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Council tax frozen for
second year running

North Somerset Council has decided to freeze council tax
again in the year ahead to help residents during this difficult
economic time.

We already set the second lowest council tax in the South West but have
taken up the Government’s challenge of freezing council tax again to help
ease the burden on local people.

During the past year, the council has begun to deliver a four year £47.3m
savings programme. These savings are needed because of significant reductions
in funding from central government and increasing demand on services,
particularly those for vulnerable adults and children. The scale of the savings is
equivalent to the council having £1 less by 2015 for every £3 it spends.

The council remains committed to delivering quality services at an affordable
cost, but given the scale of the challenge it's inevitable that there will be
some impact on residents, communities, organisations and our own staff.

Wherever possible, the council is looking at different ways to deliver services
rather than cutting them. This approach involves working closely with local
communities, fown and parish councils and other organisations to find
alternative ways of providing services which are less reliant on council funding.

Council documents can be made available in large print,
audio, easy read and other formats. Documents on our
website can also be emailed to you as plain text files.

Help is also available for people who require council
information in languages other than English.

For more information contact: 01934 888 144
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What is council tax?

It's a local property tax levied by councils to
top up central government funding of the
local services they provide.

What does it pay for?

North Somerset Council provides more than
600 services, including education, planning,
transport, highways, social services,
libraries, leisure and recreation, recycling
and waste collection, environmental health
and trading standards among many others.

Budgeting
for the future

Budgeting is a yearround
process and balancing this
year's figures has proved
particularly difficult in a climate
of vastly reduced grants from
central government.

The money you pay also funds the police
and fire and rescue service, as well as
supporting work in your local parish or town.

Parish and town councils raise their money
primarily from a levy called a precept. We
collect the precept on behalf of town and

parish councils and pass it on to them. Current estimates indicate that

over the four year period to

Who decides how 2015 we will need to save

hilh o £47 .3m - more than we have
e ave fo pay: ever had to save in the past. In

Council tax is based on property value. the first year alone
Every property is put into a banding and (2011/2012) we have found
charged accordingly after certain other savings of more than £17million.

factors are taken into account. So, the focus for the next four

If you think your house is in an incorrect years will be on service and
council tax band, you organisational transformation —
can appeal in writing to: redesigning services so they can

Bristol Valuation Office be provided more cost

4th Floor, City Point effectively.

Temple Gate Keep reading North Somerset
Bristol BS16PL Life for regular updates about
Tel: 03000 501 501 our budget setting process.
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Where does the money go?
The table below shows how the money will be spent on services and

how that relates to the average council tax bill.

Money spent  Share of
Service £ millions Band D £

Children and Young People - including educating 24.8 189
28,000 pupils, 74 schools (including academies),

pre-school provision, children at risk, adoption

and fostering

Housing and Adult Social Services — including residential ~ 60.8 465
care, community meals, services for people with learning
difficulties, tackling homelessness and adult education

Development and Environment — including maintaining 34.4 264
683 miles of roads, collecting household waste,

recycling, parks, libraries, economic development,

public transport and environmental health

Corporate services — including registration of births, deaths  10.1 78
and marriages, legal, democratic and electoral services,
council tax collection and benefits administration

Capital financing — new buildings and refurbishment 13.4 103
e.g. schools and play areas

Special Expenses 0.1 1
Transition 1.0 8
Non-service items — included in your council tax and 0.2 1

provided by others, e.g. flood defence, magistrates courts
and Drainage Boards

Contingency 2.0 15
Contribution to Capital & Reserves 2.9 22
Net North Somerset requirement 149.7 1,146
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Proposed budget for 2012/2013

2011/2012

Net exp
£000

27,235
61,510
34,791
10,957
12,880
350

0

3,177
150,900
0

0]

700
150,200
3,393
153,593

13,507
43,696
2,278
0

500
93,612

Children and Young People

Adult Social Services and Housing
Development and Environment
Corporate Services

Capital financing

Special expenses

Transition

Non-service items

Gross Expenditure

Contingency

Contribution to Capital & Reserves
Use of Reserves

North Somerset Requirement
Parish Precepts

Budget Requirement

To be funded by:

