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Press release

Daily death reporting now includes all positive
COVID-19 deaths

A new method of reporting daily COVID-19 deaths has been developed by Public Health England (PHE).
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» new data on COVID-19 deaths (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-data-series-on-deaths-in-
people-with-covid-19-technical-summary) to take effect from today
» the new daily count includes deaths in all settings with COVID-19 for the first time

more complete number of those who have died from the virus.

For the first time from today, Wednesday 29 April 2020, the government’s daily figure will include deaths that
have occurred in all settings where there has been a positive COVID-19 test, including hospitals, care homes
and the wider community. Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales already report out-of-hospital deaths.

additional data sources. This will bring the total number of deaths in the UK to 26,097 from 2 March until 28
April, including 765 deaths reported in the 24 hours to 5pm on 28 April.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/daily-death-reporting-now-includes-all-positive-covid-19-deaths 1/3



17/05/2020 Daily death reporting now includes all positive COVID-19 deaths - GOV.UK

Every death from COVID-19 is a tragedy. Tracking the daily death count is vital to help us
understand the impact of the disease.

These more complete data will give us a fuller and more up-to-date picture of deaths in England
and will inform the government’s approach as we continue to protect the public.

of COVID-19 deaths in hospitals in England, with deaths in other settings included from Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

of their local outbreak management.
Helen Whately, Minister for Care, said:

| am determined that people living in care homes continue to receive the best care possible during
these challenging times.

Sadly, this pandemic has already taken many lives, and my heart goes out to all those who have
lost loved ones before their time.

Today’s data cannot bring them back but it can help us to better understand the impact this
outbreak is having on those living in care homes so that we can continue to do everything in our
power to protect them.

notifications submitted by adult social care providers and also includes confirmed and suspected cases.

Background

1. The daily dashboard with UK lab-confirmed cases and UK lab-confirmed deaths
(https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/).

series-on-deaths-in-people-with-covid-19-technical-summary).
3. There is more detail about the current reporting process and the data sources for Wales, Scotland and
Northern Ireland (which remain unchanged) (https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/about).
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