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BLEADON VILLAGE NEWS NO. 46

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

PETER SMART (crntTman) Hiilside cottage, shiprate Road, Breadon g grzs+g
MY HICKS (Vice-C/tahman) Fiddter,s View, Hiilcote, Bleadon Hill E Stt9g:
LEN CHAMBERLAIN Newbay cottage, 21 coronation Road, Breadon E$ et+sr.z
MALCOLM PERRY . ..Westfield", 

1 The Barton, Bteadon g et:g+O
PENNY ROBINSON 1 The Veate, Shiptate Road, Bleadon B et+t+z
PENNY SKELLEY ..Mendip 

Croft", Celtic Way, Bleadon El erSSgf
MARY SHEPPARD "LitUewood,,, Bridgwater Road, Lympsham B AIJzSZT
KEITH PIKE 8 Whitegate Ctose, Bleadon @ AnfZl
NICK WALL

THE PARISH CLERK To WHOM ALL CORRESPoNDENCE sHoULD BE ADDRESSED IS:-
BRUCE POOLE 10 South Street, Burnham_On_Sea, @ onle 7B7sSs

The council meets on the second Monday of the month at 7.30 pm in the coronationHall. An agenda is published on the parish notice board and any member of the publicmay attend these meetings and raise any is;ue of interest at the end oi business.

BLEADON CORONATION HALL
Management Committee

August is always a quiet month, as most organisations await the autumnschedules. with the redecoration of the main nllt no* .ornpt"te, work shouldshortly commence on the kitchen.

e National Charities Lotteries Board for a
and tiled roof to replace the existing

ing repofts from our building ,ulv"yorl
necessary planning consents, 

y' quotes from contractors and the

L J Chamberlain (Chairman)
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

The Parish Council will soon be considering quotations for the resufacing of the car
park between the youth club and the new hall and this project will, we hope, be
completed before the end of the year. A pavement has replaced the grass verge at
the Coronation Road/Shiplate Road corner and the junction of Celtic Way with
Shiplate Road will shottly be resurfaced. This will mean some disruption for a day.
Kerbing has already been put in place at the Hutton Garage end of Bleadon Road
and this has improved the approach to the Village from the Bridgwater Road
direction. I shall be suggesting to the Parish Council at the next
meeting that planting of daffodil bulbs around parts of the
Village would improve the visual aspect next spring. If it is

agreed, maybe we can organise a Charlie's Army of bulb planters
in early October.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN
THE USUAL BAND OF VOLUNTEERS!

On 30 August I attended the
when the redevelopment of
problem seems to lie in the
junction with Accommodation
although the Parish Council
proviso that the junction
upgrading of sewerage and
continue to Dress Notth
measures at this pafticular

meeting of the Nofth Somerset Planning Committee
Purn Farm was discussed. The main
access to Bridgwater Road and its
Road. The application was refused,
had recommended it, with the
would be improved along with
drainage. However, we shall
Somerset for traffic calming
junction. The recently mentioned

speed limit of 50 miles per hour would still appear to be too fast. We hope that we
can urge Nodh Somerset to give priority to this matter, although we note that the
Council budget may not extend to this,

The closure of the 4370 to facilitate the rebuilding of the railway bridge is scheduled
for 15 February - 5 April 2001; consultative meetings between highway authorities,
police and Parish Council will commence in November and residents will be kept
fully informed of the traffic arrangements.

Anyone out there who would like to attend meetings of the Parish Council are most
welcome and your input is of great importance to all of us who represent you.

Peter Smaft, Chairman, Bleadon Parish Council



CHURCH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL
BLEADON Revd David parkinson

WESTON-SUPER-MARE The Rectory
17 Coronation Road

Bleadon
Weston-Super-Mare

BS24 OPG
8o1934 872297SPECIAL SER.VICES

HARVEST FESTTVAL 7-8 OCTOBER

i:::'"f ?,* :i'.1:: "'1: . 9l I l:i in the t."it'" 
", i ;;;;;'J;' .f,#H1i ;:brought to church lltlg the morning of Frrday 6 o.tob.;.*T'h;;^'i%J;F'RSTI\/AT E1A I/III \-Z C\DDI 

'r^NEESTIVAL FAMTLY SERVTCE will be lt rO.ts
vv |,ruourrLcLr. LrurlrrB fnls:iefvlce and, in the main, tinned fOOdSare asked for as these are easier to distribute and store. As usrar nrrrHarvest gifts will go to help needy families.

