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BORIS Johnson has been warned to not let vaccine
refuseniks threaten our freedom amid fears the
Indian variant could delay June 21's unlocking.

Former minister Conor Burns is among politicians
that have said Brits have endured restrictions and it
"wouldn't be right" to keep them in place for people
who refuse to get jabbed.

() Read our coronavirus live blog for the latest
updates
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Lockdown shouldn't be extended to protect those who
have refused the jab, a Tory MP says credit: AFP

Ministers have slammed the idea that June 21 may be
delayed because of people who aren't getting the jab
Credit: Getty
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People testing for Covid in Clapham, south London
Credit: AFP

He said: "As a nation we have tolerated with generally
good humour the most profound curtailment of our
freedoms in peacetime for the greater good.

"It wouldn’t be right to do it again for those who
have been offered a vaccine and have freely chosen
not to take it - fully aware of the risks."

The Bournemouth West MP's remarks come amid a
heated debate within the Cabinet over how to deal
with people who have rejected the jab.

Business Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng yesterday insisted
he's "absolutely confident" there won't be any delay
to the PM's roadmap.

But privately senior ministers have described vaccine
rejection as "the absolute principal threat to the
June 21" reopening.

A senior minister told Politico: “The risk is that a small
number of idiots ruin it for everyone else.

As a nation we have tolerated with generally good
humour the most profound curtailment of our
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been offered a vaccine and have freely chosen not to
take it - fully aware of the risks

— Conor Burns (@ConorBurnsUK) May 17, 2021

"If even quite a small number of people don’t take
the vaccine, a variant with high transmissibility can
easily cause a lot of deaths."

Mark Harper, chairman of the 70-strong Covid
Recovery Group of Tory MPs, said: "It is concerning to
hear the Government is entertaining the delay of the
June 21 unlocking - causing massive problems for
many people's livelihoods — because some people
won't have a jab.

"Wider society's fate can't be sealed by the actions of
a small group of people.”

Simon Clarke, another former minister, said: "It's vital
people take the vaccine when offered. Our wider
society should not be held back from recovering our
freedoms by those who choose not to protect
themselves and others."

Tory Marcus Fysh said: "It is not reasonable to delay
complete release from restrictions domesticallv on
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"The vast majority are vaccinated, the vaccines work,
and the rest now have a vanishingly small risk of
harm.

"If people don't want to be vaccinated it is not up to
society to shield them."

One Cabinet minister even warned that missing the
June 21 milestone could become Mr Johnson's
'Theresa May moment' - in a hark back to her failed
Brexit negotiations and deadline.

Members of the public queue to receive a Covid vaccine at
a temporary vaccination centre at the Essa academy in
Bolton credit: AFP

There is a debate raging within the Government
between lockdown doves, who back more
restrictions, and hawks who want to see them lifted.

According to the website there has been a swing
towards those who believe the roadmap should go
ahead as planned.

But there is concern that many Brits who have
refused to take the jab come from ethnic minority
communities.

One minister said: "It is a dual problem because If it
rips through unvaccinated minorities then the health
inequalities at the end of all this will be stark.
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Matt Hancock said yesterday the "vast majority"
those hospitalised in Bolton had been offered the
vaccine but didn't take it.

He warned the Indian variant could “spread like
wildfire among the unvaccinated groups” and urged
people to come forward for the jab.

The Lancashire town is one of around a dozen
hotspots across the country where Covid is spreading
rapidly.

Authorities in Bolton are rolling out vaccines to try and
stop the spread of the Indian variant credit: AFp

As a result the health secretary said ministers can't
rule out having to reimpose local lockdown
restrictions.

And he also said there is now a “high degree of
confidence” among scientists that the jab is effective
against the new strain.

Officials in Bolton have started giving out jabs to
youngsters - including teenagers - as they try to
head off the threat of new restrictions.

Mr Kwarteng insisted he's "confident” the nationwide
lockdown will end on June 21 and said he's seen "no
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But he urged people to show "caution" as pubs
reopen inside and hugging is allowed again since
yesterday to make sure the virus is kept in check.

