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Biodiversity Net Gain for local authorities

Page updated 2 October 2023. This is the front page of a set of
resources PAS is developing to support local authorities moving
towards the introduction of mandatory biodiversity net gain. It
provides an overview of biodiversity net gain and why it is important.
Links to further content are at the bottom of the page. PAS has a BNG
practitioner network for local authority officers. A link to a form to join
the network is available further down this page.

Overview of PAS BNG resources
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What is biodiversity net gain?

Biodiversity net gain (BNG) is an approach to development, and/or land
management, that aims to leave the natural environment in a measurably
better state than it was beforehand.

The word ‘biodiversity’ comes from the term ‘biological diversity’. It refers to
the variety of all living organisms, including animals, insects, plants, bacteria
and fungi. More information on biodiversity and its importance can be found
on the Royal Society's website (https://royalsociety.org/topics-policy/pro
jects/biodiversity/) and the LGA has an e-learning module for officers &
councillors on biodiversity (https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/climate-envi
ronment-and-waste/biodiversity-e-learning-councils). A habitat (https://e
ducation.nationalgeographic.org/resource/habitat)is the area and
resources used by a living organism or assemblage of animals and plants.

Biodiversity net gain delivers measurable improvements for biodiversity by
creating or enhancing habitats in association with development. Biodiversity
net gain can be achieved on-site, off-site or through a combination of on-site
and off-site measures.

For a simple overview, view Natural England's Introduction to Biodiversity
Net Gain on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVR9VZYkML
c).
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Natural England have also produced a Biodiversity Net Gain brochure (htt
ps://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/183/2022/03/B
NG-Brochure_Final_Compressed.pdf), which provides an overview of BNG
and its benefits.

The British Standards Institute have produced the Little Book of
Biodiversity Net Gain (https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/standards/bsi-k
nowledge/sustainability/the-little-book-of-biodiversity-net-gain/). You can
also take a look at a recording and slides from the Natural England BNG
update (https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/find-event/pas-past-events/natural-
england-biodiversity-net-gain-update-april-2023) we hosted in April 2023.

Under the Environment Act 2021 (https://lwww.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2
021/30/contents/enacted), all planning permissions granted in England (with
a few exemptions) except for small sites will have to deliver at least 10%
biodiversity net gain from January 2024. BNG will be required for small sites
from April 2024. BNG will be measured using Defra’s biodiversity metric and
habitats will need to be secured for at least 30 years. This sits alongside:

 a strengthened legal duty for public bodies to conserve and enhance
biodiversity,
« new biodiversity reporting requirements for local authorities, and
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« mandatory spatial strategies for nature: Local Nature Recovery
Strategies or ‘LNRS'.

Further information about mandatory BNG and the Environment Act is
available on our Biodiversity net gain now and in the future (https://www.l
ocal.gov.uk/pas/topics/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-local-authoriti
es/biodiversity-net-gain-now-and-future) page.

Why is biodiversity net gain important?

The most recent State of Nature report (https://nbn.org.uk/stateofnature2
019/), published in 2019, suggests there has been a 13% decline in the
average abundance of wildlife in the UK since the 1970s. This is despite
legislation and policy to protect biodiversity and wildlife.

Although certain sites and species are protected, there are limited
mechanisms to value, maintain, enhance and create wildlife habitats beyond
protected sites. As a result, most habitats continue to be lost to development,
reducing nature's ability to connect and thrive.

BNG is additional to existing habitat and species protections. BNG aims to
create new habitat as well as enhance existing habitats.

Nature is important in its own right, but it is also is essential for the processes
that support all life on Earth, including humans. The natural environment
provides benefits to us all through 'ecosystem services (http://uknea.unep-
wcmc.org/EcosystemAssessmentConcepts/EcosystemServices/tabid/10
3/Default.aspx#:~:text=Glossary-,Ecosystem%20Services,both%20possi
ble%20and%20worth%20living.)'.

For local authorities, BNG links to a range of agendas including:

« addressing the climate emergency

» place-making

« green infrastructure

» access to greenspace and nature

« mental and physical health and wellbeing
 flood resilience

« improving air quality
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Why do biodiversity net gain now?

The Environment Act 2021 makes biodiversity net gain mandatory for all but
small sites and some exemptions from an as-yet unconfirmed date in January
2024 and for small sites from April 2024. Councils will need to be ready to
meet the new legal requirements then — so why should you start thinking
about biodiversity net gain now?

BNG is already required through national planning policy in England and
Wales, and can be achieved on site, off site, or through a combination of on-
site and off-site measures. You can find more information about this on

our Biodiversity net gain now and in the future (https://www.local.gov.u
k/pas/topics/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-local-authorities/biodiver
sity-net-gain-now-and-future) page.