As usual, our

EvENsoNG oF ALL soul,s 
REMEMBRANCE 

suNDAy s NoVEMBER
-PJ:i:soT at 6'30 em on s November will include an Act of Remembrancevr rr4rutr ied during the past year. Additionally,you are i loved ones wno frave died at any timeand thes please write to me about this or addnames to

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SUNDAY 12 NOVEMBERour Remembrance.lr-la"y sung Eucharist and. Act of Remembrance willbe at 10'15 am on 12 November. Traditional pr;y;;;, ;"otrrg. and hymnswill be used, names from the war Memorials in church will be read out.There will be two minutes silence and the raying of wreaths. For those whowish to spend time in gilent remembrance on @, theChurch will be open at 11 am.

ADVENT
Advent Sunday is 3 December and there will
Service arranged by our Choir at 6.30 pm.

SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER
be our usual Advent Carol

David Parkinson, Rector

ndav I October.



fI. Pitrnan & Sons
Funeral Directors

. Our Experience isYour Assurance

. Offering a Personal and Sympathetic Service

. 24 Hour Service

. Prepaid Funeral Plans

. Private Chapel of Rest

. Home Visits

Funeral to Suit all Budgets
For lmmediate Service

Telephone: 01 934 622738
40 Milton Road, Weston-suPer-Mare

PERSONAL E PLANNING

Sandra Kellv
Licensed Will Consultant

It costs you to make a will. It costs your estate much more if you don't

Consultations in your own home

Telephone 812419

PEP Legat Services, Crown House, 1 Stafford Place, Weston'super'Mare



HARVEST SUPPER
FRIENDS OF BLEADON CHURCH

SATURDAY 7 OCTOBER
fi",;l^'"Hffi;;U-lf Ti^1.^L^Hatt. rickets are f5.00 ".; ;;y #;,;,;"d',.;1ff?""p:#"#:i#ffi'?members of the

to spend the evening. way

COFFEE MORNING SATURDAY 21 OCTOBER

/ v,,s,ev Lv srrLErrqilr us. LUilte dno Joln In asyr":]:::1t:3::^1 with sood food, amusins enteftainment and riverv rerrowsrrip; a sreat way

celia. williams, 'Kintyre', Breadon Road. iome arong uno enloy u-cup of coffee and have agood natter. Many thanks to Celia and peter for providing u u"nr", 
- I

AUCTION OF PROMISES
An event for all the villaqe.

CAR BOOT SALE

SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER
Please see further details elsewhere in this publication.

SATURDAY 18 NOVEMBERA car Boot sale with a difference. To find out more come arong to the church Room and carpark on Saturday 18 November and discover what's on off;r: 'p;;'ps 
some earry christmasshopping? Refreshments wiil be avairabre. put the date in your oiirv iow.

BEETLE DRIVE 
SATURDAY 2 NOVEMBERAnother chance to enjoy a 'Beetle Drive'. with the approach of winter and darker nights thisafternoon event gives the opportunity to meet with friends and enjoy a noisy afternoonenteftainment' As before tickets at f2.00 will include a drink and cake. There will also be araffle,

PUNCH AND PIE PARTY TUESDAY 19 DECEMBERMr and Mrs Frost of Purn House Farm have kindly offered to host ttris poputar event. If youhave been to one before you know what to expect; if you haven,t then come arong and find

3,lj;,lt 
sure you won't be disappointedl Many thanks to Mr and Mrs Frost for hosting this

Finally, although it,s very early, may I tak eryone every blessing atChristmas, and to thank all who have he the year to support theFriends of Bleadon Church, in their efforts

H 
*Jiilietails concerning any of the events mentioned above contact Barbara Harrree,

IIy,:T:iytarreadv r. #:XllTiltJT"*tfir1ilennium, seat which has nowbeen installed under the trees outside the front door (the south 
"r,trance) 

of thechurch' This has been one of the pcc's projects for this year and. has beenachieved through the very kind donation from someone who wishes to remainanonymous. This will be an asset to both churchgoer. 
"r,a.,riiiugers 

alike and wilrbe a good place to sit.quietry in_ contemplation-or for a resl Lefore journeyingonward' Thanks also to those invorved in itl instalJon (";;; p;y"icar job).



WALKING NOTES
No[ only are there some glorious wa]ks to be had in our ovrm neck of the woods,
bul for those of you who would like a change, not far away a-re some other good
'rambles'.

Yatton. A[ Yatton
Forest Gateway Site.