Revenue Support Grant
National Non Domestic Rates
Council Tax Freeze Grant

New Homes Bonus

Net Collection Fund Adjustment

Council Tax Requirement

Gross exp
£000

167,057
82,260
47,159

102,339
15,768

121
1,000
569
416,273
1,978
2,910

0
421,161
3,679
424,840

0]
0]
0]
0
0

424,862

2012/2013

Income
£000

142,320
21,478
12,726
92,212

2,342

0

0

387
271,465
0

0

0
271,465
0
271,465

1,038
53,565
2,267
2,074
250
330,659

Net exp
£000

24,737
60,782
34,433
10,127
13,426
121
1,000
182
144,808
1,978
2,910
0
149,696
3,679
153,375

1,038
53,565
2,267
2,074
250
94,181

The Collection Fund adjustment is the difference between the amount the council expects
to raise from the council tax and the amount which is actually collected.

The above table shows a reduction in special expenses, which reflects the decision of
Nailsea Town Council and Weston-super-Mare Town Council to include the cost of
special expenses within their town precept. The effect of this decision has no impact on
the overall tax bill received by residents in these areas.
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Council tax summary 2012/2013

The information below shows the amount needed to fund public services in
North Somerset — not just those of the council but also the police, fire and
rescue service, and parish and town councils.

2011/2012 2012/2013
£000  £000 £000  £000
150.900 Nort.h Somerset Council 149 696
requirement
3,393 Parish and town council precepts 3,679
154,293 Nort!l Somerset's Budget 153,375
requirement /ess:
(43,696) con"rribu’rion from national (53,565)
business rate pool
(13,507) Government Grant (1,039
(2,278) Council Tax Freeze Grant (2,267)
New Homes Bonus (2,074)
(500) Collection Fund Balance (250)
(700) Use of reserves 0
(60,681 (59,195)
93,612 North Somerset's precept 94,181
13,172 Avon qnd Somerset Police 13,247
Authority precept
4,733 Avon Fire Authority precept 4,949
111,517 112,377
The average Band D council tax for North Somerset 2012/2013 will be:
2011/2012 2012/2013
£ £
168.03 Avon and Somerset Police Authority 168.03
60.38 Avon Fire Authority 62.77
1,150.87 North Somerset Council 1,147.93
43.28 Average parish/town council 46.67
1,422.56 1,425.40
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Parish and town councils

Five parish and town councils in North Somerset raise more than
£140,000 each through council tax contributions.

Local council

Clevedon Town
Council

Nailsea Town
Council

Portishead Town
Council

Weston-super-Mare
Town Council

Yatton Parish
Council

2011/2012

74,234
20,000
141,627
(69,671)
166,190

102,692
27,850
261,720
7,500
399,762

156,565
6,000
135,550
26,000
324,115

204,979
70,000
41,211

860,044

1,176,234

54,479

10,800
158,860
(46,860)
177,279

How much needed

Recreation

Highways

Other
Contingency/Balances

Recreation

Highways

Other
Contingency/Balances

Recreation

Highways

Other
Contingency/Balances

Recreation

Highways

Other
Contingency/Balances

Recreation

Highways

Other
Contingency/Balances

2012/2013

67,540
25,450
137,079
(55,331)
174,738

113,641
57,500
255,620
17,500
444,261

181,442
3,000
126,078
6,000
316,520

357,425
70,000
42,241

894,002

1,363,668

36,653

800
158,830
(11,004)
185,279
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How much will you pay?