There is a lot of preparation required to get ready for the new legal
requirements, including planning decision-making and policy, but it's also
worth thinking beyond the essentials:

« BNG is not just about planning. You could start thinking now
about how you could join up across council services.

« Have you declared a climate and ecological emergency? BNG is an
action you can take in your plan to address these twin emergencies.

« BNG links into place-making and infrastructure and you can start
thinking and gathering evidence now about:

o what you want your borough’s natural environment to look like, and
o how the natural environment can deliver for local people.

» Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS) will be produced at the
county, unitary or combined authority level and there will be other
opportunities associated with working with neighbouring authorities
on BNG.

« BNG will involve local communities, landowners and farmers,
especially where delivery of BNG happens off the development site.

» Defra and Natural England are developing policy and secondary
legislation on BNG, so you can test approaches and feed in
experience if you start doing BNG now.
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« BNG will need expertise and resourcing, so it is worth considering
what you will need now.

« There are concerns that there will a rush of non-BNG
planning applications before it becomes mandatory in those areas that
haven't already implemented BNG, so you can avoid this if you start
now.

This article (https://lwww.lgafirst.co.uk/features/biodiversity-net-gain-wh
y-bother/)in LGA's first magazine highlights why councils should start
thinking about and planning for biodiversity net gain now.

This Defra blog of 20 July 2023 summarises what’s happened and what’s
coming next in terms of BNG policies and framework (https://defralandu
se.blog.gov.uk/2023/07/20/bng-whats-happened-and-whats-coming-nex
t/) and this September 2023 Government press release provides an
overview of the timetable for mandatory BNG (https://www.gov.uk/gover
nment/news/biodiversity-net-gain-moves-step-closer-with-timetable-set-
out).

How can local authorities plan for and deliver biodiversity net
gain?

We've been talking to lots of local authorities about BNG and what they are
doing now. From these conversations, we think it's helpful to think of getting
ready for mandatory BNG as a 'journey'. We have developed webpages on
'The BNG Journey' (https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/topics/environment/bio
diversity-net-gain-local-authorities/biodiversity-net-gain-journey) to
provide further information and examples of what local authorities are already
doing to plan for and deliver BNG and drafted a BNG readiness checklist (h
ttps://lwww.local.gov.uk/pas/topics/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-re
adiness-checklist-local-authorities) to to help LPAs structure an approach
to preparing for mandatory BNG. A recording of a session in July 2023 on
BNG for Planners (https://www.theplanner.co.uk/2023/07/13/watch-again
-bng-planners) which PAS's Beccy Moberly contributed to with The Planner
and Environment Bank is available on The Planner website (https://www.th
eplanner.co.uk/categories/topics/environmental/biodiversity-net-gai
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n). Defra have set out 10 actions local planning authorities can take to
prepare for Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) (https://defralanduse.blog.gov.u
k/2023/07/20/10-actions-local-planning-authorities-can-take-to-prepare-f
or-biodiversity-net-gain-bng/).

Where you join the journey will depend on where you are as a local authority,
what your priorities are and what you're already doing, and we hope these
resources will help you decide on what approach you take to the journey.
Feedback is welcomed, please email Beccy Moberly (rebecca.moberly@lo
cal.gov.uk) with your suggestions.

How is PAS helping local authorities get ready for biodiversity
net gain?

PAS has been commissioned by Defra to work on a LPA Biodiversity Net
Gain Capacity and Skills project. This is a three year project, which started
March 2021, with 1 dedicated FTE made up by Beccy and Steve from the
PAS team. The overarching aim is to enable LPAs to be ‘day one ready’ for
mandatory BNG in January 2024.

We are developing a training and support programme for the 330+ LPAs
England-wide, including resources for policy planners, development
management planners, and councillors.

We have run a number of events as part of this project and you can find more
information about these on our Biodiversity Net Gain Events (https://www.
local.gov.uk/pas/topics/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-local-authoriti
es/pas-biodiversity-net-gain-events)page.

We have a practitioner network that any local authority officer interested in
BNG can join. We host meetings every 6-8 weeks and have an online forum
where members can post questions, discuss issues and share resources and
information. If you wish to join this network, please fill out this Microsoft
Form (https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7uRi4U8F
PEuUNOXVSTKjy6TpgBNMw9xhAunkrbF9B5-ZUOE40T1RZQ1hYQ1E1RjR
TNzFTQzUyVk0xUy4u).
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Feedback welcomed on this page and please do share your examples with
us: pas@local.gov.uk (mailto:pas@local.gov.uk)..

We will be providing more information on the project, what we have done
already and what's coming on a dedicated webpage soon.

https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/topics/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-local-authorities 10/10



