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Bleadon Road, Bleadon
Tel: 01934 812275

Open for Food and Drink
7 Days a Week
12pm 10 10pmM

Extensive Menuy
and Homemade Specials

Chilbren's Menu and Indoor Play Area




BLEADON VILLAGE NEWS

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

PETER SMART(Chairmarn) Hillside Cottage, Shiplate Road, Bleadon = 812849
RAY HICKS(Vice-Chairmarn) Fiddler’s View, Hillcote, Bleadon Hill = 811993
LEN CHAMBERLAIN Newbay Cottage, 21 Coronation Road, Bleadon =& 814517
MALCOLM PERRY “Westfield”, 1 The Barton, Bleadon = 813940
PENNY ROBINSON 1 The Veale, Shiplate Road, Bleadon = 814142
PENNY SKELLEY “Mendip Croft”, Celtic Way, Bleadon, = 815331
MARY SHEPPARD “Littlewood”, Bridgwater Road, Lympsham = 812921
KEITH PIKE 8 Whitegate Close, Bleadon, = 813127

THE PARISH CLERK TO WHOM ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED IS:-
BRUCE POOLE 10 South Street, Burnham-On-Sea = 01278 787555

The Council meets on the second Monday of the month at 7.30 pm in the Coronation
Hall. An agenda is published on the Parish notice board and any member of the public
may attend these meetings and raise any issue of interest at the end of business.

BLEADON CORONATION HALL
Management Committee

At the time of writing, we are preparing for our annual Christmas Fayre, always a popular
event. But this year, on Saturday 9 December, there is the added attraction of the
opening display of the Replica Head of ‘Bleadon Man’, as featured in the BBC2
programme ‘“Meet the Ancestors”. The cost of the Head was generously met by
Marshall’s Concrete Products, and is now on permanent display in the Coronation Hall.

| have mentioned, in previous issues, our intention of applying to the National Lottery
Charities Board for a substantial grant in order to replace the existing roof and extend the
area hehind the stage. This will provide improved facilities for the Bleadon Players and
other organisations who might wish to use our stage in the future. QOne of the many
requirements for the grant application is to obtain the views of residents as regards Hall
facilities at present, and how they can be improved upon.

In order to do this a copy of the questionnaire will be delivered, early January, to evety
household in the village. Names and addresses will not be recorded but your views are
really important, even if you do not currently use the many facilities of the Hail. If your
completed form is not collected you may hand it in at the Post Office.

Please spend a few minutes on this important matter - it will be greatly appreciated!
L J Chamberlain (Chairman)
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CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT i
bil e
Over the past two months we have experienced extremely wet weather lﬁ s
and high volumes of water draining off the hills surrounding Bleadon. *-+
Two areas have been particularly effected, namely Shiplate Road and Purn Way,
where the water table has remained high and the drainage systems have been unable
to cope. The Parish Council has been in constant communication with North Somerset
Highways Department asking them to treat both these areas as a priority. At the
beginning of November there was some flooding in Coronation Road and to improve
the water drainage we cleared the gullies and roadside of six barrow loads of leaves.

North Somerset empty gullies in the village twice a year and sweep the roads four
times a year. They cannot clear gullies often enough, particularly in the Autumn and
Winter seasons, to keep them clear of falling leaves and agricultural waste. At my
request a number of residents have agreed to “Adopt A Gully”. It takes very little
effort to keep gullies clear of rubbish if done regularly and has immediate effect on
the clearance of storm water. So if there is a gully near you please help us all to avoid
floods in the future.

Bulbs have been planted around the village, in Bleadon Road, The Veale, Celtic Way
and by the Village Pump. We look forward to a colourful and cheerful Spring.

The Village Hall Car Park has been tarmaced and to further increase the number of
parking places we are having white lines painted in the area.