Local council 2012/2013 2011/2012 Parish Band A

precept precept  precept £

£ £ amount for
Band D

Abbots Leigh 21,000 21,000 49.48 951.13
Backwell 115,460 105,265 58.81 957.35
Banwell 58,010 57,805 52.51 953.15
Barrow Gurney 7,000 8,500 43.56 947.18
Blagdon 32,000 32,000 60.94 958.77
Bleadon 40,000 37,500 74.69 967.93
Brockley 2,800 2,340 22.24 932.97
Burrington 3,000 3,000 11.76 925.98
Butcombe 1,450 1,450 13.37 927.05
Churchill 56,500 55,000 61.74 959.30
Clapton-in-Gordano 2,500 3,000 13.83 927.36
Cleeve 12,524 12,400 33.08 940.19
Clevedon 174,738 166,190 21.78 938.65
Congresbury 103,950 99,000 73.62 967.22
Dundry 9,000 7,000 22.88 933.39
Flax Bourton 23,000 23,000 65.01 961.48
Hutton 61,170 61,170 53.94 954.10
Kenn 5,000 5,000 31.76 939.31
Kewstoke 38,500 38,500 60.51 958.48
Kingston Seymour 8,900 8,300 49.55 951.17
Locking 57,000 50,500 55.99 955.47
Long Ashton 137,477 133,475 52.38 953.06
Loxton & Christon 3,000 3,600 31.53 939.16
Nailsea 444,261 399,762 70.04 964.83
Pill & Easton-in-Gordano 92,828 88,408 50.59 951.87
Portishead 316,520 324,115 31.89 942.68
Portbury 17,540 14,141 44.90 948.07
Puxton 5,000 5,000 36.88 942.73
St. Georges 17,478 17,332 15.00 928.14
Tickenham 6,666 6,666 14.53 927.83
Walton-in-Gordano 2,485 3,100 21.48 932.46
Weston-in-Gordano 3,500 3,750 23.50 933.81
Weston-super-Mare 1,363,668 1,176,234 50.57 951.85
Wick St. Lawrence 6,000 6,000 10.71 925.28
Winford 20,000 20,000 20.29 931.67
Winscombe & Sandford 110,000 105,000 55.91 955.41
Wraxall & Failand 33,400 31,800 29.20 937.61
Wrington 80,860 79,352 65.94 962.10
Yatton 185,279 177,279 66.91 962.75
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Band B Band C Band D Band E Band F Band G Band H

£ £ £ £ £ £ £
1,109.63 1,268.16 1,426.68 1,743.73 2,060.76 2,377.81 2,853.36
1,116.89 1,276.46 1,436.01 1,755.13 2,074.24 2,393.36 2,872.02
1,111.99 1,270.86 1,429.71 1,747.43 2,065.14 2,382.86 2,859.42
1,105.03 1,262.90 1,420.76 1,736.49 2,052.21 2,367.94 2,841.52
1,118.55 1,278.35 1,438.14 1,757.73 2,077.31 2,396.91 2,876.28
1,129.24 1,290.57 1,451.89 1,774.54 2,097.18 2,419.82 2,903.78
1,088.45 1,243.95 1,399.44 1,710.43 2,021.41 2,332.41 2,798.88
1,080.30 1,234.63 1,388.96 1,697.62 2,006.28 2,314.94 2,777.92
1,081.55 1,236.06 1,390.57 1,699.59 2,008.60 2,317.62 2,781.14
1,119.17 1,279.06 1,438.94 1,758.71 2,078.47 2,398.24 2,877.88
1,081.91 1,236.47 1,391.03 1,700.15 2,009.27 2,318.39 2,782.06
1,096.88 1,253.58 1,410.28 1,723.68 2,037.07 2,350.47 2,820.56
1,095.07 1,251.52 1,407.96 1,720.85 2,033.72 2,346.61 2,815.92
1,128.41 1,289.62 1,450.82 1,773.23 2,095.63 2,418.04 2,901.64
1,088.95 1,244.52 1,400.08 1,711.21 2,022.34 2,333.47 2,800.16
1,121.71 1,281.97 1,442.21 1,762.71 2,083.19 2,403.69 2,884.42
1,113.10 1,272.13 1,431.14 1,749.18 2,067.20 2,385.24 2,862.28
1,095.85 1,252.41 1,408.96 1,722.07 2,035.17 2,348.27 2,817.92
1,118.21 1,277.97 1,437.71 1,757.21 2,076.69 2,396.19 2,875.42
1,109.69 1,268.22 1,426.75 1,743.81 2,060.86 2,377.92 2,853.50
1,114.70 1,273.95 1,433.19 1,751.68 2,070.16 2,388.66 2,866.38
1,111.89 1,270.74 1,429.58 1,747.27 2,064.95 2,382.64 2,859.16
1,095.67 1,252.21 1,408.73 1,721.79 2,034.83 2,347.89 2,817.46
1,125.63 1,286.44 1,447.24 1,768.85 2,090.46 2,412.07 2,894.48
1,110.50 1,269.15 1,427.79 1,745.08 2,062.36 2,379.66 2,855.58
1,099.78 1,256.90 1,414.01 1,728.24 2,042.46 2,356.69 2,828.02
1,106.07 1,264.09 1,422.10 1,738.13 2,054.15 2,370.17 2,844.20
1,099.83 1,256.96 1,414.08 1,728.33 2,042.56 2,356.81 2,828.16
1,082.82 1,237.51 1,392.20 1,701.58 2,010.96 2,320.34 2,784.40
1,082.45 1,237.10 1,391.73 1,701.01 2,010.28 2,319.56 2,783.46
1,087.86 1,243.27 1,398.68 1,709.50 2,020.32 2,331.14 2,797.36
1,089.43 1,245.07 1,400.70 1,711.97 2,023.23 2,334.51 2,801.40
1,110.48 1,269.13 1,427.77 1,745.06 2,062.34 2,379.62 2,855.54
1,079.48 1,233.70 1,387.91 1,696.34 2,004.76 2,313.19 2,775.82
1,086.93 1,242.22 1,397.49 1,708.05 2,018.60 2,329.16 2,794.98
1,114.64 1,273.88 1,433.11 1,751.58 2,070.05 2,388.52 2,866.22
1,093.86 1,250.14 1,406.40 1,718.94 2,031.47 2,344.01 2,812.80
1,122.44 1,282.79 1,443.14 1,763.84 2,084.54 2,405.24 2,886.28
1,123.19 1,283.66 1,444.11 1,765.03 2,085.94 2,406.86 2,888.22
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Spending plans 2012/13
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How are the police performing..,
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Listening to you
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HLYON

