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The Neighbourhood Planning
Group welcomes any resident
wishing to make a positive
contribution to the Plan process

Meetings are usually held monthly

on a Wednesday evening

Contact Gill (813255) or Marian (07453 358318)
Or view the website

www.bleadonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/

Contact: Gill: 01934 813255. e-mail: info@bleadonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk
Website: www.bleadonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
The Neighbourhood Planning Group has the full support of Bleadon Parish Council and reports to the council’s monthly meetings.




BLEADON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
FIRST SURVEY RESULTS

The Neighbourhood Planning Group received a government grant to work on a Plan
and used some of the funding to draw up a survey for delivery to all households in
Bleadon. Many of you had given your opinions on future development in the village,
travel and the local environment at meetings over the last couple of years and those
opinions were used as the basis of the survey. However, this Plan must provide
evidence that people have been consulted and that their views have been captured.

281 people took the time to respond to this first survey in January 2019. In addition
to the ‘tick-box’ choices many respondents took the opportunity to give extended
comments at various points. The results and all comments are printed in this
document which is being delivered to every household in Bleadon in May/June 2019.

It is very clear that the majority of respondents consider the retention of the historic
character of Bleadon and its status as a rural village to be very important.

The Group has drawn out five Key Issues from the survey results:
Retaining the Character of Bleadon as a Village
Village Road Safety and the problems of the A370
Lack of Public Transport
Preserving the Environment
Increasing Recreational Facilities for older children and young adults

A further analysis of the comments has been done and a collation of other points
made is in Appendix A.

NEXT STEPS: We will draw together all the relevant policies and guidance, both
national and local, currently in place relating to Bleadon. We can then identify gaps
and prepare any necessary documents. We will focus in on the key issues to see
what can be done to change, improve, promote or protect issues of importance to
residents, and by whom. Everyone can contribute; please add your help and
expertise to the process.

The final document will be YOUR neighbourhood plan — we are at a very early stage
and much more work is needed before it can be recognised as a relevant document
within the policy hierarchy when applications within the parish are considered.

If you have any questions please contact:

Gill 01934 813255 George 07484 337689
Anne 07514 531530 Marian 07453 358318

Or email: info@bleadonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk

Contact: Gill: 01934 813255. e-mail: info@bleadonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk
Website: www.bleadonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
The Neighbourhood Planning Group has the full support of Bleadon Parish Council and reports to the council’s monthly meetings.
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Bleadon - then:

Evidence of early settlement in Bleadon comes in the
form of Bleadon Man, a skeleton unearthed in 1997. He
was aged about 50 when he died over two thousand
years’ ago. A sculpture showing his probable facial
appearance is on display in the Coronation Hall.

...and now:

DNA testing in 1997 confirmed that four people living in the surrounding area were
related to this Iron Age man.

About You

Q1. Which age band do you belong to?

Under 16 16-24 25-44 45-64 65-74 75+ Prefer not to say
| | H
0.00% 0.36% 6.76% 33.10% 30.60% 21.71% 7.47%
0 1 19 93 86 61 21

Contact: Gill: 01934 813255. e-mail: info@bleadonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk
Website: www.bleadonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
The Neighbourhood Planning Group has the full support of Bleadon Parish Council and reports to the council’s monthly meetings.
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Q2. Landscape Character

Bleadon Now

What value are the following features of the Bleadon Landscape to you?

High Moderate Low Nil
H |
a) Open farmland 85.76% 8.90% 0.36% 4.98%
241 25 1 14 [ |
I
b) Quiet lanes 82.56% 11.74% 0.00% 5.69%
232 33 0 16 [ |
|
c) Ancient hedgerows 72.95% 17.80% 3.56% 5.69%
205 50 10 16 [ ]
|
d) The Levels 72.24% 18.86% 2.85% 6.05%
203 53 8 17 [ ]
I
e) The rhynes 71.89% 20.64% 2.49% 4.98%
202 58 7 14 [ |
|
f) Stone walls 71.89% 19.22% 2.13% 6.76%
202 54 6 19 [ |
|
g) Open views 89.32% 5.34% 0.00% 5.34%
251 15 0 15 |
|
h) Sites of Special Scientific Interest 79.36% 12.10% 2.85% 5.69%
(SSSI) 223 34 8 16
||
|
i) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 88.97% 4.63% 0.71% 5.69%
(AONB) 250 13 2 16
|
|
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Q2. cont/ What value are the following features of the Bleadon Landscape to

you?

j) Other places (please specify)

1.

O N oW,

10.

11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Access to public rights of way. Maintenance of hedgerows and grass verges. Safety of
roads - trimming (private) trees shrubs over pavements etc.

All public walks and easy access to them

Bleadon needs to continue to be surrounded by fields to keep the character of a village
and to help wildlife

By its very nature Bleadon is a rural village. It is very important to try and preserve
this!!