Ministers and scientists were worried the emergence
of the Indian variant could cause a surge in cases and
1,000 hospitalisations a day this summer.
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But pressed on the June 21 date, Mr Kwarteng said: "l
think it's very likely to happen. | think the vaccines
are working against the Indian variant.

"There's nothing I've seen, and there's nothing the
PM has seen up to now that suggests we're going to
delay that 21 June date.

"There are risks in this and we can't guarantee
everything will be fine. What we can do is look at the
data and make judgments according to the data.

"So far so good. I'm confident we'll be able to get to
June 21 and open up normally but | can't guarantee
that now."
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Business Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng says while he 'fully
expects' the economy will be reopened on 21st June

Topics | Coronavirus UK Lockdown

YOU MIGHT LIKE

SECRET STAYCAY OH SNAP Harry shares cute
Emmerdale’s Isobel Steele unseen snap of Archie on

and Bradley Johnson go on... the beach & you can finally...

SUPPORTIVE SPICE Victoria 'BREAKS MY HEART' Friends

Beckham sends supportto fans worried as Matthew
'brave' Mel B for domestic... Perry slurs his words in...

MORE FOR YOU

WHAT A GEM Gemma Collins ING FOR A PENNY Man City

slimmer than ever as she join Man Utd in Ings transfer
shows off toned arms in... chase if they fail in Kane bid
[T . .. ] O ] A . BT

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/14979573/lockdown-reimposed-covid-vaccine-deniers-tory-mp/ 8/10



5/22/2021 Boris warned not to let vaccine refuseniks threaten our freedom amid fears India variant could delay June 21 unlocking

. )
- hwe

DOING AL-WRIGHT Michelle 'MY GUARDIAN ANGEL
Keegan and Mark Wright Safiyya Vorajee shows off
move into posh hotel as... nails with pic of late...

‘I TRIED' Friday Night MAKING MEMORIES I spent 4
Dinner's Tamsin Greig days cuddling my dead

reveals her last warning to... baby, | brushed her hair &...

L

OH BROTHER Charles’ P-P-PARDON? Chocolate fan

torment as Harry's slurs uncovers 'secret’ about

leave royals reeling and his... Penguin bars and people a...

N

BUMBELIE CHILD TALK This Morning hit
mortified after realising with Ofcom complaints over
she’s been in public with h... interview with trans child's...

NUNO ESPIRITO SANTO - #/15

SIMONE INZAGHI - 9/1
ERIK TEN HAG - 7/1
GRAHAM POTTER - 12/1
BRENDAN RODGERS - 16/1

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/14979573/lockdown-reimposed-covid-vaccine-deniers-tory-mp/

9/10



5/22/2021 Boris warned not to let vaccine refuseniks threaten our freedom amid fears India variant could delay June 21 unlocking
VWD JITIT 1 IYULIV I-)'JII 1w I AIVIIRT JIMNRAILIY vyviIniain )aya

Santo slashed to new odds- ‘'lockdown tested everyone'
on favourite for the... hours after Harry's...

FOLLOW THE SUN Sign Up To The Sun About Us

ﬁ Y 4 Editorial Complaints Clarifications and Corrections

News Licensing Advertising
Contact Us Commissioning Terms
Help Hub Topic A-Z

Cookie Settings Contact Preferences

©News Group Newspapers Limited in England No. 679215 Registered office: 1
London Bridge Street, London, SE19GF. "The Sun", "Sun", "Sun Online" are
registered trademarks or trade names of News Group Newspapers Limited. This
service is provided on News Group Newspapers' Limited's Standard Terms and
Conditions in accordance with our Privacy & Cookie Policy. To inquire about a
licence to reproduce material, visit our Syndication site. View our online Press
Pack. For other inquiries, Contact Us. To see all content on The Sun, please use
the Site Map. The Sun website is regulated by the Independent Press Standards
Organisation (IPSO)

Our journalists strive for accuracy but on occasion we make mistakes. For
further details of our complaints policy and to make a complaint please click
this link: thesun.co.uk/editorial-complaints/..

Get the latest news first

Click 'Sign up' then 'Allow’ for

Notifications
Dismiss Sign Up

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/14979573/lockdown-reimposed-covid-vaccine-deniers-tory-mp/




