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Edinburgh protest as anti-lockdown group stage
demonstration outside Holyrood

Crowds of people could be seen gathered outside the Scottish Parliament earlier this afternoon
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B An anti-lockdown gathering has been taking place at Holyrood (image: @BordersAgainst/ Twitter)
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An anti-lockdown protest took place outside the Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh this
afternoon.

Crowds of people could be seen gathered outside the Scottish Parliament around midday.

The event, described as the 'May Day Gathering', took place between 12pm and 2pm, with
organisers referring to it as an "approved lawful gathering of up to 2000 attendees".

They said the topics for discussion were ending lockdown permanently, blocking Covid
passports and track and trace and defending free speech. In a poster promoting the event
they encourage people to observe physical distancing.
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Banners showing support for Freedom Alliance could also be seen on display in the area.
Freedom Alliance describe themselves as a "campaigning political party" which rejects
government restrictions and curtailments imposed during the coronavirus pandemic.

A tweet shared by Edinburgh Lothian & Borders Lockdown Sceptics showed a vehicle covered
in posters reading messages such as "no more lockdowns" and "no vaxx passports".

They say that the event was approved by the relevant authorities.

Static protests and demonstrations are permitted under level three restrictions so long as
rules are met.
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Police Scotland confirmed that officers were in attendance dealing with the event.

A spokesperson said: "Officers were in attendance in the Holyrood area today and engaged
with the protestors.”

Sign up to Edinburgh Live's Daily News newsletter to get the latest headlines sent
directly to your inbox every day
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Lockdown restrictions were relaxed across the country on Monday, with non-essential retail
and hospitality among the things given the green-light to resume.

The next easing of restrictions will take place on May 17, with Scotland expected to move
down to protection level two.

All the latest coronavirus updates can be found on our live blog throughout the day.
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This Pillowcase Has Become The Hottest Gift To Give In 2021
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Sturgeon says Scotland is preparing for a 'significant outbreak' of coronavirus
EDINBURGH LIVE

Nicola Sturgeon virus update radio fiasco as sweary rant goes out live on air
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Edinburgh City Bypass road closure for seven weeks as part of £1million upgrade
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Edinburgh residents fume after council puts planter in middle of a road junction
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Scottish Parliament Holyrood Edinburgh Lockdown
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Edinburgh Zoo welcomes adorable endangered pygmy hippo
calf as attraction reopens to public

EDINBURGH ZOO

Tom Kitchin to test out new kitchen at former Boroughmuir
High School show homes

TOM KITCHIN

Scotrail hits Edinburgh fare-dodger with whopping £3142 bill
for unpaid tickets
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Covid Scotland: Edinburgh on track for level two restrictions
as lockdown eases

CORONAVIRUS

Edinburgh shop owner disgusted after 'anti-trans’ stickers
plastered over store

THE MEADOWS

Edinburgh West Approach Road crash involving rickshaw taxi
leaves three seriously injured

TRAFFIC AND TRAVEL

East Lothian takeaway beg man to give back £50 he took
when staff made mix up
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TRAFFIC AND TRAVEL
Family of Hearts superfan join his pals to pay 'most fitting
tribute' year after death
TYNECASTLE PARK
Kate Garraway and Nicola Sturgeon clash on GMB over £40bn
manifesto overspend claim
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NICOLA STURGEON

Edinburgh Met Office weather forecast for Bank Holiday
Monday as rotten conditions on the way

WEATHER
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