Finally, may I wish you all, on behalf of the Bleadon Parish Council, a very Happy
Christmas and a Contented New Year!
Peter Smart, Chairman, Bleadon Parish Council

BLEADON CHURCH - PARISH MAGAZINE
Monthly 30p
News, views, reports,
times of and information about
Services and special events.
To get your copy, phone
Pete Williams on 812020.
Also obtainable from Bleadon Post Office




CHURCH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL
The Rev’d David Parkinson
The Rectory
= 01934 812297

SPECIAL SERVICES

THE WISE MEN SUNDAY 7 JANUARY
Coming as it does at the end of the twelve days of Christmas,
the Feast of the Epiphany gives us a chance to sing several
carols and hymns about the visit of the wise men to Jesus.
The Family Service at 10.15 am on Sunday 7 January will be| i
in commemoration of the Epiphany. Come along and have al/ i
good sing! i3

CHRISTIAN UNITY TUESDAY 16 and 23 JANUARY
Mid January gives us the beginning of the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity. Our Celebration of Holy Communion (Eucharist) at 9.30 am on
Tuesday 16 January will have this theme. Churches together in Weston
and District will have a special United Service held on Tuesday 23 January
at 7.30 pm at Hughenden Road Family Church.

CANDLEMAS SUNDAY 4 FEBRUARY
Our Family Service on Sunday 4 February will be in commemoration
of Candlemas - remembering the presentation of Jesus in the Temple
at Jerusalem forty days after his birth. Candles, which will be used
during the year, will be blessed and we will all hold a candle to
remind ourselves that Jesus, the Light of the World, is alive and is to
be helped by us to spread his message.

LENT WEDNESDAY 28 FEBRUARY
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 28 February.

CANON MARTIN FITZPATRICK

We were sorry to learn of the death at the end of November of Canon
Fitzpatrick, formerly Parish Priest at Corpus Christi Church. He was a
good friend.

David Parkinson, Rector
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FRIENDS OF BLEADON CHURCH

ANNUAL PANCAKE PARTY TUESDAY 27 FEBRUARY
The Annual Pancake Party will be held in the Church Room on Tuesday 27
February. Tickets, at £2.00 each, will be available nearer the time from the
- Post Office or from members of the “Friends” Committee.

SPONSORED ABSEIL SATURDAY 10 MARCH
The Rector will be celebrating his birthday in a new way in 2001. He intends
to abseil down the Church Tower and, in doing so, will raise money for Church
Funds. If you would like-to join him please contact me. There are a limited
number of places on offer. We hope to be able to raise a large amount from
this event,

QuUiIZ SATURDAY 21 APRIL
There will be a Quiz in the Coronation Hall on Saturday 21 April at 7.30 pm. Tickets at £3.50
each, again available from the Post Office or “Friends” Committee members, will include a
Ploughman’s Supper.

: ADVANCE NOTICE :
a MAY DAY FAYRE MONDAY 7 MAY .
0 A Car Boot Sale with a difference. Put the date in your diary now. g
0 I S A O 0 S I L I I I e S YN

As well as the above events there will be a Jumble Sale - date and venue to be arranged.
We also hope to hold a concert given by a Salvation Army Band, and a Barn Dance.

For further details on any events mentioned above contact Barbara Hartree & 814812

CUB SCOUT NEWS

All the Cubs looked forward to the Fossil Man from Weston
Museum and it proved a very informative meeting. We were also
busy with rehearsals for our Group Carol Service which took
place at HQ on 8 December. All the Cubs were involved in one
way or another. It is nice to get together with all the sections now
and again.

We have two Cubs “Trying Out” Scouts: Luke Wilson and Ben Smithers. We wish
them both well.

In the past couple of months we have welcomed William
Plummer, Jordan Addis, Tom Mansfield and Grant Kusack
into the Pack, some formerly of Beavers. Numbers are
now twenty and expanding. The Scouts are building a
new Carol Float which will tour our village on 20, 21 and
22 December. Watch out for Santal

on



THE QUEEN'S ARMS
Anita and Chris
welcome you to our traditional Village Pub

In a warm and friendly atmosphere,
relax and enjoy real ales from the cask,
a good selection of wines and excellent

food from our menus

-Skittle Alley -
Tel/Fax: 01934 812080

or visit our website at www.queensarms.co.uk

NOW IN
900D Beér
guIDe

Brought to you by
Wanted To Book call
HOSTS for Party fine ' 01934 824368
Benefit from discounts

Serendipity Linen
The 'Story of Cotton' Presentation

S uneapectod Discovony of The Fimest guality Gotton andl Linens
Jrom avound the world

New for old scheme available
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A LIST OF ORGANISATIONS WHICH REGULARLY USE THE CORONATION HALLS

2.00 pm - 5.00 pm
7.30 pm (1% in month)
7.30 pm (2" in month)

10.00 am - 12 noon (2" in month)

2.00 pm - 4,00 pm (1%, 3%, 4" in month)
2.00 pm - 4,00 pm (2' in month)