The 'Strawberry Line', as it was affectionately known,
transported the early strawberries from Cheddar to the rest
of Britain and today the walk towards the route of the old
railway for 1l km (almost 7 miles in old money!), via
Axbridge, Winscombe, Sandford, Congresbury and on to
there is a nature reserve recently opened as a community

A free leaflet has been produced in conjunction with the Cheddar Valley
Railway Walk Society and the Yatton and congresbury Wildlife Action Group;
this is available from libraries and information centres.

'fhere is also a new
the Gordano Valley.
Council and various

booklet featuring a series of fully illustrated walks around
This is priced at f3.99 + J1.00 from North Somerset

bookshops, as well as local libraries.

FORGET our lovely Hellenge andBut DON'T
South Hills,
evening strolls

will youP
with or

Still good for summer
without a dog!

WALKING FOR CHARITY
A team of walkers from the Queen's once again raised the most cash for
Weston Hospicecare when taking part in the'Mercury Mendip Challenge'.

The annual walk along the Mendip Way every June is a top fund raiser for
this well loved local charity, So far the sum raised by the locals is in
excess of f4000 with still some to come. Great stuff!

Well done the team.
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FORTH CO M I NG EVE NTS IN TH F CO NOrINrIOr.r TTALLS

Monday 11 September
Friday 15 September
Saturday 16 September
Saturday 16 September
Saturday 7 October
Monday 9 October
Saturday 28 October
Saturday 4 November
Monday 13 November
Saturday 18 November

Saturday 9 December
Sunday 10 December
Monday 11 December
Sunday 31 December

Please make a note in your diary!
7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting
7.30 pm 'An Ideal Husband, (Olcar Wilde) -gJg3don players
2.00 pm 'An ldeal Husband, (Oscar Wildej -Bleadon players
7.30 pm 'An ldeal Husband,(Oscar Wildej -Bleadon players
7.30 pm Haruest Supper-Chu rch Friendi
7,30 pm Parish Council Meetinq
7.30 pm Promise Auction-Chtlc h Friends
7.30 pm Barn Dance- Contactus
7.30 pm Parish Council Meetino

10.30 am Coffee Mornin g*f rieidsnip Ctun
7.30 pm Quiz in aid of CLIC-pat Dain

10.00 am Christmas Fayre*Hatt Management *
j.99 pt Christingle Children's parg--61rur"h Friends
7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting

New year patv

x Coffee and hot mince pies at this popular annual event.
Various stalls, bring and buy, seasonal music and raffle.

The missino table has now been found and returned - many thanks.

ELECTRICIAN
Steve Insley

WSM 812709 OFFICE
07971 413603 MOBTLE No

O(
No Quotation Charge

No CalI Out Charge

No Job Too Small

Obligation - No VAT

TIOUSEI{OLD ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION WORK
* security Lights - Extra Sockets - shower units - Telephone Extensions *

* New Fittings - Fuse Boards - Door Belrs - Fault Finding.. Etc .. Etc. *



SCOUTS: CAAIlPTNG IN CHRISTCHURCH

We hod on excellznt summer comp with good weother in

Christchurch. Twelve Scouts went qnd oll took port in every

activity even though somewere o litf le opprehensive to stort.

We spent o lovely doy of o woter parkwhere we spent the morning woter skiing.

Af'ter lunch we oll hod o go of 6eing towed by the speed boot on a large

inf lctoble banana ond then lorge inflotoble tyres colled donuts which skim the

wofer ot obout 30 miles per houn. All great fun, but Iender to bocksides,

especially os the previous doy we hod been mountoin biking through the New

Forest!

Tower Pork wos onother greot success. 'Sploshdown' wos o water slide pork

with obout ten different slides vorying from short fo long ond fost.

The Scouts, olong with myself ond Penny, spent two

hours one lovely evening conoeing. We leornt how to
monoeuvre the conoe forwords, bockwqrds, sidewoys,

left, right ond leornt emergency stops. f must odmit I
hod never thought of a conoeist hoving to do on

emergency stop before! We then hod to copsize ond

afler a short test on theory cnd hypothermio we oll

9ot our elementary conoeist bodge ond Closs One

Conoeist certif icote,

f would like to thonk Penny for oll her help (ond greot cooking) plus her greot

giff of being so colm obout everything. She mode iI a very enjoyoble comp for
oll of us. My thonks olso to oll you Scouts. You were greot ond o pleosure to be

with ond toke out to ploces. Well donel

Tf there ore any people who like comping, obseiling, archery,

canoeing ond joining in with others, or would like to have o go

of these qctivities, we are obout to stort our new term on 15

Seplember. Scouts hove to bebetween 11 ond 15 yeors old.

