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ople will be able to have their say on local services and issues.

ople in North Somerset are being given the chance to help shape services in the area through a new citizens’ panel.
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North Somerset Council is recruiting a group of volunteers to give regular feedback on local services and issues to help with local
decision-making.

The panel will be consulted on a wide range of topics, from bins and roads to social care and planning and the feedback will be used to
inform how services are run.

Cllr Caritas Charles, North Somerset Council’s executive member with responsibility for community engagement and consultation,
said: “We have a new corporate plan for North Somerset which includes the commitment to be fair and open.

“We are determined to be more transparent and involve our residents in decision-making so that we can tackle issues together, and
this panel is an essential part of making our ambition happen.

“By joining the panel members will get the chance to influence and inform how local services are delivered.

“No knowledge of the council is needed to sign-up, we are looking for members from across the community to get a true
representative picture of what the people who live, work, and study here want and need from their council.

“This is a great opportunity for residents to make a significant impact on the future of their local area”

The panel will be made up of around 1,500 people from across North Somerset who can regularly share their views on a wide range of
topics.

The Citizens’ Panel will not replace formal consultations but will complement them and give another way for the people of North
Somerset to have their voices heard.

Panel members will be asked to join in regular online surveys, with the first expected in the autumn.
There will also be opportunities to get involved in specific focus groups.
The results could help to improve council services or help identify priorities to improve the quality of life for residents.

Anyone aged 18 or over, living, working or studying in North Somerset can sign up by October 5.
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More information on the panel is available at www.n-somerset.gov.uk/citizenspanel (https://n-
somerset.inconsult.uk/consult.ti/citizenspanel/consultationHome)

If you value what this story gives you, please consider supporting the Weston Mercury. Click the link in the orange box above for details.
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This newspaper has been a central part of community life for many years. Our industry faces testing times, which is why we're asking for your support. Every
contribution will help us continue to produce local journalism that makes a measurable difference to our community.
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Residents clear up lane after ‘years’ of drug-dealing, drinking and fly-tipping use
A known hot-spot for drug-dealing, drinking and fly-tipping has been cleared up by residents in Weston.
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Hospital outbreak ‘may have’ contributed to deaths of 18 patients
Eighteen people may have died as a direct result of the coronavirus outbreak at Weston General Hospital, according to an investigation by the
health trust.
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‘Desperately needed’ mental health group for men launches in Weston
A talk club where men can chat openly about their battle to cope with modern day life has launched in Weston.
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British Airways staff lobby MP over ‘brutal fire and rehire’
British Airways (BA) staff are calling on Weston’s MP to join more than 230 MPs who have pledged to review BA’s ‘fire and rehire’ policy on

thousands of its staff.
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Stars of the big screen displayed on the walls of a Weston business
It is not every day a Weston business owner is met with faces from the big screen painted on the wall outside of their building.
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le.The wedding party from Weston who helped to put out
bush fires on Adam and Aaron's wedding day.

Girl, 14, hit across head with glass bottle in Weston (https://www.thewestonmercury.co.uk/news/girl-
hit-across-the-head-with-glass-bottle-in-weston-super-mare-1-6836851)

Wedding guests battled Greek wild fires on Weston couple’s big day
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weston-super-mare-couple-s-big-day-1-6836610)
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|+ Artist Simon Beck creating his 100th piece of sand arton = Gallery: sand artist Simon Beck creates 100th display on beach
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LA total of 737 teams have entered the FA Cup this season. Weston drawn away at Cowes Sport in FA Cup . .
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|+ Walkers taking part in The Mini Mendip Challenge. Walkers raise £15k for hospice with The Mini Mendip challenge
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