6.00 pm - 7.30 pm

7.30 pm (1%, 2°, 4", 5" in month)

7.30 pm (3" in month October/May)

10.00 am - 12 noon (2" and 4" in month)
10,00 am - 12 noon (1%, 3, 5" in month)

5.30 pm - 6,30 pm

7.30 pm

11.00 am - 1 pm September - June
2.00 pm - 4,00 pm September - June
6.00 pm - 7.30 pm

8.00 pm 1%, 4" in month September - June

2.00 pm - 4.00 pm
7.00 pm September - May

7.30 pm

3.00 pm - 5.00 pm September - May

MONDAY
Bleadon Bridge Club
British Sugarcraft Guild (W-5-M)
Parish Council

TUESDAY
Bleadon Short Mat Bowling Club
Bleadon Short Mat Bowling Club
Bleadon Ladies Group
Brownies™*
Bleadon Photographic Group
Bleadon Horticultural Society

WEDNESDAY

Infant Welfare Clinic & Toddler Group
Toddler Group

Bleadon Beavers**

Bleadon Players Rehearsals
THURSDAY

Watercolour Painting
(Post Beginners)

Watercolour Painting
{Experienced)

Bleadon Cubs**

Bleadon Folk Dancing Club
FRIDAY

Bleadon Friendship Club

Short Mat Bowling Club

Bleadon Scouts**
SUNDAY

Short Mat Bowling Club

Mr D Gardner B 812041
Mrs E Lambert & 01278 786586

Mr ) Ward & 812136
Mr ) Ward & 812136
Mrs B Pugh & 814362
Mrs R Lang & 750827
Mrs G Taylor & 812475
Mr C Cudlipp & 813152

Health Visitor at the Clinic
Mrs | Walford & 811718

Paul Morris & 751083
Jane Steel & 629903

Mrs S Kelly & 812419

Mrs K Panes
W-5-M Tech College & 411411

Mrs K Panes
W-S-M Tech College & 411411

Mrs | Thorne & 814007

Mr J Diment & 812217

Mr ) Ward & 812136
Mr H Boyce

Mr | Ward = 812136

** in the New Hall. The Halls are available for hire by any private individual or organisation.

Enquiries to Mrs J Jones = 812370



lan and Leslie Sarginson

BLEADON POST OFFICE

Newsagents « Off Licence « Groceries
Bread « Milk « Toys « Hardware
igarettes

Iruit « Vegetables « €
Confectionary « Greetings Cards « Stationery

Tel: 812200

Qualified Chiropodist

Mrs. Victoria J. Jones
M.5.5.Ch. M.B.CH.A.
Registered member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Association

VISITING PRACTICE, BYAPPOINTMENT

4 Whitegate Close ‘ Tel: 01934 812134
Bleadon
Weston-super-Mare Mobile: 0467 847331

73 3 . ' 2
You don t have to suffer in silence ...

No maiter what the problem is or how bad things may seem,
sharing it with a professionally trained counsellor can make a
difference and lead to a brighter future, Take the {irst step and
telephone for a no charge, confidential, initial consultation.

Alan Robinson 01934 744123
The future doesnt have to be the same as the past ..




H. Pitman & Sons
Funeral Directors

* QOur Expetience is Your Assurance

* Offering a Personal and Sympathetic Service
* 24 Hour Service

¢ Prepaid Funeral Plans

* Private Chapel of Rest

* Home Visits

Funeral to Suit all Budgets
For Immediate Service

Telephone: 01934 622738
40 Milton Road, Weston-super-Mare

it

PPERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING

Sandra Kelly

Licensed Will Consultant

It costs you to make a will. It costs your estate much more if you don't

Consultations in your own home
Telephone 812419

PEP Legal Services, Crown House, 1 Stafford Place, Weston-super-Mare
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ATTENTION LOCAL CRAFTS PEOPLE - AND EARLY RISERS...!

The artistic talents of Bleadon residents, always strongly to the fore, are once
again coming into prominence as the Christmas season approaches. At the
Post Office, Ian and Leslie are keenly seeking to encourage the creative work
of local people. Recently, we have been fortunate to be able to feature
greetings cards derived from the botanical paintings of Alison Proctor, as well
as the Christian Arts cards of Jenny and Roy Collins and the handcrafted gift
boxes and stationery of Christine Davies. Latterly, much interest
has been generated by the splendid hand-made Christmas
crackers of Nicky Frewin.