10
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GOOD NEWS ABOUT YOUNG VIEWS

our new term started on 7 September and I am sure it wifl contain au the
ingredients to keep the pack busy untir the christmas horidays. Trains _+
are the theme for September. We are building our own train layout
ard model trains to go on it, so we are sure the Cubs will be up to
their eyes in glue, paint and good ideas. The month ends wich a visit
to the Great Train Experience in Weston.

Remembrance Sunday is 12 November. lt is so nice to see the young people at Church respecting
those who gave their lives for us. Sometimes we look .t youn! p.opi. 

"no 
think they are all the

same, but when I look at our Scouts in the village I feel very piouo L be part ofthem. They are
different, they do have values and they do have respect. It is built into their Law and promise.

I held a barn dance in the hatl on 18 August and asked the Scouts to help out. They came and
worked all evening' collecting glasses and washing up. Fair play to them, they took a lot of the
hard work away so I could enjoy the night (it was my retirement party). Bob and Mrs Henley took
charge of the bar for me. I am very grateful for his experience and, most of all, his time. The smallprofit that it made went to the Scouts and a new flag for the Cubs. Thanks, too, to Harry and his
band. What a great night!

Steve Rhodes

From teapots to treasure trails:
BLEADON FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The.club reopene.d on Friday B september in the coronation Hall and a very varied programme
has been arranged for the season. included are:-

" llln"l,,u"o
please Be punctual 

t 
trc Bo*ring 

s

These items are dispersed with afternoons of Bingo, Beetre and Music.

The Harvest Meeting will be. held on Friday r3 october with a short service conducted by Rev,dParkinson, followed-by an Auction of proiuc"e. rtr" proc".Js ;ii il;;" to the MacMillan
Nurses Fund.

The-re is to be an outing for christmas shopping on Thursday 9 November and acoffee Morning in the c6ronation Ha[ at io.!'o-arir on saturduy ,s wou".f"..
The season will end with a Christmas lunch on Friday 15 Deci:mber.

Come along any Friday at 2.oo pm and jili in
M WCullen

l1



A LIST OF ORGANISATIONS

2.00 pm - 5.00 Pm

7.30 pm (1$ in month)

7.30 pm (2nd in month)

Bleadon Bridge Club

British Sugarcraft Guild (W-S-M)

Parish Council

MrDGardner@erzo+t

Mrs E Lambeft

Eorzze 786596

10.00 am - 12 noon (2nd in month)

2.00 pm - 4.00 pm (1tt, 3'd, 4h in month)

2.00 pm - 4.00 Pm (2no in month)

5.30 pm - 7.00 Pm

7.30 pm (1n,2'0,4s, 5s in month)

7.30 pm (3'd in month MaY/October)

Bleadon Short Mat Bowling Club

Bleadon Short Mat Bowling Club

Bleadon Ladies GrouP

Brownies

Bleadon PhotograPhic GrouP

Bleadon Hofticultural Society

MrJWardEIatzrso

MrJWard6lerzrfo

MrsBPughElet+roz

MrsGTaylorE| etz+zs

MrCCudlippE} eLrrsz

10.00 am - 12 noon
(2nd and 4th in month)

10.00 am - 12 noon
(1n, 3'd, 5s in month)

5.30 pm - 6.30 Pm

Infant Welfare Clinic &
Toddler Group

Toddler Group

Bleadon Beaversxx

Health Visitor at the Clinic

MrsJWalford6l errzre

Paul Morris El zstoes

Jane steel El ozsgor

BLEADON CHURCH - PARISH MAGAZINE

News, views, reports,

times of and information about

Services and sPecial events'

To get your coPY, Phone

Pete Williams on 812020.

Also obtainable from Bleadon Post Office
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WHICH REGULARLY USE THE HALLS

2.00 pm - 4.00 pm September - June

6.00 pm - 7.30 pm

8.00 pm 1s and 4th in month
September - June

Watercolour Painting
(Experienced)

Bleadon Cubs**

Bleadon Folk Dancing Club

Mrs K Panes
W-S-M Tech College

E +rr+rr

2.00 pm - 4,00 pm

7.00 pm September - May

7.30 pm

SUNDAY

Friendship Club

Shoft Mat Bowling Club

Bleadon Scouts**

MrsJThorneE sf+ooz

MrJDiment @ etzztl

MrJWardE srzt:o

3.00 pm - 5.00 pm September - May Short Mat Bowling Club

** in the New Holl

MrJWardB srzr:o

The Holl is ovoiloble for hire to ony privote individuol or orgqnisofion
Enquiries to Mrs J Jones @812370