Calm and peace. Antidote to modern pace of life. Sense of history.

Communal Areas footpaths and open access land

Diverse wildlife

Features of the surrounding Mendip Hills - Grass land pasture and beautiful hillsides
ascending from low moorland. All areas from the AONB Western boundary West to
take in Purn Hill the hillside ascending from Bleadon the built up area of the village and
flowing down onto Bleadon Moor to the river Axe boundary. The Parish should support
the aspirations of the Mendip Hills AONB in extending westward. This would preserve
the area and assist in fighting planning applications from speculative developers.
Footpaths and bridleways

Footpaths and rights of way also very important. Semi-rural nature of the village very
important. Lack of high density housing very important.

Historic buildings - High

I'm not entirely sure what this set of questions is supposed to ascertain. | can't imagine
that anybody who lives in the village would not value these features and it seems a little
odd to be asking questions where the answer is so obvious. To obtain a more
meaningful result you could have for example asked people to rank the features in
order of importance or probed around why they are important and how people use
them.

Local footpaths

Mature trees some of which may need preservation orders. Stone walls may need
preservation too. New housing in sympathy with older buildings scale and natural
materials

Mix of building styles.

Roadways - ease of use parking and safe access to A370. Access to local hills for safe
walking.

South Hill

South Hill. Hellenge Hill

Still maintains the feel of a small Mendip village unspoilt by over development.

The character of an unspoilt Somerset village

The hills and woodland - high. No street lighting added - high

The hills and woodlands that surround the village.
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23. The Mendip hills

24. The sight of fields surrounding a mixture of dwellings!

25. The view of the village particularly the church from the A370

26. Trees and Woodland - High

27. View of Mendip mast.

28. Walks

29. Woodland and the planting of new hedgerows and trees. Well maintained public
footpaths.
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Bleadon Now

Q3. Bleadon Landmarks

How much importance do the following features have for you?

High Moderate Low Nil
| |
a) i) Purn House Farmhouse Grade Il 43.77% 35.59% 11.74% 8.90%
Listed 123 100 33 25 ]
|
a) ii) Hillside Farmhouse Grade I 41.99% 34.16% 14.23% 9.61%
Listed 118 96 40 27 [ ]
|
a) iii) Shiplett Grade Il Listed 39.50% 35.59% 14.23% 10.68%
111 100 40 30 [ ]
I
a) iv) Church of St Peter & St Paul 82.56% 7.12% 3.20% 7.12%
Grade | Listed 232 20 9 20 [
|
b) 16th Century public house 71.17% 17.08% 5.34% 6.41%
200 48 15 18 [ ]
|
c¢) Special features such as the village 74.02% 16.37% 2.85% 6.76%
pump, market cross, well, old road 208 46 8 19 [ ]
I

signs
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Q3. cont/ How much importance do the following features have for you?

d) Other (please specify)

1. a)iii) It is Shiplett House. It is not Market Cross - ts is Village Cross and is Grade 2
Listed. Village Well is Grade 2 listed.

2. a) lll) Shiplett is Shiplett House. It is Village Cross not Market Cross and is Grade I
Listed. The Village Well is Grade Il Listed. See 'Historic England’

3. All features of a quintessential village.

4. All other old stone buildings- houses and walls.

5. ALL the old buildings from C15 C16 C17 C18 C19 C20 even the C21 that give
character to the village.

6. All the older buildings taken together with the open rural landscape contribute
greatly to the character of the village. Whilst there are numerous more modern
buildings there is a general feel of organic growth at an appropriate scale in the
village.

7. Ancient Field Systems of historic interest. River Axe riverbanks and ecosystems.
Undisturbed areas which provide sanctuary for wildlife.

8. B

9. Brent Knoll

10. Car park. Easy access gates on footpaths. Enhance appearance of Comb Quarry -
'gateway to Bleadon'.

11. Churchyard

12. I didn’t know there is a well

13. I don’t generally see landmarks as important. What is important in a village is how
‘liveable’ it is. The only options above that contribute to the life of the village are The
Queens and the church which is why I’'ve rated them as high. The others might be
nice to look at but have no bearing on our wellbeing or prosperity. I'm afraid | also
don’t see how knowing how people feel about these landmarks contributes to a local
plan as regardless of what happens to the village they will continue to exist.

14. | have always been attracted to Bleadon village right from 1962 when we moved
from Hull and settled in [personal details removed] and finally our wish Bleadon.

