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Hyde Park: Police attacks at anti-lockdown
protest condemned
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REUTERS

Thousands of people marched through London in the anti-lockdown protest

An anti-lockdown protest in which eight police officers were injured will be
raised with senior bosses with "utmost urgency", a policing leader has said.



Demonstrators hurled bottles at police as they attempted to disperse crowds
in Hyde Park on Saturday evening.

Photos on social media showed a female officer bleeding from a cut to her
head while another suffered a similar wound.

Home Secretary Priti Patel condemned the "senseless violence" and wished
the injured officers "a speedy recovery".

The Metropolitan Police said two officers were taken to hospital but their
injuries are not believed to be serious.

The protest, which also took place on Oxford Street, came almost two weeks
after Covid-19 lockdown restrictions were eased.

Police said five people were arrested for offences including assault on officers
and public order offences.

PA MEDIA

A police leader said he will raise concerns over the safety of officers with bosses

Ken Marsh, chairman of the Met Police Federation, said: "Peaceful protest may
well be the cornerstone of democracy - and police officers have a role in
facilitating that - but the scenes we saw in Hyde Park yesterday of brave and
sadly bloodied police officers coming under attack from thugs were anything
but peaceful.

"Police officers are human beings who go out every day to keep people safe.

"Many people seem to have forgotten that right now but we will keep
reminding them."



On Sunday morning the home secretary tweeted: "Our brave police are the
best of us and should not be the target of senseless violence by a criminal
minority for just doing their job.

"l am getting tough on these thugs and will be doubling the sentence for
assault of an emergency worker. | wish the officers a speedy recovery."

REUTERS

Professor Stephen Reicher said such protests were a "potential risk" to the spread of coronavirus

Professor Stephen Reicher, from the University of St Andrews, said anti-
lockdown protesters who touch, shout and shun masks are "at the very least a
potential risk" to the spread of coronavirus, adding there is some evidence of
mass events having an impact.

Mr Reicher, who is a member of the Scientific Pandemic Insights Group on
Behaviours (Spi-B), which advises ministers, said: "Moreover, the mass election
rallies in India and the permission to bring huge religious festivals forward
from 2022 to 2021 (the Kumbh Mela at Haridwar) is one explanation for the
huge rise of cases in India.

"Much depends on how people behave in these events. If they maintain
distance and wear masks, there is little danger.

"If they explicitly ignore restrictions, if they reject masks, stand close together,
touch, shout and sing, then - going back to first principles - there is likely to be
arisk."



e LOCKDOWN RULES: What are they and when will they end?
e SOCIAL DISTANCING: What are the rules now?

e TESTING: What tests are available?

e LOOK-UP TOOL: How many cases in your area?

e TEST AND TRACE: How does it work?

Related Topics

Priti Patel Metropolitan Police Service

More on this story

Four charged over anti-lockdown protest

29 March

Seven enduring anti-lockdown claims fact-checked

23 March

Arrests during anti-lockdown protests in London

20 March

Related Internet Links

Met Police

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites.

From other local news sites

Herts Covid marshals recruitment stretchine to 2022



———— e —m e e e e e - — ———

Borehamwood Times

Temporary road closures in Epping Forest approved

This is Local London

Forthcoming road closures in and around Tottenham

This is Local London

Wireless Festival line-up branded a ‘penis fest’ by singer Mahalia over majority male
artists

London Evening Standard

Police and AA take action after 'explosion’ of local catalytic converter thefts
News Shopper

‘Model future queen’ Kate to reach 10 years as an HRH

London Evening Standard

Information about BBC links to other news sites

Top Stories

India surpasses 200,000 Covid deaths amid surge

We chart India’s Covid story over a day, as cases spike and people struggle to find beds and oxygen.

® 7 hours ago

UK Indians rally to help during Covid crisis

(® 2 hours ago

One Covid vaccine dose halves transmission - study

® 1 hour ago

Features



Emilia Clarke on the book that helped her
grieve

Why crying can help you get ahead in

business

'No apology': Students say unis failed to

deal with racism

The towns finding new ways to save cash

TATI A% vivn All ~Ad rirvmAasn~ AT Ard DiAd A

Family meal wins international food
photo contest

What are the rules governing political

donations?

Hartlepool by-election: Old certainties
don't apply

>

The birds on the balcony that found
TikTok fame



Vviidl WE dll JUL W1Ullg dUuul Dlucil

Elsewhere on the BBC

St. Vincent shares the songs from her The 50 second football challenge

youth Have these wonderkids got what it takes to pass

Showcasing her music collection featuring Nirvana,  the test?
Tool, Tori Amos, Jethro Tull and more

Most Read

Australian jailed for filming dying police officers

'PM urged to come clean' and 'June olé days'

Coronavirus: Morning update

Sore arm is most common Covid vaccine side effect

Self-driving cars to be allowed on roads this year

Why India's Covid crisis matters to the whole world

One Covid vaccine dose halves transmission - study

Emilia Clarke on the book that helped her grieve

Demand high as cruises gear up for a restart



UK Indians rally to help during Covid crisis

BBC News Services

On your mobile
On smart speakers
Get news alerts

Contact BBC News

Glow Up

Will they create an eye-catching look?

BBC iPlayer

“Instagram filters warp your mind"

BBC Three

Make-up tips, tricks and hacks!

BBC Bitesize

"l started to question my appearance"

10



BBC Three

Home Weather CBBC Bitesize Local
News iPlayer CBeebies Arts Three
Sport Sounds Food Taster

Terms of Use  Aboutthe BBC  Privacy Policy  Cookies  Accessibility Help  Parental Guidance

Contactthe BBC  Get Personalised Newsletters =~ Why you can trust the BBC

© 2021 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external
linking.