BRIDGE GARAGE
(Prop: Peter Briffitt)

BLEADON VILLAGE

AT YOUR SERVICE

TELEPHONE: 01934 - 812206

13



AUCTION oF PROMISES 28 ocrober at rhe coronation Hall
Do you need ... Would you like .,.

abahy sittar a d.ay out at Winchester, Street or Cardif f
a tr omp e l' o eil p ainting
(we have one in rhe villagehall)
amealout

bread,wine, champagne

ahaircut (man's)

chiropody treatment

home help

Christma.s ideas and goodies

t'inancial advice

gard,eningdone

room decorated

helpwithapartY meal

o r gan Ie s s o ns / demo n str dtio n s

to yisit the Houses of P arliament

ahelicopter ride

to see Q, Somerset CountJ Crichet Club four da1 match

to see Bristol Rovers play aleague match *

atour of Wells Cathedral

a ride in avintage car

a shortholiday breah inthe LaheDistrict
other holiday ac commo datio n

a paintingby one ot' your local artists/Handicrat't ideas

a v isit to W o ohq Hole, S S Gr eat Br itain, Br is tol Zoo

or Dunster Castle

apastelportrait

transport t0 an airport, ahospital or [or shopping

All these and rnany more_are available for auction; we have approximarely 100 promises to auction during the
evening. Catalogues available from Graham {s Leoni Rogers ar 18 Bleadon Mil; E 8lI57I. Enrry by cacal-ogue
12.50 to include a ploughman's supper and glass of wine. There is a bar. View from 600-pm. Auction
commences at 7.00 pm. Come join the fun and benefir from what is on offer.
(* SureJ.y more of a rhreac rhan a prornisel . Ed. (BCFC season ticket holder))

BLEADON BABY AND TODDLER 6ROUP
RAIN STOPS PLAY

Usualfy our Summer outings ore orgonised with the ufmost precision, but this yeor, for vorious redsons,
lhere were no volunteers ond thus our outing remoined totolly unplonned.

The doy wos soved by o suggestion thot we oll sirnply spend the doy together ot the beoch, ond ot the
time,inmidJune,weweresurefhatoscorchingsumnerloyoheodof us. Thesuggestion
thot we odjourn fo Kidscove in cose of bod weother wos rnode lighfly. With hindsight our
big mistoke wos not defining 'bod weother'and our bi9 nisfortune wos that on the doy the
weoJher wos neither good nor bod. It wos windy, but not roining, olthough it looked like it= might ond moybe it wos too cold for the beoch? fn the end obout thirteen of us turneo

up of Kidscove and obout ren wen! to the beoch. The former group, of leost, had o wonderful morning.
The noin benefit wos thot the children knew mony odults on fhe fromes ond were lherefore confident
fo run qbout freely ond explore. For the odults, it meont we could toke turns to sit ond rest; soft ploy
con be hord workl

WehavestortedupofterourSurnherbreokondotourfirstsessionitwasqood loseeeochofherogoin
ondtowelcomeafewnewfoces. If youhoven'f corneolongyetmoke.u""youdo. youondyourchildren
will be rnode welcomel

t4



MORE BLEADON REMEMBERED
Stan Nipper was born in Bleadon in 1923, and, apaft from when he served in the Royal Navy,
has lived here all his life. These are the reminiscences of a true 'villager', in his own words,

I was born in Hillside House, opposite the Queen's in L923, and went to the local school in
Shiplate Road until I was 14 years old. If I misbehaved or did not pay attention I was sent
outside, whereupon I just went home! The same rules applied to Chapel, situated just up the
road from the school,

On Saturdays the local lads and I would take our wooden trucks to the top of Celtic Way and,
sitting on them, would come down at a great rate. No fear of the traffic then that now gives us,
the elderly residents, such concern.

We were also able, without parental consent or knowledge, to buy five Woodbine cigarettes for
twopence and a box of matches for a penny, and taking a few large potatoes we would go up
onto Hellenge Hill, light a fire, bake the spuds, smoke the Woodbines and then be sickl Not
much sympathy there!

We enjoyed our childhood days. There was no really bad behaviour, just mischief, like knocking
on doors and running off! It was a shame when the old Rectory was knocked down, as that
door was a pafticular favourite! Certainly there were no drugs to worry about, only the cigs!