So - are YOU next? If you have creative artistic or craft ideas you
might wish to display and market, please come and talk to us at
the Post Office.

Alternatively, your talents may be more directly practical... and

public spirited. Do you enjoy early mornings? There is no doubt that, in order
to maintain our existing newspaper service to the village, we have urgent need
of an early riser to assist with the organisation of our delivery rounds. Ian
hopes, in the not too distant future, to be able to open the shop rather earlier
than the present time of 9.00 am (keep watching for announcements), but this
would only be possible if someone can be found to assist with - and eventually
mastermind - the news distribution arrangements. Any offers, thoughts or
suggestions would be most welcome!

Leslie and lan thank you all for the really warm welcome we have received
from the village as a whole in the four months since our arrival amongst you -
and we wish you all the happiest of Christmases!

feddeded-fod-Jol=defofefefofododofojofeyafelodododofo]=]] ]

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGCION
[ would like to thank all of my collectors who worked so hard for this
year’s Poppy Appeal, and also all those who gave so generously. A

grand total of £465.47 was raised. Sadly this was less than last year,
partly due to the fact that the Church box was stolen.

If there is someone out there who could perhaps take on the role of
Poppy Organiser, would they please contact me on = 812217.

Thank you.

nhRananRnLLrun
nunnRnaInRRLnTR

J Diment

@ﬁggﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@@
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“
BLEADON BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION MEANS

A NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN ...

Following the article on the above in the Weston Mercury on Friday 24
November I wish to inform you of the correct facts regarding the closure
of the A370 for six weeks commencing 15 February.

A meeting was held at the Town Hall upon Friday 10 November between 1
representatives of North Somerset Council, Weston Town Council, Bleadon Parish]
Council, the Police, Ambulance and Fire Services, and Badgerline, regarding the
closure of the A370 to facilitate the demolition and rebuilding of the railway bridge.

X, Closing the road is bound to cause serious disruption to normal traffic
s a "y flows and we are keen to minimise the inpact on local roads. Signed
i =il o diversions will therefore be put in place directing traffic away from
4 the Bleadon area and onto more suitable routes including the A38
w4 and M5. Pedestrians and cyclists will still be able to cross the railway
Bl via a temporary footbridge that will be installed for the duration of
the roadworks.

To discourage non local traffic from using roads in the Bleadon and Bleadon
Hill area manned barriers will be installed on the following roads:-
Bleadon Hill - Bridgwater Road junction -
Totterdown Lane - Bridge Road/Bridgwater Road junction

Unmanned barriers will be erected at Canada Coombe and on the A370 Bridgwater
Road south of the railway bridge with LOCAL ACCESS ONLY signs erected at cross.

A temporary Traffic Regulation Order will be invoked that would make it an offence to
use Bleadon as an alternative route should local roads become congested.

Everything will be done to help maintain a clear route for the Emergency Services and
. _. 1o protect local residents from the effect of extra traffic on the
"1 narrow roads through our village and over Bleadon Hill. However, |
] we will deliver a letter, together with a windscreen pass, to all
Tty homes in the area of Bleadon and Bleadon Hill to aid access past
o 1| L the manned barriers. If extra passes are required, for example two
™ car families, please contact:-

Mr G Bunting = 01275 882028.
P J Smart, Chairman

12
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TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF THE BUSY A370

A NOTE FROM THE COUNCILLORS ...

With this issue of Bleadon News you should receive a circular from
«  North Somerset Council regarding the closure of the Uphill Bridge for
Reconstruction.

Controversial it may be, but rest assured that there
was no viable option other than months of single-lane traffic and .
delays. We have done our very best to reduce the impact on the o
village and its residents, and to ensure that the emergency =
services enjoy a priority access route.

However, the final result rests with you to ensure that the ‘passes’

provided are distributed wisely amongst family and regular visitors, so that the
village and Bleadon Hill does not become clogged with unnecessary traffic. And
please, have patience and a word of kindness for those manning the barriers.
Someone has to do it!

The recent verge clearance work along the A370, part of the ‘Gateway Improve-
ments’ being implemented on the major approach to towns in North Somerset, may
seem drastic to some but will result in a better wildlife and plant habitat for the
future. It should also lead to better maintenance, as random wild-sown bushes and
common saplings have been removed as part of the process. Some of the latter may
be replaced by a more formal tree planting scheme being proposed by your Parish
Council.

