccine booster shots in September | Reuters
Keporting by Lart U'bonnetlt In New YOrKk and Ahmed Apouleneln In vvasnington; EdIting oy VVill

Dunham and Grant McCool

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

More from Reuters

Read Next

Macro Matters 12:57 PM BST
U.S. childcare in short supply as burned-out workers quit, new hires hard to find

The Great Reboot 12:22 AM BST
CEOs back to pre-pandemic levels of confidence, KPMG survey shows

Business August 31, 2021
'gle delays office return until January as COVID-19 worries linger

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-start-offering-covid-19-vaccine-booster-doses-september-2021-08-18/

5/11



01/09/2021 U.S. to begin offering COVID-19 vaccine booster shots in September | Reuters

Business August 31, 2021

Delta variant likely to hurt U.S. restaurant recovery -report

d

Sign up for our newsletter

Subscribe for our daily curated newsletter to receive the latest exclusive Reuters coverage
delivered to your inbox.

Sign up

Sponsored Content

Dianomi

IS
=N

OF ISA

MILLIONAIRES
3 Things You How Far These are the How 3 ISA
Need to Does £1 5 top stocks Millionaires
Know Before Million Go in to look at in Made Their
Retiring with Retirement? Q3 2021 Money -
£500,000 Secrets,
Sponsored by Fisher Sponsored by Fisher B&y&%b@@'
Investments UK Investments UK Sponsored by eToro Lansdown

The Great Reboot

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-start-offering-covid-19-vaccine-booster-doses-september-2021-08-18/

6/11



01/09/2021 U.S. to begin offering COVID-19 vaccine booster shots in September | Reuters

The Great Reboot - 12:57 PM BST

U.S. childcare in short supply as burned-out
workers quit, new hires hard to find

Rochelle Wilcox, the owner of three childcare centers in New Orleans, receives 10 to 15
phone calls nearly every day for each school from parents asking if there is space for their
children.
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