North Somerset Life magazine cost taxpayers more
than £800,000 in last six years

A freedom of information request revealed the council spent more than £1 million on a magazine
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Mike Bell, deputy leader of North Somerset Council, has defended the public money spent on a
local magazine
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A magazine put out by North Somerset Council cost taxpayers more than £800,000 over the
last six years.

The authority has now halved the frequency of North Somerset Life so it will arrive through
residents’ doors three times a year.

A freedom of information request revealed the publication cost the council £1.06 million
between April 1, 2014, and the year to date.

Over the same period the income was £226,407 - giving a net cost of £841,061.

Deputy council leader Mike Bell, who has responsibility for communication, said: “We are
reducing the frequency of the magazine in line with our previous budget saving proposals.

“At the same time we are complying with the central government legislation which prohibits
councils from publishing their resident newsletter more than four times a year.

“Some of the money saved will be used to offset the shortfall in budget in other service areas
over the next four years, and some of it will be reinvested in digital communication so that
we can continue to communicate regularly with the people who matter most - our
residents.”
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Not all residents want to read news and information online, the council argued

North Somerset Life was introduced in 2014 under the previous Conservative administration.
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Following the 2015 elections, then leader ClIr Nigel Ashton wrote: “We are going to continue
North Somerset Life for as long as it is needed.

“It is not a newspaper - it is an easy way for residents to keep in touch with what is going on
at their council and in their area.”

The latest edition of the magazine includes appeals for more foster parents, news, public
health warnings and events.

The most expensive year for the magazine was 2015/16, when the net cost to taxpayers was
£279,125.

The following year the income was just £13,293, down from a high of £73,470 in 2014/15.

Speaking of the coming changes, ClIr Bell said: “We recognise that not everyone has access to
computers or smartphones, and some people prefer to read updates in print, which is why
for the time-being we will continue to print three editions a year.
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streaming council meetings so that residents can watch councillors debate and take
decisions in real time.”

Changes to the frequency of the magazine will start this year. The next edition will be the
winter issue published in early November.

The council will continue to make the magazine available as an audio version and in large
print for blind and partially-sighted residents.

Want more news?

To subscribe to our daily newsletter, enter your email address into the box at the top of this
story
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To keep up to date with our latest news, follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Find our Bath Facebook page here or Somerset's can be found here

Alternatively, follow us on Twitter - @BathLive and @SomersetLive
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Tributes to mum-of-five who died in cliff fall

DORSET

Fire confirmed at Hinkley Point C after smoke cloud seen
from afar
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‘A lot of black smoke' from industrial blaze - live updates

BATH

Hero rescues family of five from fire after hearing 'cries for
help’

TAUNTON

England's Tyrone Mings' 'message' to Priti Patel on 'taking the
knee' before kick-off

ENGLAND FOOTBALL TEAM

Somerset pub could be turned into flats as it is put up for
sale

SOMERSET

D-Day for Bath Christmas Market 2021 as council to make
final decision
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Jacob Rees-Mogg says lockdown can't carry on 'just to stop
the hospitals being full'

CORONAVIRUS

Everything you need to know about the Covid treatment
breakthrough

UK & WORLD NEWS

Two further coronavirus deaths recorded in latest figures

SOMERSET NEWS

Alabama Rot warning as cocker spaniel dies after beach and
forest walks
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Man made to wait four hours for lift home after life-saving
treatment
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MENTAL HEALTH JOBS DATING

CROSSWORDS BOOK AN AD

Noa loverst visit @ TeamDoas for advice and recommendations >



InYourArea | MemorylLane | Discount Codes | Public Notices | Buy a photo | Marketplace | Contact Us |
About Us | Work for us | Advertise with Us | Competition Rules | How to Complain |
Corrections and Clarifications | Terms and Conditions | Privacy Notice | Cookie Notice | Newsletter Signup |

RSS feeds | © 2021 Local World |



