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NEVA, Aug 18 (Reuters) - Current data does not indicate that COVID-19 booster shots
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most vulnerable people worldwide should be fully vaccinated before high-income

countries deploy a top-up.

The comments came just before the U.S. government said it planned to make the
booster shots widely available to all Americans starting on Sept. 20 as infections from

the Delta variant of the coronavirus rise. read more

WHO chief scientist Soumya Swaminathan, asked about the need for boosters to
increase protection against the disease, told a Geneva news conference: "We believe

clearly that the data today does not indicate that boosters are needed."

1/2 A man who had previously been inoculated against the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) with Sinovac's Coronavac vaccine, gets a third
dose of a Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, in the Hospital de Clinicas, in...

Read More

Further research was needed, she added.

10 senior adviser Bruce Aylward, referring to booster shots being administered in
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high-income countries, told reporters: "There is enough vaccine around the world, but it

is not going to the right places in the right order."
Two doses should be given to the most vulnerable worldwide before boosters are
administered to those fully-vaccinated, he said, adding: "We are a long, long way from

that."

Reporting by Michael Shields, Stephanie Nebehay and Brenna Hughes Neghaiwi; Editing by Alison
Williams

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

More from Reuters

China's economy under
pressure, growth slows

Norwegian Air,
Lufthansa hopeful over
rebound

S. Korea to curb big
tech commission

dominance
Read Next
Healthcare & Pharmaceuticals 1:13 PM BST
Pfizer starts dosing patients in oral COVID-19 drug trial
- 1:04 PM BST

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/no-need-covid-booster-jabs-now-vaccine-supplies-short-who-2021-08-18/ 3/9



01/09/2021 No need for COVID booster jabs for now - WHO | Reuters

NA rAanimnhav Cusier frAavAanauiviie Fiivhae FAr A AdlAaciida vicina ~acAns

Asia Pacific 12:47 PM BST
North Korea turns down Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine doses - WSJ
Healthcare & Pharmaceuticals 12:08 PM BST

Merck begins late-stage trial of experimental COVID-19 drug

d

Sign up for our newsletter

Subscribe for our daily curated newsletter to receive the latest exclusive Reuters coverage
delivered to your inbox.

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/no-need-covid-booster-jabs-now-vaccine-supplies-short-who-2021-08-18/ 4/9



01/09/2021 No need for COVID booster jabs for now - WHO | Reuters

Sponsored Content Dianomi

| have How Far Explore a full These are the
£500,000 - Does £1 selection of 5 top stocks
Am|On Million Go in in-person to look at in
Track To Retirement? and virtual Q3 2021

Retire BroqrAms;

%@J&%Pl%’her Sponsored by Fisher Harvard Business

Investments UK Investments UK School Sponsored by eToro

Healthcare & Pharmaceuticals

Healthcare & Pharmaceuticals - 10:19 AM BST

arnings as Southeast Asia's biggest economies

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/no-need-covid-booster-jabs-now-vaccine-supplies-short-who-2021-08-18/ 5/9



01/09/2021 No need for COVID booster jabs for now - WHO | Reuters

ease COVID-19 curbs

As Indonesia and Thailand start to ease COVID-19 curbs after seeing case numbers fall,

health experts say cases of new infections could rise again with vaccination rates still low.
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