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Community Governance Review

Town and parish councils are the first tier of local government. They play a vital
role in engaging with local people and helping to shape their communities.

Further information on all the town and parish councils in North Somerset is
available on our contacts page.

Town and parish contacts

Community Governance Review

A Community Governance Review is an opportunity for us to review and make
changes to the governance in our area. We use it to make sure that governance
arrangements are working as efficiently and effectively as possible.

We involve the public, town and parish councils, and any other interested parties.
We ask them whether they feel their communities are suitably represented. We
also ask whether town and parish councils would like to see any changes made
to current governance arrangements.

We have the power to undertake such reviews under:

e part 4 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act
2007z and;
e the relevant national guidance document

We are required to consult with

e local government electors living in the North Somerset District
e any other individuals and organisations who 'appear to have an interest
in the review'

We must consider all representations we receive during the review's periods of
consultation. It will make all representations available for public viewing.



Outcomes of the review

A Community Governance Review can make several changes when there is clear
evidence to do so.

This can include:

e creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes
e changes to electoral arrangements for parishes including

e the ordinary year of an election
e number of parish councillors
e changes to parish wards

e converting a parish council to a parish meeting

e changing the name or the style of a new town or parish council or parish
meeting

e grouping parishes together under a common parish

Changes we cannot make
A Community Governance Review cannot

e change the number of district or county councillors

e change a district or county council ward boundaries

e change the amount of money that a parish council raises through your
Council Tax (known as a precept)

e change individual town or parish councillors

e create a unitary authority

Community Governance Review 2025

Our Community Governance Review 2025 has now concluded and the final
recommendations, as agreed by the Planning and Regulatory Committee at their
meeting in December, can be viewed below.

Please note that any changes will not come into force until the local government
elections in 2027.

final recommendations [1.39 MB]




SERVICES

Adult social care and
health

Benefits and support
Bins and recycling

Birth, marriages and
deaths

Children, young people
and families

Community safety and
crime

Events
Housing
Jobs and training

Leisure, libraries and
open spaces

North Somerset
Together

Nuisances, pollution and

environmental
protection

Parking, travel and
roads

Planning and building
control

BUSINESS

Business rates and
payments

Business support and
advice

Environmental health
Health and safety
Licences and permits

Regeneration and
development

Tenders and
procurement

Trading standards

MY COUNCIL

Accounts, spending and
insurance

Complaints and
feedback

Councillors and
committees

Data protection and
freedom of information

Equalities

Get involved

News and media
Priorities and strategies
Statistics and data

Voting and elections

NEWS



Schools and learning

ACCESSIBILITY
CONTACT US

PRIVACY AND COOKIES
SUPPORT

TERMS
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