
-------- Original Message --------
Subject: FW: Speaking to The Executive Tuesday, 17 September 2024, 3.30 pm
Date: 2024-10-04 15:04
 From: Lucy Shomali 
To: Martin
Copy: "Annemieke Waite (Councillor)"

Dear Mr Slade

Further to the Cllr Waite’s response below, please accept my apologies
for the delay in providing a fuller response to the points you have
raised. However, I hope the information below helpful and addresses the
concerns you’ve raised with the authority.

North Somerset Council recognises that food security is a national issue
that is being considered as part of the wider work of the UK government
and devolved administrations.

The UK Food Security Index 2024 [1], provides an assessment of the state
of UK food security using the latest available evidence. The index is
designed to complement the three-yearly UK Food Security Report (UKFSR)
[2] which is a comprehensive analysis of statistical data relating to UK
food security. As of July 2024, the indicators in the UK Food Security
Index have been summarised as follows:

_‘Taking a holistic view across the indicators in the index shows a
__broadly stable picture__ as the UK comes out of a challenging period
of global supply chain shocks. However, this should be seen in the
context of __longer-term risk from climate change__: an exceptionally
wet winter and spring in 2024 poses significant challenges to some
domestic production.’_

North Somerset Council is committed to engaging with the relevant
central government departments as needed on the issue of Food Security.
In addition, the council continues to work across a number of areas
relating to food security including:

        * Land use allocations and protections. As far as possible within
national planning regulations and targets, our emerging local plan
recognises the importance of protecting the best and most versatile
agricultural land (grades 1, 2 and 3a) from inappropriate development by
using areas of poorer quality land in preference to those of a higher
quality.  Policy DP53 Best and most versatile land [3] (North Somerset
Local Plan Reg 19 version July 2024) sets out the proposed approach.
        * Support for activities linked to food production, processing,
procurement and distribution, for example the council’s support in
building and setting up FoodWorks SW [4], a centre of excellence for
nurturing local food and drink business and their products.
        * Addressing food poverty and inequalities that exist within our
communities, with a commitment in our refreshed Corporate Plan [5] to
develop a local Food Strategy.
        * Consideration of the impact of food as part of a balanced diet and



the impact on health and wellbeing of our community and citizens via the
actions in our Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy [6] and out ongoing
partnership work with the Integrated Care System.

Yours sincerely

Lucy Shomali
Director of Place
North Somerset Council

Tel: 
E-Mail:  
Post: Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ
Web: www.n-somerset.gov.uk [7]

-----Original Message-----
 From: Annemieke Waite (Councillor) 
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2024 2:16 PM
To: Philippa Penney ; Martin; Committee Administration; Lucy Shomali

Cc: Mike Bell (Councillor)
Subject: RE: Speaking to The Executive Tuesday, 17 September 2024, 3.30
pm

Dear Mr Slade,

Further to your email correspondence with Phillippa Penny this morning,
I’d like to add my apologies for the fact you are still waiting for a
response to the concerns you raised at the Executive meeting in June.

The issue of food security sit within my portfolio and that of the
councillor responsible for the Local Plan, and cuts across several
council departments and policy documents.  Unfortunately, with staff and
councillor holidays in July and August – including my own - work on
this has been severely delayed.

Furthermore, proposed changes to the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) will not only affect housing numbers but introduce new
legislation for local renewable energy generation, which in turn could
impact localised food production.  The consultation on the draft NPPF is
ongoing and Planning Officers are carefully considering how this might
impact our Local Plan and how to respond to the consultation.

I met with officers again two weeks to further discuss your concerns
about food security, but it was felt that before formally responding to
you, more information was required about how the new planning
legislation impacts the issues you raised.  We have asked the Head of
Planning for advice, and currently await a response. I will email you as
soon as I have received this.

Once again, my apologies that this is taking a long time, but we felt
your concerns needed a considered and detailed response, especially in

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/


light of the proposed changes to the NPPF.

I will be in touch again soon.  In the meantime, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Kind regards
Annemieke

Councillor Annemieke Waite
Executive Member for Climate, Waste and Sustainability North Somerset
Council

Tel:  (primarily available Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday)