Finally, as ever, we are always available to answer and help with your queries and
problems where they relate to North Somerset Council and are always contactable
through the numbers printed below. If you get the voice mail, then please leave
your name and number and we will come back to you. Don't just put the phone
down! We find this way of keeping contact far better than sitting in the village hall
on the occasional Saturday morning waiting for someone to call in with a problem,
and we hope you do as well.

To further help you, Ian is specialising in trouble-shooting Housing e
and Social Service issues and Elfan looks after Planning, Transport e
and Highway matters.

With Best Wishes for Christmas and 2001!
Councillor  Elfan ap Rees & 822524
Councillor Ian Peddlesden = 813509
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MORE BLEADON REMEMBERED ...

E(:‘JI:JLT]I:’I:‘:!:J:IEI:_'I:)[___!EJ:JI:!I:I:J:)K:[:(::II:I:I[:ED
| Dad was born in Bleadon i
] In Nineteen Hundred and One, 0
Mum lived in Uphill I
And nearly made the ton!
l (99 years, 9 months) [
I I think I ought to mention 0
f - That as their only son, I
I ﬁ;.f’??f».‘s v I[)Jadlfollllght against the Germans [
o] ntil the War was won
| A ’t* Now I'm BANNED from village [
] "#E By COUNCIL I've been told, I
0 [ 8 The “Queen’s” I cannot visit 0
i PERMIT 1 do not hold! 1
Dad would say *“’tis your own fault
! You disobey me still [
[ 1told you never ever go I
I And live on Bleadon Hill”. I
H Signed Local Yokel H
l l

=

LH:II:JI:!!:II:E:EK::}:‘:\:’:J::JI::}@:}::’:E:I{

<X

ELECTRICIAN e
o Quotation ¢
Steve InS|ey No Call Out Charge

WSM 812709 OFFICE e J No Job Too Small
07971 413603 MOBILE % =s No Obligation - No VAT

HOUSEHOLD ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION WORK

* Security Lights - Extra Sockets - Shower Units - Telephone Extensions *

* New Fittings - Fuse Boards - Door Bells - Fault Finding .. Etc .. Etc. *

14



BLEADON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The 27th Summer Flower Show was one of the best for several

. years, with the Coronation Hall full of high quality exhibits -

Y/ = especially in the vegetable, cut flower and pot culture classes.

wq\“ The floral exhibits were very colourful with Amanda Du Rose

ﬁ winning "both cups for this section. Barbara Butler won the

v Chairman’s Cup for the most points in the homecraft classes.

Colin King came away with four cups/plates whilst Steve Hartree

won three cups. Reg Davis was awarded one cup and brother and sister Matthew
and Alison Tonks both won cups in the childrens’ section.

o

The first evening meeting of the Autumn was very well attended and everyone
really enjoyed the talk given by Catherine Crouch, the winner of the
1999 BBC Gardener of the Year competition. We were also privi-
leged to see slides of the finalists’ gardens in this year’s competition.

In October the ex Parks Superintendent of Bath, Stanley Hitt, gave us
a superb tour of Europe taking in breathtaking botanical gardens,
floral displays and floral carnival floats.

The December meeting held a Social and Beetle Drive.

On Tuesday .16 January 2001 Mr Michael Smith will be giving an
illustrated talk on Wisley RHS and Rosemoor Gardens.

Coming up on Tuesday 20 February we welcome Mr Chris Webber, the Weston
Parks Superintendant, who will be showing slides and talking about the work of our
own Parks Department.

The Spring Flower Show will be held in the Coronation Hall on Saturday 17 March.
Schedules for the show will be avaiable in the Post Office or from Committee
Members in the New Year.

" Tuesday 17 April_offers a “Gardeners Question Time”, with
three panel members to answer any of your questions. (It
would be helpful if these questions could be submitted to me
before the event).

Anyone is welcome to attend any of our meetings.
Chris Cudlipp

15




STEPHEN & CO.