In the Old Village Hall there were whist drives and dances on Saturday nights, all for 2sl6d. The
elderly played cards whilst some of the tables were pushed back for the young to dance; the
Palais Glide, St Bernard Waltz, Military Two Step and, of course, the usual quick-step, waltz and
foxtrot, Real dancing - none of your disco, standing on the spot, head-banging, wiggling hips
and whatever else!

In August there were the Harvest home celebrations, held in the corner ground opposite the old
'Victoria Inn'(kept by the two Miss Paynes). In those days cider was 2p and beer 1p a pint! My
late father told us of one man (who shall remain nameless as his family are still around), who
walked straight from the 'Vic' into the rain-filled ditch opposite, he was so drunk! Luckily, mates
were there to pull him out.

I remember also the 'big bus'that went from Weston to Glastonbury several times a day in the
50's and 50's. It came through Bleadon round the corner by the Queen's into Shiplate road
without damaging the walls. How times have changed.

There are many more houses now, and lots of people but I have found that the attitudes of the
village folk have changed little over the years. They are still welcoming and helpful, and
Bleadon is still a good place in which to live. I should know, having lived here almost all my life.

Stan Nipper

If anyone e/se has memonbs of B/eadon between the War orlUst after, p/ease /et us know.
We w// happr/y put them n the tVews/ - Ed.

l5



MENtr't;r VALE Established 19BB

LANDSGAPES
Fencing Tree Care
Garden Design Tree Removal
Hard Landscaping Site Clearance
Fully Qualified Tree Surgeon

Jon Kingcott 01934 S1.4665 Mobite 07767 250215

WE AIM TO PUBLISH THIS MAGAZINE
FOUR TI^,IES A yEAR

IN MARCH, JUNE, SEPTEMBER AND DECEMBER
However, ony dote-sensitive moteriol should be sent

to the editors for inclusion well in qdvonce
os we cqnnof guaranlee a definite publicof ion dote.

The deodline for the next issue is Fridoy 1 Decemb er zooo.

For cll your typing qnd recretqriql needr including:
Letterr cvr Men's Boohletr Dotq Entry

Don't delay! contact 01458 850657 24 hour answer phone
Or e-mail enquiries@adminworld.co.uk



THE POSTMASTER'S FARE\MELL
(or thirteen years behind the Counter)

Al every day drama of village life in 4750 Acts (How manyp)
There are no scene changes, only two main characters, but many supporting roles.

In 1987 it took Glenise and I about six months to buy our business in Bleaclon, but it has taken
sixteen months to sell it and at one point we despaired of finding anyone to take it on as a going
concern' the gloomy publicity about the future of Post Offices not helping one bit. Then famine
turned to feast, we found ourselves with three prosepctive buyers and the first couple past the
post' so to speak, was Ian and I-eslie Sarginson, so they have become our successors in Bleadon
Post Oflice and General Stores. I have frnally retired, the village Post OIfice is saved, and we all
live happily every after - dv.

The thirteen intervening years have taught me conclusively that a village shop means different
things to different people; it can be a matter of complete indifference to some, simply not having
a place in their lives (misguided though that may be). Another group would greatly miss the
convenience of beirg able to 'pop in' to buy a stamp, uewspaper or occasional grocery item,
without it occurring to them that the shop sells other goods. \Mhy should it when tfieir usua]
needs are met by the likes of Tesco, Asda etcP

Forhrnately, there is a third group ofvillagers
provide them with not only the goods they
wrth that vital human contact. A short chat
from someone who knows them by name
to a community, that indefinable something
supermarket. These then, are the folk who
an inestimable amount of goodwill and
for all of which we are very grateful. They
the continuation of the business to the
yes, even to the first group.

who depend on their small shop to
need on a regular basis, but also
over the counter, a friendly word
and a definite feeling of belonging
that just isn't there in a large
have provrded us with a living and
fnendship over these many years
are also the ones who have ensured
benefit of lhe whole community,

Addresses in Bleadon are notoriously hard to find, so for the florist delivering a bouquet, or the
repair man Iooking for a broken down washing machine, or the nurse trying to locate a patient all
may at some time or other turn to the village shop for directions. Not just a shop then, but an
information centre, too,

We wish lan and Irslie every success in their new venture, We shall be doing all we can to help
and we hope that the rest of the village will do their bit, too, While the Walmarts of this world
are hell bent on wiping out the opposition, and the Government intent upon pushing pension and
benefit payments into bank accounts, they wrll need every ounce of support they can get! So get
along to the Post Offrce Stores, You never know how much a shop like this would be missed if it
were not there, as it still represents the 'heart' of our village.

ks Masters
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NEW FACES AND HELPING HANDS
CONTACTUS

Since our
by one or i#fli'g:',j'r:rJ,#li:;
our nexr p f more fund_raising to pay
for some from outside the 

-Wesron

area - and rties themselves.