15. Many of the stone walls are medieval and date from before 1658. “MY” village road
signs!

16. Not sure where Shiplett is.

17. Old farmhouse and cottages in Purn Lane

18. Old lighting traditional features.

19. Old road signs no longer exist

20. Old street lighting along Shiplate Rd

21. Open fields along the A370 giving open space between built up areas

22. Open spaces at Sanders Field. Coronation Hall

23. Open spaces. Caves. Historic digs.

24. Other historic buildings in the village including cottages in Bridge Road and
Coronation Road.

25. Playground, village halls



26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.

32.
33.
34,
35.

36.
37.
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Pre 20th Century cottages/houses (High)

Public rights of way. Public footpaths. Open fields

Q3a) Regardless of how much importance residents have of these landmarks they
are already governed by Planning Law or policy. Q3d) The Village Well is classified as
a Grade Il Listed Building.

Steps and old bus stops

Stone walling in village/Celtic Way

The centre of the village has many properties 150 - 250 years old. It may be possible
to create a Conservation Area for the village to protect them from future demolition.
This | feel would take 3 to 5 years. It should be considered further by the Parish
Council to designate the appropriate area for further investigation.

The fold of the hills.

The land opposite my property is important and should NOT be built on

The many original cottages around the village.

The Village Hall and the Youth Club are important and valuable to the village as is the
children's play area. The open vistas and green spaces are a significant and highly
important elements in the quality of village life.

Village Hall also high importance.

We need to preserve the character and retain its historic buildings for the future. |
am worried that the pub is going down-hill and it is a real asset to the village for
visitors and locals alike.

. Well Cottage. Manor House. Houses going up Celtic Way. Houses in Shiplate Road

including The Veale

. Would not like to lose the pub or see heritage houses changed.

10
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Bleadon Now

Q4. Bleadon Assets
How much importance do the following features have for you?

High Moderate Low Nil
| |
a) The lanes around the village 82.21% 10.68% 0.36% 6.76%
231 30 1 19 [ ]
|
b) Public rights of way 82.92% 11.03% 0.36% 5.69%
233 31 1 16 [ |
I
c¢) Public Conveniences 45.20% 31.32% 16.37% 7.12%
127 88 46 20 ]
I
d) The Coronation Halls 73.67% 16.37% 3.20% 6.76%
207 46 9 19 [ |
|
e) Play area 55.52% 27.76% 10.32% 6.41%
156 78 29 18 ]
L
f) Youth Centre 45.55% 33.10% 13.88% 7.47%
128 93 39 21 |
|
g) Allotments 43.42% 29.18% 19.93% 7.47%
122 82 56 21 |
I
h) The Post Office, Shop and Café 83.63% 8.90% 1.42% 6.05%
235 25 4 17 [ |
|
i) The Croquet Club 32.03% 35.23% 25.27% 7.47%
S0 99 71 21 ]
I
j) The Golf Club 24.20% 28.47% 36.30% 11.03%
68 80 102 31 I
I

1
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Q4. cont/ How much importance do the following features have for you?

k) Other (please specify)

1.

o U ks wN

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

All communities need places to meet and be social.

Bridge Garage, Escape, Catherines Inn, Anchor Inn and Indian Massala - High

Car park, benches especially facing a good view

Churchyard- High

Close to Weston, the hospital, the views over the cornfields.

E and F would be 'high' if | had children. Answering on a personal level so don't need
public conveniences as | live here BUT they are good to have.

h) = PO high, shop moderate, café low. Bleadon Market. Mobile Library. Church
Rooms. Mendip Way footpath. Improve play area - relocate to improve facilities.
Establish after-school/holiday club.

| enjoy the dark skies and want to resist any further street lighting

Keeping the nature of a village not joined to Weston. Small quiet roads.

Local garage. River Axe

Low only because we don’t use them

Our three pubs and our church are arguably our most important community assets but
are only mentioned as landmarks which is a little odd. Also not listed is the caravan park
which is (or should be) a source of local employment. As businesses appear to be
included as assets I'd add Bridge Garage and Marshalls as either sources of employment
or providers of services. You could also include the small business units at Purn in this
category as it is so broad.

Pre-existing footpaths such as the one that leads past the horses field and the one that
leads from Bleadon church to the hill

Public house. Church. Community

Public land owned by the village | think includes the old village quarry opposite the
Anchor Inn? Should be used by the village or sold off for development and the money
used by the village for its public use.

Q4 - How do the public know what is 'owned' or 'in trust' by BPC and what is private
sector ownership. Do BPC or public have any control over private sector assets as
implied by this question? Q4b) Bleadon has 20 PROWs any additional claims need to be
submitted before 2026. A clause in right-to-roam legislation introduced by the Labour
government in 2000 stated that any pre-1949 paths must be recorded by 2026 to
continue to carry public rights. The Countryside and Rights of Way Act contained a
provision that will extinguish those rights if the paths have not been properly recorded.
River Axe - high

The local garage -Bridge Garage is very important. The bus shelters are important whilst
there are still buses!

