20/02/2021 Moderna: California pauses Covid-19 shots from one lot of vaccine containing more than 330,000 doses - CNN
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coronavirus vaccine
By John Bonifield, CNN Health
© Updated 1848 GMT (0248 HKT) January 19, 2021

Editor's Note: This story has been updated with a statement from Moderna saying the lot was shipped to
37 states.

(CNN) — Health officials in California are telling medical providers across the state not to administer doses
from one lot of Moderna's coronavirus vaccine while they investigate possible severe allergic reactions last
week in a number of people who got shots at a community vaccination clinic.

Moderna said 37 different states got shipments from the lot, which included more than 1.2 million doses, and
said most had likely been used.

In California, more than 330,000 doses from the lot were distributed to 287 providers across the state from
January 5-12. Tens of thousands of doses may have already been administered, but the number of unused
doses is unknown, according to Darrel Ng, a spokesperson for the California Department of Public Health.

CDPH said Sunday that fewer than 10 people at a clinic in San Diego who received Covid-19 shots from the lot
required medical attention over the span of 24 hours. The state said it was not aware of anyone at any of the
other 286 sites who had similar allergic reactions after receiving vaccine from the lot.

California's health department said it recommended pausing the entire lot, noting that there are not immediate
replacement doses in addition to what had already been ordered.

"Out of an extreme abundance of caution and also
recognizing the extremely limited supply of vaccine, we
are recommending that providers use other available
vaccine inventory," Dr. Erica Pan, California's state
epidemiologist, said in the statement.
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Moderna issued a statement Wednesday saying the lot
had gone to other states, also.
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"Moderna confirmed that a total of 1,272,200 doses were
produced in batch number 041L20A, with nearly a million
doses (964,900) already distributed to approximately
1,700 vaccination sites in 37 states," the company said.
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Related Article: Expert sees 'a ray of

sunshine' in Covid-19 battle, but deaths It said about 307,00 doses were in storage and not yet
and variant cases are growing in the US distributed. "While Moderna said it does not know how
many doses may have ended up in arms of people, it did
report that the lot was shipped between January 4th and
January 8th, and thus it expects that a significant portion of the distributed doses have been already used," the
company said.

Dr. Paul Offit, director of the Vaccine Education Center at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, said historically
there is no such thing as a bad vaccine lot.

"The (US Food and Drug Administration) is generally so good at making sure that there is no lot-to-lot variation
that you don't have a problem with so-called hot lots," he said.

State health officials didn't provide details on the
symptoms associated with the allergic reactions but did
provide a link to a US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention website about anaphylaxis -- a severe allergic
reaction -- which can occur after getting a Covid-19
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Covid-19 vaccine to be severe if the person needs to be
treated with epinephrine or must go to the hospital.

Offit, a top US vaccine expert who is a member of the
FDA's vaccine advisory committee, said California's
decision to hold back doses of vaccine carries its own
risks, especially since allergic reactions can be monitored
and treated and, in this case, they occurred at only one
location.

Related Article: LA County records more

than 1 million coronavirus cases "There are going to be people who either aren't getting
this vaccine or aren't getting their second doses of
vaccine, which then puts them at risk in a situation where
we have a virus which is rapidly spreading in the country,"
Offit said. "There's going to be another probably roughly
100,000 people that die over the next couple of months,
and among those people could be those who are not
getting this vaccine because of quote-unquote 'an
abundance of caution."

Thirty thousand doses from the lot were pulled from San
Diego County's supply, according to the county. On
Monday, Santa Clara County said in a statement that
21,800 doses from the lot had been allocated to the
county, and that none of the doses had been

Related Article: Covid-19 vaccine can't administered.

be safe and other myths California officials acknowledged the risk of a serious
adverse reaction to the vaccine is small, noting that while
less data exists for Moderna's vaccine, only approximately
1in 100,000 people experience anaphylaxis with the
similar Pfizer vaccine.

"The thing about anaphylaxis is although it is frightening to
watch, it's easily identified, it's quickly identified, and it's
easily treated with epinephrine," Offit said. "I don't see
how taking this off the market is a conservative thing to do
or exercising an abundance of caution. | think all it does is
put people at risk unnecessarily." Vaccination sites are
supposed to monitor people for side effects 15 minutes
after they've been vaccinated. Sites are also required to
have the means to treat a person for allergic reaction, if

Related Article: How some states are needed.
administering Covid-19 vaccines at twice

"None of the other places that used it had a problem. It
the speed of others y P

was just one place. So do a careful examination of what
was happening at that place," Offit added.

Officials said an investigation by the CDC, the US Food

Get CNN Health's weekly and Drug Administration, Moderna and the state is
newsletter ongoing.

"We're not saying throw them away. We're not saying
Sign up here to get The Results Are In with don't ever give them," Ng told CNN Monday, noting the
Dr. Sanjay Gupta every Tuesday from the state hopes to have an update this week.

CNN Health team.

https://edition.cnn.com/2021/01/18/health/ca-vaccine-lot-pause/index.html 2/3



20/02/2021 Moderna: California pauses Covid-19 shots from one lot of vaccine containing more than 330,000 doses - CNN

Elheatth =

‘ Search CNN... Q

World
US Politics
Business
Health
Entertainment
Tech
Style
Travel
Sports
Videos
Features
Weather

More

Eheatth

FOLLOW CNN
Il vy

Terms of Use  Privacy Policy Manage Cookies+ AdChoices AboutUs Modern Slavery Act Statement

Advertise with us CNN Store  Newsletters Transcripts License Footage CNN Newsource Sitemap

© 2021 Cable News Network. A Warner Media Company. All Rights Reserved.
CNN Sans ™ & © 2016 Cable News Network.

https://edition.cnn.com/2021/01/18/health/ca-vaccine-lot-pause/index.html 3/3