At this point we wish to express our thanks to the Parish Council for their recent kind grant of fSO
towards our funds. Our Treasurer, Brian Drinkwater, can now express his balance sheet
confidently in pounds rather that in baser coinage! Seriously though, we do need to raise about
f200 to enable all our activities to progress comfc rtably,

To the above end we are planning to hold a Barn Dance in the Coronation Hall on Saturday +
November from 7.30 pm until about 11.30 pm. Please book this date in your diaries and come
along to suppoft us' The cost of tickets will be somewhere between f3 and f4 depending on
whether we finally decide to provide buffet refreshments ourselves or to ask people to contri-bute
food items to an American Supper. There will be a bar and a raffle. Fufther details and ticket
availability will be posted about the village nearer the time.

Occasionally we hear about folk who have been living in the village for some time without having
been personally welcomed by us. If this happens to be your car" it is because we ourselves have
neither spotted or been advised of the change of occupancy in your house. Do, please, contact
us and we shall be very pleased to come and meet you!

We are most grateful to the several people who advise us regularly about movements in and out
of the village as soon as they are aware of them; but we would appreciate this kind of help from
many of you, especially in the areas that are well out of sight of through trafflc.

Although the wecoming of incomers'seems to be our main activity at this present time our brief
does. include the giving of such help and advice as lies within our iompetence when the relevant
need cannot be met by Social or Medical Seruices.

we append below the names and addresses of our committee members for your convenience if
you should wish to contact us.

PHILIP & MARY AsHlEy(Jointsecretaries) "Leysdown", Birch Avenue E anool
BRIAN (Treasurer) & PATRICIA DRINKWATER "Appleton", 5 Fern Lea B 813636
JACK SOMERFIELD 3 Chestnut Lane, Bleadon I etZZeO
ANNE BOX 1 Whitegate ctose g atzzss
BARBAM & STAN PUGH ..Litfledown", 

Birch Avenue g AMZOZ
REV',D DAVID PARKINSON (Recto) Rectory, coronation Road g 812297
REYN BADGER (CatermgAduisor) Forge Cottage, Mulberry Lane g eff+SO
HARRY BEEBY (a/eadon Ht//) 20 Southridge Heights E 813154
BEN HAR.RIS (B/eadon Hi//) "Woodcote", Wentwood Drive g gtZZe4
JOHN TOMLINSON (Clnrman B/eadon Hr//) 27 Burnham Drive g 812436
PENNY SKELLEY Mendip Croft, Celtic Way E 815331
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rHE BE'I N|GHT OUT IN BTEADON
BTEADON FOIK DANCE CIUB

Our Autumn Donce sedson commenced on 7 September ofter o breoh in luly ond August. I
feor thqt our numbers moy be rqther low to stqrt with oi some of our members ore quite
seriousfy rll - despite the heolthy exercise provided by doncing ond, most ossuredly, not
becquse of it. This situqtion more thon ever prompts us to seeh new members who con be
qssured of the'wqrmest possible welcome.

Our meetings tohe ploce in the Coronqtion Holl of 8.oo pm on the l't ond dh Thursdoys of
eqch month. Vou need not to hove hod ony previous experience of folh doncing to come
ond join ut - some of our bgst disploy dqncers stq*ed with us os complete novices; nor do
you need to come with o portner for even if the totol number present is odd thot meqns
thot only one person moy hove to sit out just one donce.

The otmosphere during our doncing sessions is totolly reloxed. No-one is pressured into
doing ony porticulor donce if they do not feel up to it ond when mistohes qre mode - os
they very frequently qre - we lough of ourselves, never of others. Our doncing is for fun
ond olthough we tohe seriously our qim to continue ond enhqnce the rich trqdition of
English donce, we do not see ourselves os being in the leost ,,stuffl/" obout it.

We hope we hqve exploded oll the porible excuser you moy houe been tempted to mohe
for not coming to join us, so pleose, on r't qnd 4th Thursdoys, come orong ond ioin usl

John Tomlinson

ERIC WITKINSON
It is with glreat sadness that I have to report the death of one of Bleadon's best known and
well'loved inhabitants. Eric and his family Gameto live in the Bleadon area in 1g64 and he
and Joy moved to the villa{e itself in 1984.