The open spaces around the village separating it from other developments and the size
that it is now. (remaining a proper village)

The Queen's Arms -high.

The vast majority of the above listed help give Bleadon its sense of "community".
Victorian Street Lights. Houses that belong to 'Old Bleadon'

12
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23. We could do with a new skittle alley behind the pub that should have never been
demolished.

13
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Bleadon Now

Q5. Open Spaces
How much importance do the following features of Bleadon have for you?

High Moderate Low Nil
| |
a) The open fields between Bleadon 82.21% 8.54% 0.71% 8.54%
Road and the A370 231 24 2 24 [ |
|
b) The long-distance path West 76.87% 12.10% 9.25% 5.69% |
Mendip Way 216 34 5 26 [ |
|
c) Free use of carpark, play area and 70.46% 18.15% 3.56% 7.83%
public toilets 198 51 10 22 [ ]
I
d) i) Access to Purn Hill 75.44% 16.37% 0.36% 7.83%
212 46 1 22 [ ]
|
d) ii) Access to South Hill 75.80% 15.30% 0.36% 8.54%
213 43 1 24 [ ]
I
d) iii) Access to Hellenge Hill 76.51% 12.46% 1.42% 9.61%
215 35 4 27 [ |
|
e) Common Land (ie. Purn Quarry) 49.47% 32.74% 7.47% 10.32%
139 92 21 29 |
|
f) i) Village Greens - Parish Cross and 73.67% 16.37% 1.78% 8.19%
Green 207 46 5 23 [ |
|
f) ii) Village Greens - Parish Pump and 72.95% 15.66% 2.85% 8.54%
Green 205 44 8 24 [ ]
I
f) iii) Village Greens - Laybys on 59.43% 23.84% 8.19% 8.54%
Roman Road 167 67 23 24 [ ]
|

14
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Q5. cont/ How much importance do the following features of Bleadon have for
you?

g) Other (please specify)

1. 5a) Why only these 200+ Houses Sanders application fields and not ALL open fields
including Amesbury Drive and The Veale? Q5c) Why lump all these items together
difficult to answer with a H M or L? How much do they currently cost residents? The
play area should be accessible and catered for all ages not just 0-12 as indicated in the
recent BPC newsletter. 5d) Should mention these are privately owned including two
Avon Wildlife reserves and access is permitted by them e.g. by PROW. BPC should
investigate buying South Hill for full public access. 5e) Is Purn Quarry not to be confused
with The Quarry the only piece of common land left in Bleadon? See Q4b! 5f) Is the
Parish Cross the same as the Market Cross (Q3d)? Is the Parish Pump the same as the
Village Pump (Q3d)?

2. a) Why only list the open fields between Bleadon Road and the A370? c) | have a
differing degree of importance for each feature. The levels.

3. a) Why only list these particular open fields and not all the parishes' open fields? c)
Three features - with for me differing degrees of importance. d) All privately owned
including one owned by a property developer. f) ii) Listed as Village Pump not Parish.

4. Again it is the sense of space matched to the current scale of the village that give
Bleadon its distinct character. It is of note that this open character is reflected in the
artwork on the road signs which welcome people to the village.

5. All high as we enjoy walking our dog.

6. All the open land that surrounds the village that actually allows Bleadon to BE a village.

7. Bench on Roman Road

8. Churchyard

9. Churchyard - High

10. Croquet lawns high

11. Don't know where Purn Quarry is.

12. Don't know where Purn Quarry is.

13. 1 am a dog walker and enjoy being to change my route daily - please keep footpaths
open as they are invaluable to the health and pleasure of living in our village

14. Market / village cross?

15. Open paths and fields as used by huge number of dog walkers, walkers and the many
horse owners.

16. Public footpath through golf course.

17. Seating at viewpoints on Celtic Way Roman Road and the maintainance of the views
steps and stiles used by many walkers joggers runners another visitors.

18. See my comments in the landscape character section - I'm not sure why anybody who
lives in Bleadon would rank any of these at less than high. I'm not sure what use a
consensus is when the answer is already known. The bigger questions are around the
specific value they add to the village and how that can be enhanced or protected. Also

15



19.
20.

21.

22.
. The whole point of living in the countryside is access to open space.
24,
25.
26.

23
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what additional open spaces would people like to see created or reclaimed and how
can we make those we have more accessible?

Surrounding wooded areas and rough ground around fields.

The open fields between the west end of Roman Road and Hutton/Oldmixon wood.

High. The open fields on the west side of Celtic Way - High

The Roman Road laybys should have waste bins. There would be a cost for emptying
but the ranger would not spend their time picking up litter only bin emptying.

The Veale and woods behind. South hill.

Wasn't aware of common land.
We enjoy walking and using all public right of way
Whole aspect of village especially history sites.
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