Chartered Surveyors

| 01934 - 621101 |

Buying, Selling & Professional Advice v
on all property matters

Chartered Valuation Surveycrs
Auctioneers
Estate Agents

Next Town Hali
Weston-super-Mare BS23 1UP
Fax: (01934) 621519

WATERHOUSE ELECTRICAL &
ENGINEERING SERVICES LIMITED

Commercial ® Domestic * Industrial Installations ® Boiler/Steam ¢ Fire Alorm # Trace Heafing Specialists

C H
B S iaiin Sonvacuvg
i
APPROYED CONTRACTOR

Unit 8, Purn House Farm Workshops, Purn Way, Bleadon, Weston-super-Mare BS24 OGE.
Tel:{01934) 813803 Fax:(01934} 813883 Mobile: {07860} 597463

e-mail; waterhouse.electrical@ksbdial.co.uk
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CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL
BLEADON, WESTON-SUPER-MARE «

AUCTION OF PROMISES

Well, the year 2000 has come and nearly gone and likewise all the <
talk and plannjng for the Auction of Promises has passed into
history with the event itself which took place on 28 October.

'"f*l During the year we were in contact with a large number of
i organisations and friends who pledged promises with the usual
il goodwill and enthusiasm. We ended up with 109 varied promises,
?:‘ih | ranging from a helicopter ride, original paintings, visits to historic
i 1; places, cakes, car valeting and handiwork.

Whilst the weather on the day itself was the standard ‘wet and

windy’, a large band of workers set to in preparing the Coronation e ,i!‘;_,;;;:‘
Hall for the Auction, and the Scout HQ hosted what turned out to N
be a sumptuous buffet (There have been many complimentary . =  ~

remarks). Poster displays were created by John Hickley and both = ‘“we s "
rooms were fitted out with these and Lorna Hickley established a l:n !

comprehensive display of all the items for Auction that night.

John Hobbs was the auctioneer and his humour made the evening go with a swing.
After a couple of hours every one of the promises had been sold. The amount of
£2680 was raised on the night, but further promises have yet to be completed
(visits to Winchester, a tour of Wells Cathedral and some home decorating) which
will increase the total sum raised to approximately £3000. What a success!

With regard to the visit and the tour, there are still a few vacancies
3 left. Anyone interested in the coach trip to Winchester (price £10)
m should contact David Lowton on = 413034. As for the visit to
g == Wells (price £6), Graham Rogers is the contact on = 811571, (You
=25 need to be fit to scale the heights)

To all those who supported the event in any way,
a special thank you for your enthusiasm and your generosity.

17



Christmas 1914

Christmas 1914, the stars were shining, shining bright, .l;-(- A
And all along the Western Front, the guns lay still and quiet, En{ Pt
Men lay dozing in the trenches, in the cold and in the dark, E“;‘{‘ .f_'..P;
And far away, behind the lines, a village dog began to bark. *¥

Some lay thinking of their families, some sang songs, some were quiet,
Some rolled fags, and some played brag to pass this Christmas night,
Then, from the German trenches, something moved in No-Mans-Land,
Through the dark there came a soldier, a white flag in his hand.

Soon from both sides men went forward, across the borderlands,
Through barbed wire, loose and shallow, and stood there shaking hands.
Fritz brought cigars and brandy, Tommy - his corned beef and fags,
They stayed there, talking, laughing, in moonlit No-Mans-Land.

Christmas Day they all played football, in the mud of No-Mans-Land
Tommy has some British Christmas Pudding, Fritz some German beer,
So, after footbhall, when they rested, they shared this festive cheer,
And Fritz brought out a faded photo of his family in Berlin.

Four days passed and no one fought, no shot fired day or night,

Poor old Fritz and Tommy Atkins, they’d both lost the will to fight,

So they withdrew them from the trenches, removed them from the War,
Put fresh troops in their places and prepared the guns once more.

The next day 1914, flares were burning, burning bright,

When a message came, “Prepare offensive, over the top we go tonight,”
Men stood ready in the trenches, in the cold and in the dark

And all along the Western Front, the Christmas guns began to bark.




BLEADON LADIES CLUB

We have enjoyed a very good year with a host of interesting
speakers.

Our annual outing to Plymouth was a very enjoyable day, as was our Christmas
Dinner at Battleborough Grange on Tuesday 12 December. This was followed
by a concert in the Village Hall by the Rainbow Singers, who put us in the
Christmas spirit with their Christmas tunes.

We meet every second Tuesday of the month in the Coronation Hall, from 2.30
pm until 4.30 pm. So why not start your New Year by joining us. We are
always looking for new members, and we will be pleased to welcome you.