Eric served in the War and then followed an academic career as a teacher, finally moving to
Weston in 1960 where he was in charge of General Studies at the College until his retireilent
in 1983. He was also a keen local politioian, servin€ as a Councillor for Weston on Avon
County Council, as a Governor of Broadoak School, a suppofter of the Scout movement and a
prime mover in the development of the Bleadon Hill Football Club. He was also a Mason and
last, but not least, serued on Bleadon Parish Council where his experience ol local matters
was invaluable.

He retired from duties on the Parish Council and the Coronation Hall Committee at the last
election when failing health meant that he was no longer able to attend meetings.

Eric will be remembered as a kind, generous and thoughtful man who served the Communitv
to his utmost

His widow, Joy, and the family would like to thank all the many friends in Bleadon whose
support and sympathy have been such a great comfort at this time of sorrow.

Penny Robinson, on behalf of Bleadon parish Council
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Buying, Selling & Professional Advice
on all property matters

Chartered Valuation Surveyors
Auctioneers
Estate Agents

Next Town Hall
Weston-super-Mare BS23 1Up
Fax: (01934) 621519

THE QUEEN'SARMS
Anita and Chris

welcome you to our traditional Viilage pub

In a warm and friendly atmosphere,
relax and enjoy real ales from the cask,
a good selection of wines and excellent

food from our menus

-Skittle Alley -

TellFax: 01934 812080

or visit our website at www.queensarms.co.uk
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NEW FACES AT THE POST OFFICE
we, Leslie and Ian sarginson, are pleased to have the opportunity to introduce
ourselves to the village. It is now a little over one month since we took over the
Bleadon Post Office and General Stores, on the retirement of Glenise and Les
Masters. Already we feel we have made an ever-widening circle of friendly and
supportive contacts arnong you all. There is no doubt that Bleadon is
demonstrating a real spirit of friendship; we look forward to a happy
time among you.

A little about ourselves:
Ian has taken over as subpostmaster after having spent most of his
working life as a teacher, for the last seventeen years as Director of
Drama at Sidcot School in Winscombe. There are some families in
and around Bleadon who may know him in that capacity.

Leslie will be continuing her own career as a Community Nurse attached to a busy
medical practice in Weston. However, she will be fully involved with the activities of
the shop and Post Office whenever her duties permit.

We are both well aware of the sterling service that Glenise and Les have given to the
village over the last thirteen years and we look fonruard to continuing and developing
the role of the Post office and shop within the village community. we would very
much welcome your ideas in this respect. please let us know if there are any
additional services or products you would like us to consider. We cannot, of course,
promise to accommodate every request - but we would very much like to know what
you would like from your village shop.

We look forward to getting to know you all even better, both in the shop and around
the village, in the weeks and months to come.
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THE POST OFFICE NEEDS YOU!!
If there is anyone out there who is interested in
working for a few hours on a Saturday morning,

Ian and Leslie would like to hear from you.

8L2200 or contact them in person at the post Office.
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C Plaslech

Windows

Tel: Bleadon 814500
Mobife: 0374 475376

ifs
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SNT,2
SOMEI<SET FASCIAS

Tel: 01934 628793 - Moblle: 0410 727595
Tel: 01 934 5101 1 7 - Mobile: 041 1 919873

FASCIA BOABDS A SOFFITS . GUTTERS & DOWNPIPES . ALL TYPES OF CLADDING
TIMBER REPLACEMENTS. ROOFING REPAIRS. FREE OUOTES

Relerences on request - Competitive Prices - Qualily Workmanship

ALL INSTALLATIONS & MATERIALS FULLY GUARANTEED

Maintenanco Free PVC wilh No VAT

IAN DANCE

Plumbing, Heating & Gas Fitting

Corgi Registered Installer

Bleadon 813686

Mark Howe
offers a Friendly, Reliable Service for

GRASS AND HEDGE CUTTING'TURF LAYING
ERECTION AND CREOSOTING OF FENCES AND GATES

PATIO, CHIPPING and PATH LAYING
TREES AND SHRUBSTRIMMED. DOMESTIC ROTAVATING

also: PATIOS AND DRIVES PRESSURE-WASHED

01934 413594
(with answerphone)

Edited by Penny Robinson (l The Veale) and Steve Miles (16 The Veale).
Published by Blcadon Parish Council, Bleadon, North Somerset

Unless otherwise stated, the opinions and comments expressed in this newsletter are those
ofthe contributor and not Bleadon Parish Council. Cover by John Hickley.

Produced byAdminWorld,801458 850657 ore-mail 'enquiries@adminworld.co.uk'.