FIRE AUTTHNONRNT

fwan Fire & Rescue Senvice (AFARS)
protectsthe communities of Bath and
Morth East Somarsoel, Bristol, Norlh

Somearsel and South Glousestarshire

Covering an area of 124,753
hoctares and a population of over
ona million, we are commitiad o
ansunnag A saler place for paopa o
v, woark and visit,

Your fire and rescue senvice is
pravided by Avon Fire Authority
(AFA), whish s made up by
cowncillons from tha four unitary
areas. This yvesr AFA faces intense
pressures on its bidge: and for the
firsl time in two years Members Look
the difficull dacisior to Increase the
amount of money we ask from you.

To an average household the
Increass is £2.3% a year-or 20p a
month, however the exira revenue
will ansure we can continue to
provide vou with 223 fire stations and
a first class emamency sarvice.

:-t: F gng Eﬁ@s:u )

i =

Working smoke

alarms save lives

PRODING ALNON FIRE B RESCUE SERLNCE

Your fire and
rescue service

You can also do your bit 1o kesp safe
in your nome, The best way yvou can
ook after ioved ones iz to make sure
you have a smoke alarm and that
o Lest | is warking on a regular
hasis

For more information about Avon
Fire & Rescue Service, Avon Fire
Authority or fire safety visit
www.avonfire.gov.uk

Where does each
pound go?

Running
costs 26p
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Help with your bill

Council tax benefit

If you are on a low income and currently pay council tax the chances are
you will be eligible for council tax benefit. Even if you receive other
benefits or council tax discounts you may still be entitled to more help
towards your bill.

Please pick up a claim form for council tax benefit from the Town Hall,
North Somerset Housing offices or your local library. The form is also
available on-line at www.n-somerset.gov.uk

You can also make an appointment for a new claim at the Town Hall. You
will need to take with you original documents to prove your ID, national
insurance number, and all forms of income and savings.

A benefit officer will help you with the form.

Are you entitled?

Check whether you might be entitled before submitting a claim:

1. call 01934 888 144 to go through a trial calculation

2. make an appointment at the enquiry desk at the Town Hall

3. check the trial calculator on our website at www.n-somerset.gov.uk

More help with your bill

Even if you are not eligible for council tax benefit based on your income
and savings there are other ways to reduce your bill:

@ Exemptions: Some properties will be exempt from council tax
altogether, for example if your previous home is unoccupied or you
are being cared for or a fullime carer yourself.

@ Disability reduction scheme: Your property may be placed in a lower
band if it has features such as extra space for a wheelchair (for more

details telephone 01934 888 144).

@ Discounts: Some bills can be reduced by up to 50 per cent.
There is a 25 per cent discount for all properties where only one
person is liable to pay council tax.
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