The Committee would like to wish all its members and friends a Happy
Christmas and a Happy Year in 2001.
Barbara Pugh = 814362

WE AIM TO PUBLISH THIS MAGAZINE
FOUR TIMES A YEAR
IN MARCH, JUNE, SEPTEMBER AND DECEMBER,
However, any date-sensitive material should be sent
to the editors for inclusion well in advance

as we cannot guarantee a definite publication date.
The deadline for the next issue is Friday 16 February 2001.

BRIDGE GARAGE

(Prop: Peter Briffitt)
BLEADOCN VILLAGE

AT YOUR SERVICE
TELEPHONE: 01934 - 812206
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COMMUNITY - WHO CARES?

Mrs Thatcher famously said there is no such thing as “society”, pursuing policies designed to
prove her statement. I suspect she felt the same way about community, particularly as, for
the most part, communities can oppose & Government more effectively than individuals can.
Nevertheless, many people seem to think that a) community spirit is a “good thing” b) there is
less of it about nowadays c) it is more likely to be found in villages than in towns. I agree with
all three points. As the first is purely a matter of personal belief I simply beg to differ from the
curmudgeons, recluses and gung-ho “look after Number One” types. The others are, possibly,
matter of fact, well worth close examination. .

I contend that community spirit has declined more or less everywhere directly because of the
decline in the number of things that people do locally in groups, including the most important
thing, work. Many towns grew up round a particular factory. In mining areas the pit was often
the sole raison d'étre of a village. A century ago most of those who lived in Bleadon worked
here, too. Men worked on farms or at the quarry. Instead of commuting in a car they walked
to work, something you can do in groups. Women also worked on the farms. There were
several shops, a blacksmith, a laundry and even an undertakers. All this meant that most
adults in Bleadon worked or dealt with each other on a regular basis, especially at harvest time.
Steam driven machinery was brought in for this and all the workers moved from farm to farm
in order to finish the job as quickly as possible. It is no wonder that Harvest Home became
such a major celebration in most villages!

Working together led naturally to socialising together, but not elaborately arranged affairs like
today’s office parties, everyone travelling to distant homes afterwards. Workmates lived next
door or round the corner; socialising did not need to be organised. A chat over the wall or at
the garden gate, in the pub or one of the shops - this informal socialising meant that people
kept in touch. A formal, regular social occasion was, of course, the weekly Church service. In
those days churchgoing was the rule, rather than the exception, for all classes and ages,
reinforced by the closeness of the village school. Old photographs reveal what a big occasion
the church fétes used to be, held on the lawns of the Old Rectory.

Les Masters
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» A “ FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN THE CORONATION HALLS ~
, Please make a note in your diary! y
* Monday 8 January 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting (in New Hall) 3
" Thursday 18 January  7.30 pm PANTOMIME ~ Bleadon Players
« Friday 19 January 7.30 pm PANTOMIME ~ Bleadon Players ;
» Saturday 20 January 2.00 pm PANTOMIME ~ Bleadon Players

» Saturday 20 January 7.30 pm PANTOMIME ~ Bjeadon Players “:

* Monday 12 February 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting

; Wednesday 14 February 7.30 pm Welcome Meeting ~ CONTACTUS — Ré&F _
- John Tomlinson & 812436 "
» Monday 12 March 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting :
» Saturday 17 March 9.00 am - 5.00 pm Spring Flower Show ~ Bleadon Horticultural Society »

FYY‘/XX%XX"AXXXYXX?’XX)(}’.X}(XX';(}J){X'X}\/.X‘/V‘/.’Y).'XX'/XV‘/‘x/

20



e L e e R e e e |
CONTACTUS - BLEADON

Our Barn Dance took place on Saturday 4 November and was very well supported by friends from
our own village and by members of Bleadon and Weston Folk Dance Clubs. Our sincere thanks to
all who came along and who regularly support the work of Contactus. The money raised by this
event will be enough to fund our “Welcome Packs” and “Get Togethers” for the Year ahead.

As a fair number of new families have moved into the Parish in recent months we have planned our
next Welcome Gathering for Wednesday 14 February in the Coronation Hall at 7.30 pm. If by
chance you are new to our village please let us know you are here by contacting either Mary or
Philip Ashley on & 812667, or John Tomlinson on & 812436, We do apologise if you have been
here for some time and have not been recognised as newcomers. It will only be because we have
not noticed, nor been advised of, the change of occupancy of your property. In this respect forgive
us if we appeal to you once more to make us aware of newcomers in your road - and our sincere
thanks to those few of you who regularly do so.

In conclusion we wish you all, newcomers and descendants of founding fathers alike, a very Happy
Christmas and a peaceful, prosperous and fulfilling New Year.
John Tomlinson, Chairman

MENDIP VALE Established 1988
LANDSCAPES

Fencing Tree Care
Garden Design Tree Removal
Hard Landscaping Site Clearance

Fully Qualified Tree Surgeon
® Jon Kingcott 01934 814665 Mobile 07767 250215

WOULD LIKE TO WISH THE VILLAGE OF BLEADON
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

For all your typing and secretarial needs including:
Letters CVs Menus Booklets Data Entry
Don't delay! Contact 01458 850657 phone/fax

Or e-mail enquiries@adminworld.co.uk
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J\W NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH
%\\7 Celebrate the start of the REAL Millennium in style, at the | - '
&  Bleadon New Year’s Eve Party. "
( )\
gﬁ The fun starts at 9.00 pm in the Coronation Halls and
"%y lasts until the early hours of 2001.

%

ﬁquckets are avallable from Betty Paterson on = 812183 or the Post Office.

\ We sold out of tickets last year - Don‘t miss out on a GREAT party!

xﬁ BOOK NOW. %
lé% @‘ ”EJ \ AN r \x @‘:‘\\ ;6‘3? 7\ @\ ?\ @\\ f})"\
S SR _,1 éﬁ d‘g\ “p\ A (,,.\%\ j\\'\/}p >¥\‘g L5
BLEADON FRIEN DSHIP CLUB
6“1‘ £ NOS;”A

On 1 December we were entertained by the Rainbow Singers and on

Friday 8 December there was a Bingo session, proving, as always, to CLu®
be a humourous occasion. Our Christmas lunch this year was at the
Woodborough, Winscombe on Monday 11 December. A meeting on 15 Decembe
wrapped up our year with Christmas card distributing, music, carols
mince pies and a bumper Christmas Raffle.

I The Club will reopen on Friday 12 January 2001.

A very happy and peaceful Christmas to you all.

REPORT OF THE RECORD BREAKING AUTUMN DELUGE

No one needs to be told that it has been rather wet of late! Here are the actual rainfa
figures for Autumn 2000 and the average rainfall in the last two decades ...

Month Amount of Rain in mm Number of Dry Days
September 153.0 8

October 190.6 9 _
November 151.9 3 P”"*

... compared with the Average Rainfall 1981 to 1999 Lo

i\‘ll =1

September 93.5 16 ‘
October 105.5 14
November 93.6 13

Chris Cudlipy
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Tel: Bleadon 814500
Mobile: 0374 475376
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SNz,
| SOMERSET EASCIAS

MAINTENANCE FREE UVPC

FREE QUOTATIONS

* FASCIA BOARDS & SOFFITS *
* GUTTERS & FOWNPIPES *
* ALL TYPES OF CLADDING *
* TTMBER REPLACEMENTS *
Tel: 01934 628793 Mobile 10410 727595 * ROOFING REPAIRS *

Tel: 01934 510117 Mobile: 0411919873

ALL TNSTALLATIONS * COMPETITIVE PRICES *
&S “’g:}:}f;ﬁfé%‘-“ * QUALITY WORKMANSHIP *
* PRICES ON REQUEST *

CFG ROOF/HOUSE CHECK

Tel: 01934 644430 Weston Business Park, Unit 14b

Fax: 01934 643267 The Airport
Weston-Super-Mare

North Somerset
BS24 8RA

ROOFING * PVC-U REPLACEMENT SPECIALIST
HOUSE MAINTENANCE + ALTERATIONS ¢« DECORATING

%

Mark Howe

offers a Friendly, Reliable Service for
GRASS AND HEDGE CUTTING = TURF LAYING
ERECTION AND CREOSOTING OF FENCES AND GATES
PATIO, CHIPPING and PATH LAYING
TREES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED » DOMESTIC ROTAVATING
also: PATIOS AND DRIVES PRESSURE-WASHED

01934 413594
(with answerphone)
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Edited by Penny Robinson (1 The Veale) and Steve Miles (16 The Veale).
Published by Bleadon Parish Council, Bleadon, North Somerset.
Unless otherwise stated, the opinions and comments expressed in this newsletter are those of the contribufc
and not Bleadon Parish Council. Cover by John Hickley.
Produced by AdminWorld = 01458 850657 or e-mail ‘enquiries@adminworld.co.uk’.



